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More information is available (in Hebrew) at the Society’s site:     http://www.sf-f.org.il  
Quote of the Month: 
History will remember the inhabitants of this centu ry as the people who 
went from Kitty Hawk to the moon in 66 years, only to languish for the 
next 30 in low Earth orbit.  At the core of the ris k-free society is a 
self-indulgent failure of nerve. 

- Buzz Aldrin, Apollo 11 astronaut. 
    

Letters to the Editor 
Dear Aharon, 

The last issue of CyberCozen (February 2003) is superb.  I don't know how you do it. 
Even though the basic subject matter of a fanzine in this genre is sf, you show a keen sense of the 

interests of your audience, with a combination of a focus on science and the importance that has on the 
politics of the world.  In a way, a good deal of sf is about just these things.  How did you get so many fine 
submissions to this issue? 

Also, the brief review of the David Pullman books is balanced and circumspect -- and honest.  
The fact that the reviewer didn't even read the third of the trilogy straight through is a commentary on the 
quality of that book. 

Great job!  Sid Berger 
Ed. Reply:  Three cheers to Yaakov Macales, Ben Svetitsky, Steve Davis, and me.  And six cheers to 
Amnon Stupp. 
 
Aharon Shalom 

I found two references to ecology  in the February CyberCozen  which I would like to 
respond to. 

The first reference was in Yaakov Macales' interesting piece about the space shuttles, in 
which he referred in a condescending manner to the "ecological movement" which was in the 
1970's in its "heyday".  In my opinion the ecological movement hasn't yet had its "heyday" since 
the importance attributed to ecology keeps growing.  In Israel, for example, the Ministry of 
Environment has only existed for about a decade, and has already done a lot to better our 
environment. There is still much to be done, for example in air pollution, which we heard only 
recently is at least a contributing factor in over a 1,000 deaths a year in Israel. 
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The second reference was in the quote from The Science of Discworld  about not 
worrying too much if some obscure species goes extinct.  It is true that species go extinct all the 
time, and no doubt many species would have disappeared without human interference.  However, 
the question conservationists really ask is whether the rate of extinctions has increased 
substantially because of human interference, and the accepted answer is that it has. 

An even more important question is that of bio-diversity, that is if the total number of 
species is changing. If it is decreasing it means there is trouble in the ecosystem, and if so we are 
in trouble too.  That is the message of the "eco movement", that we too are part of the ecology of 
the Earth.  In this sense the ecological movement can never have a "heyday" because it will 
never cease to be relevant.  The answer by the way is that it is very difficult to measure 
biodiversity, but most researchers think there is a decrease. 

Finally a note to you as the editor : If you intend to publish Emails, please give me the 
opportunity to edit them, even if only in a minor way.  For example I would have liked to add that 
one Giora Shaviv, mentioned in connection with the shuttle and the dust experiment Ilan Ramon 
conducted, is a professor of physics at the Technion, and a former head of the Israel Space 
Agency. It is likely that not all your readers know who Shaviv is, and this might give his views 
about manned and unmanned space exploration some more weight. 

Regards, Amnon Stupp
Ed. Note:  Whoops!  This was the second time I’ve published something I got by email and was 
subsequently criticized by the author for not asking permission.  I apologize for my carelessness. 
 
Reply to Dr Amnon Stupp  by  Yaakov Macales 

I would like to thank Dr Amnon Stupp for 
his reply to my article about the history of the 
Space Shuttle and its difficulties, which appeared 
in the February 2003 CyberCozen.  Dr Stupp 
refers to the “condescending manner” in which I 
referred to the 1970’s ecology movement.  I admit 
that he is partly correct about the tone which I used 
but I should clarify that I have no problem with 
increasing the consciousness of the population to 
the many problems of the environment.   

What I was subtly criticizing was the 
politicization of the issue in a way in which it 
becomes a fad and affects things that are not really 
connected with it.  There is no reason to make 
decisions affecting the design of the Space Shuttle 
based on whether you can claim that you are 
“recycling” its parts or not.  A few years ago I met 
a man who had been a senior engineer at the 
Thiokol Corp. which manufactures the Solid 
Rocket Motor (SRM) boosters of the Space Shuttle 
and I asked him point-blank if the reuse of the 
SRM casings and refilling them with propellant 
was cost effective.  He said that it wasn’t, that the 
cost of building entirely new casings for each 
flight was no more than recovering the casings 
from the ocean and refurbishing them.  In addition, 
reuse of the casings, which inevitably suffer at 
least some damage from each flight, could 
possibly increase the risk of the launch compared 
to using new ones each time.  For example, it is 
known that the SRM casings have been damaged 
by insulation falling off the external tank in the 
same way the wing of Columbia was damaged in 
the doomed flight of STS-107. 

A more recent example of this type of 
politicization was used by NASA itself a few years 
ago when it was facing deep budget cuts.  The 
NASA people claimed that cutting back the 
number of Shuttle flights would damage research 
into a cure for AIDS (!?).  Apparently some small 
amount of medical research related to AIDS was 
being done in the microgravity environment 
available on the Shuttle.  Since AIDS research was 
a high-profile public issue, NASA decided to 
“grab a ride” on this “popular” cause.  I am afraid 
there is no way to justify the vast expenditures on 
the Shuttle based on finding a cure for AIDS and it 
is an insult to the intelligence of the average 
taxpayer and all the more so, the average member 
of Congress who has to vote the appropriations for 
it.  A more intelligent presentation justifying 
manned spaceflight can certainly be made. 

I would also like to express my agreement 
with Prof. Benjamin Svetitsky who also pointed 
out in the same issue of CyberCozen that manned 
spaceflight would be damaged, possibly 
irreparably, if flights of the Shuttle were halted 
until a new, better spacecraft becomes available.  
Although I pointed out many problems in the 
Shuttle program, it is the only game in town.  It 
could take at least a decade to design and build  a 
new manned vehicle and in the interregnum an 
infrastructure supporting manned spaceflight 
operations that took decades to develop could rot 
away.  There is no choice, manned spaceflight 
must continue.   
 Yaakov Macales 
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Science Fiction and Fantasy in Israel at the Start of the 21st Century 
By Eli Eshed -- Part 4. 

 
Genre Science Fiction Novels 

In recent years many books have appeared in Israel which deal with conventional sf ideas, many 
of them from a unique Israeli perspective. 

Assaf Gavron Ice (Gvanim, 1997).  This novel by a young and talented author is about a 
murderous hero and traces his life from the present to a future “Blade Runner”-style world of 2031 in 
which there is severe ecological pollution.  This book with its unusual cyberpunk-style hero received much 
media attention.  The author also won first prize in a competition held by newspaper Yediot Aharonot for 
best sf story with “Mul HaMaim, 2031” [“Against the Water, 2031”]. 

Shlomo Ben-Tzur Nasoret Milulit [Verbal Fallout] (Halonot 2000).  This surrealist science 
fiction novel is based on the character and poems of well-known Israeli poet Dan Avidan who wrote many 
science fiction poems and even made a science fiction movie which deals with time travel.  The hero of this 
book is “Davidian”, a sort of astronaut who lives in space in an existence based on the works and ideas of 
Avidan.  The book is full of quotes from Avidan’s poems. 

Sariel Shany HaNochri B’Svach HaGada [Stranger in the Tangled Bank] (Yediot Aharonot, 
2000).  This is about the search for a genetic discovery which can stop aging, and the finding of proof that 
aliens visited the Earth in the distant past and changed human development.  The book contains a whole 
section which takes place in a future moon colony.  This is a gripping merger of thriller and science fiction. 

Binyamin Schiff’s Priha Mukdemet [Early Flowering] (Zmora-Bitan, 2001) is a near future novel 
in which the Land of Israel suffers an earthquake which separates it completely from the rest of the 
continent. 

 
Orly Castel-Bloom’s Halakim Enoshiim [Human Parts] (Kineret, 2000) is about 

Israel in a very terrible near future (really, the present).  This book is written by one of 
Israel’s best known writers, who has written several books with a science fiction flavor. 

 
Dror Feuer’s Zadok b’Naftolei HaTshuka [Zadok in the Twists of Desire] (Bavel, 2002) is a 

collection of monologues of an Artificial Intelligence named “Zadok”.  Filled with humor, this is written by 
a man who has worked in the field of Artificial Intelligence. 

Ran Kolar HaBoged MiMandagan [The Traitor from Mandagan] (private publication, 2002).  
Three Israeli youths are magically transferred to an exotic world populated by various aliens, all of them 
carnivorous.  The author is a young sf fan, and this is to be the first in a series. 

 
Science Fiction CD-ROM 

Yotam Reuveni Historia Olamit shel Ahavat G’varim [The World History of Men’s Love] (Sifrut 
Achshav, 2001).  This came out as a CD-Rom rather than as a printed book.  Written by a well-known 
homosexual writer, presented as if written in 2024, it is the history of homosexuality from its beginnings, 
through the persecutions of 2013, and on to the return to new Sodom. 

In the past Yotam Reuveni published a sort of fantasy book, Y’mei Dagon [Days of Dagon] 
(Ma’ariv, 1992), about the destruction of an Israel city “Dagon” by a terrible flood, and the attempt of the 
government to erase all memory of the city even among the survivors. 

 
Collections of sf stories 

Anihu [Cheap Moon] (Zmora-Bitan, 2002) is by Etgar Keret, the best-
known and most outstanding young author in Israel today.  This is a collection of 
short stories, some of them fantasy.  This book received critical acclaim and became 
a tremendous best-seller.  Numerous authors imitating Keret’s short story fantasy 
style have published in recent years.  Dozens of short films have been made based 
on his stories.  He has also written comics in both Hebrew and English.  Keret is a 
comics and science fiction fan who is close to many of the central figures in the 
Israeli sf scene, and has published in the The Tenth Dimension, the quarterly 
magazine of the Israeli Society for Science Fiction and Fantasy. 
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Sipur Lifnei HaShena [Bedtime Story] by Eyal Rechter (Gvanim, 2002).  A collection of short 
stories by a young author, many of them sophisticated fantasy in the style of Borges and Calvino, in which 
reality and imagination intermix.  Two stories are particularly outstanding:  1) “Democracy”, about an early 
Greek city with a very strange government.  2) The title story which is a horror story in the style of Edgar 
Allen Poe and Oscar Wilde about a man trapped for years in a house in which there is a picture of a young 
and beautiful woman who ages before his eyes.  A very impressive story whose content is quite untypical in 
Israeli literature. 

HaTzad HaAfel [The Dark Side] by Guy Hasson  (Bitan, 2002), a collection of seven sf stories 
that were written by the Israeli author in English, and now have been translated into Hebrew. 

 
The following two collections are exceptionally good: 
Nava Semel Tzhok shel Achbarosh [The Rat Laughs] (Yediot Aharonot, 2001).  A book of short 

stories about the Holocaust, including one which takes place in 2009, and another which takes place in 
2099.  The latter deals with the question of how the Holocaust will be presented in a distant future in which 
it is has been almost completely forgotten. 

Vered Tochterman Lif’amim Zeh Aheret [Sometimes It’s 
Different] (Opus 2002).  26 science fiction stories.  One of the best 
such in recent years, written by a young writer and translator who has 
stood out among Israeli science fiction writers on the Internet, and 
won most competitions for best short story among science fiction 
fans.  In one such competition her stories won both first and second 
prizes, raising the suggestion that she be made one of the judges, in 
order to let someone else win. 

 
Sf Thrillers 

A number of books were thrillers which used science fiction ideas. 
Bilha Kalisher-Hazaz Parashat Hartman [The Hartman Affair] (Astrolog, 1999).  A thriller 

about aliens who clone humans, and send the clones back to human society.  In earlier years Kalisher-
Hazaz wrote two excellent, exceptionally bizarre books of fantasy short stories.  One book was Ish Isha  
v’Sihr Lahatz [Man Woman and a Pressure Cooker] (Ma’ariv, 1995), a collection of ten fantasy stories.  
One story is about a mentally ill person who keeps six entire worlds in the drawers in his room.  The other 
book is HaHaim Hem Harpatka Smeicha U’Meusheret [Life is a Happy and Fortunate Adventure] 
(Tamuz, 1998), a collection of 12 fantasy stories, some of them about transitions to other worlds and 
dimensions. 

M. Arbel Sikun M’hushav [Calculated Risk] (Or Zahav, 1999).  A computer millionaire tries to 
take over the world using sophisticated Internet technology.  This thriller is the work of an Ultra-Orthodox 
writer who has achieved great success among Ultra-Orthodox readers.  His heroes are deeply observant 
Jews fighting against various enemies:  Arabs, Nazis, or secular Jews. 

Shimshon A. Issar Idan HaProteus HaIver [The Age of the Blind Proteus] (Tamuz, 2001).  A 
story of a scientist in Germany who builds an underground city which will serve as a shelter in the case of 
an atomic war. 

Edy Ben-Mayor L’Lo Milim [Wordless] (Opus 2002).  A thriller about the attempt of a fanatic 
Arab leader to take over the world using a device which amplifies telepathic powers. 
Emanuel Azmon 

Particularly outstanding are the science fiction thrillers of 
Dr. Emanuel Azmon, a geologist by profession, who writes near 
future thrillers about the struggle between the West and Arab terror.  
His books foresee the nuclear development of Arab countries and 
terrorist organizations.  He wrote a trilogy of near future thrillers with 
the same set of characters.  The stories in those of his books that were 
written several years ago seem to be materializing today, detail after 
detail, which shivering accuracy. 

1. Atom B’Shmei America [Atoms in the Skies of 
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American] (Azmon, 1996).  About suicide bombers under Kaddafi’s direction who try 
to damage the United States with a nuclear bomb.  (Also translated to English, 
published by Azmon.) 

2. Galgal HaMazal [The Ferris Wheel] (Azmon 2001).  Book 2 of the trilogy.  An 
atomic weapon of a Muslim terrorist organization is hidden in Washington D.C. with 
the intention of destroying the city. 

3. Mah sheh Mutar l’Yupiter Asur l’Shor [QUOD LICET IOVI][What Jupiter May 
Do] (Azmon, 2002).  Book 3 of the trilogy.  A thriller in which the U.S. war against 
Saddam Hussein ends in the apocalyptic geological destruction of the world. 

In addition, Azmon wrote Siluk P’solet [Waste Removal] (Azmon, 1998), a near future thriller in 
which it is discovered that the Palestinians have a nuclear weapon hidden in the Temple Mount.  
They and Israel threaten each other with a nuclear attack. 
An additional book written by Azmon is based on the space program.  55 Shaot el HaYareah [55 
Hours to the Moon] (Azmon 2000).  The story of an Israeli scientist who participated in 
America’s Apollo space program at the end of the 1960s. 

The following thriller is exceptionally good: 
Well-known Israeli writer Dan Tsalka wrote B’Siman HaLotus [Under the Sign of the Lotus] 

(Xargol, 2002), a near future thriller about an attempt to crown a descendent of the House of David as King 
of Israel.  Dan Tsalka in earlier years wrote the best Israeli young adult science fiction novel ever written, 
HaMasah HaShlishi shel Aldeberan [The Third Voyage of Aldeberan] (HaKibbutz HaMeuhad, 1979), 
about the trip of a youth to various periods in the Land of Israel’s past, where he meets a robot who has 
been sent by an intelligence from another star.  Tsalka also wrote Milhemet Bnei Eretz biVnei Shahat 
[The War Between the Children of the Earth and the Children of the Pit] (Am Oved, 1992), an 
outstanding young adult fantasy about the battle of King Solomon with a race of devils and their leader 
Ashmadai, a struggle in which the city of the immortals, Luz, becomes involved.  This is one of the best 
original Hebrew fantasy novels for young adults ever written. 

Eli Eshed’s series will be continued in following months. 
 

Hebrew Book Review by Aharon Sheer – SF Book Recommended by Eli Eshed: 
���������	
��  Lif ’ amim Zeh Aheret [Sometimes It’ s Different] by Vered 
Tochterman (2002), Opus, 221 pages.  
This is an excellent collection of classic short sf 
stories.  One of the many possible definitions of an 
sf story is that it has an element of science or 
pseudo-science, and if this element is removed, the 
story collapses completely.  (This is in contrast to 
many so-called sf stories in which the scientific or 
pseudo-scientific element is simply background to 
an adventure, love, or detective story.)  By this 
restrictive definition, all of Vered’ s stories are sf 
stories!  That’ s hard to do, and good for her.  It’ s 
what we used to like in the best stories of the 
Golden Age of sf.  True, there are some stories 
here that could not have appeared in Galaxy in 
1954:  there are two stories with very graphic 
descriptions of some kind of sex act.  But in these 
“ sex”  stories the sex is as essential to the story as 

the sf element – without both there is no story.  (I 
contrast this with stories in which sex scenes have 
been inserted to make the story more romantic, or 
more titillating.)  Another thing classic in nature 
about most of these stories is that have an 
explanation.  A speculative scientific idea is 
presented and explained, and then we are 
presented with the (possibly completely 
unexpected) consequences of this idea.  This is a 
book which both the general reader and the sf 
reader can enjoy, as the stories revolve around real 
human beings, whose thoughts and feelings and 
needs are important.  Highly recommended.  
(Warning:  besides the two sex stories, there is also 
a horror story.) 
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