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 א" תZOA,  באפריל1 – במרץ 31, מדעי הקסם: 2010עולמות 

  ונציגות מכובדתאנשי מדע ואקדמיה, יוצרים – תוכנית הרצאות עשירה עם מיטב המרצים בכנס עולמות
כדי שהכנס   באפריל וזה כל התירוץ שהיינו צריכים1-ב הכנס מתקיים לראשונה. של קהילת החובבים

של הכנס  קליפים מהסרטים, מידע כללי. לא הגשנו לכם מעולם השנה יכלול תוכנית בידור שכמוה
 טיוב-היו ובערוץ org.con-olamot.www  באתר ופרים להורדה מחכים לכם עכשיו'וצ

/olamot/com.youtube.www.  רשימת המרצים שיקחו חלק בכנס נחשוף את  -בקרוב באתר הכנס ,

  .המלצות על אירועי הכנסעם  קסמים אינטראקטיביים ומגזין וידאו, מקוריים נפרסם תכנים
בנושא מדעי  פילקים לתחרות נולד לפילק וציורים, הסיפורים אנו מזמינים אתכם להגיש סיפורים לתחרות

 .בכנס הקסם לתערוכת הציורים שתתקיים

   2010עולמות  והבמאי וולטר קניג הוא אורח הכבוד של כנס השחקן

בין תפקידיו . עשורים הוא שחקן ובמאי מוערך מזה כמה, וולטר קניג" ,2010עולמות " אורח הכבוד של כנס
 - הכנס פרטים על אורח הכבוד באתר .5בבילון  המקורית ובסטר בסדרה מסע בין כוכבים כוב בסדרה'צ: הבולטים

939=?page_id/org.con-olamot.www://http. 
  

 מועדון הקריאה
 25  לרגל, )כתר הוצאת(מאת אורי אורלב  "כתר הדרקון" מועדון הקריאה בחודש פברואר יעמוד הספר במרכז דיוני

 "קפה קפה" בבית הקפה ,19:00  בשעה22.2.10, הקריאה בתל אביב יתקיים ביום שני מועדון. שנה ליציאת הספר
 :רותם ברוכין, אצל מנחת המפגש הדואר האלקטרונימומלץ להירשם מראש באמצעות 95  .ברחוב חשמונאים

com.baruchin@gmail.rotem. על מפגשים נוספים  פרטים. חופשית ואינה מותנית בחברות באגודה הכניסה

אינה כרוכה בתשלום או בהגעה  יאההשתתפות במועדון הקר. להגיע עם הספר מומלץ. יופיעו באתר האגודה
 .ופתוחה גם למי שאינם חברי אגודה ,למפגשים נוספים

 מפגשי המועדון העוסקים בספר זה. אורוול 'ורג'מאת ג ,"1984" של חודש מרץ יוקדש לספר מועדון הקריאה
לפנות  זמניםלהנחות מועדוני קריאה בכל רחבי הארץ מו המעוניינים. יתפרסמו באתר האגודה ובמכתב החודשי

  com.@gmail42liat: ליאת שחר, במייל למרכזת הפרויקט

Charles Stross - Author GoH at Icon 2010 

יהיה הסופר האורח , ב הבריטי"סופר המד ,סטרוס.  2010הסופר האורח באייקון יהיה  –ארלס סטרוס 'צ
. פ. פנטסיה ואימה בסגנון ה, בדיוני-סטרוס חי באדינבורו שבסקוטלנד ובין ספריו ספרי מדע  .2010קון בפסטיבל איי

 )Charles Stross by HaltinG StatE) 2007(  פרסם בקורת עלסייברקוזן, 2009בספטמבר (  .לאבקראפט

 CharlieStrossNews/2009/il.org.icon.www://http: פרטים נוספים עליו ועל יצירתו בקישור הבא

 

 More Society information is available (in Hebrew) at the Society’s site:  http://www.sf-f.org.il 

 

Book Review by Aharon Sheer 

Saturn’s Children by Charles Stross (2008), 323 pages. 
In Isaac Asimov’s robot books, robots are 

slaves.  Like puppy dogs, they sit at the 

feet of their masters, waiting to serve.  In 

this book, there are robots, but there are 

no longer any human beings.  Some 

robots have been freed.  They are day 

laborers, living at the bottom of society’s 

social order, waiting for the opportunity to 

earn some money.  Just like most human 

beings, but not all.  But other robots have 

become the masters. 
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Slave societies have been the most 

successful and stable of human societies.  

Ancient Greece was based on slavery.  

Their free men produced some of the 

greatest science, philosophy, art, 

literature, architecture, educational 

systems, and engineering of all time.  

Ancient Greece provided the foundation 

of Western civilization and shaped 

cultures throughout Southwest Asia and 

North Africa.  It lasted perhaps six 

hundred years, until it was conquered by 

the Romans. 

Roman society was also based on 

slavery.  Ancient Rome contributed 

greatly to the development of law, war, 

art, literature, architecture, technology.  It 

was particularly successful in construction 

engineering; works built 2,000 years ago 

still stand, and were it not for later wars in 

which Roman works were deliberately 

destroyed, would still be functional today.  

Ancient Rome also lasted almost six 

hundred years. 

The early and great society of the 

United States of America was also largely 

based on slavery.  The success of slavery 

is shown by the fact (as told by historian 

Robert Fogel) that slaves in the Deep 

South where slavery was legal (until the 

U.S. Civil War) had better housing, 

clothing and were better fed than the 

average free man in the U.S. North’s non-

slavery states.  Such slave owners as 

George Washington (the first U.S. 

president), Thomas Jefferson (the third 

U.S. president), James Madison (the 

fourth U.S. president), and James Monroe 

(the fifth U.S. president) were much 

involved in the establishment of the U.S., 

including the creation of its Constitution 

and Bill of Rights. 

The U.S. slavery states also had an 

excellent educational system.  For 

example, the University of Virginia (a 

slave state) was one of the first U.S. 

universities, and was the first educational 

institution to offer academic programs in 

disciplines now common, such as 

astronomy and philosophy.  Its School of 

Engineering and Applied Science was the 

first engineering school in the United 

States to be attached to a comprehensive 

university.  All this was done during the 

slavery era. 

The U.S. north had a great problem.  

It could not compete economically with 

the slave South.  The north’s people were 

poor and malnutritioned.  In the end the 

North found a solution:  It went to war 

against the South, and destroyed it 

economically, in part by making slavery 

illegal.  The South never recovered and to 

this day its states are among the most 

economically disadvantaged. 

Admittedly there were some painful 

human problems with slavery.  The story 

is told that George Washington, the first 

President of the U.S., owned a male slave, 

and his wife Martha owned a female 

slave.  The two slaves married and had a 

family.  When George died his will freed 

all his slaves, specifying that the slaves be 

freed when Martha died.  However, 

Martha did NOT want to free her slaves.  

She wanted her grandchildren to inherit 

the wealth.  Slaves were valuable 

property.  So she gave her slaves to her 

grandchildren while she was still alive.  

Martha’s grandchildren did not want the 

slaves; they wanted the money.  So 

Martha’s female slave, along with her 

children, were sold to a slave trader, and 

they were taken away from the plantation.  

The husband and father never saw his 

wife and children again.  A sad and true 

story of the tragic human aspects of 

slavery. 

Saturn’s Children is a story of robot 

slavery after all human beings have died 

out.  How can an Asimovian robot survive 

without human beings to serve?  The 

Three Laws of robotics tell us 

1) A robot may not injure a 

human being or, through 

inaction, allow a human being 

to come to harm. 

2) A robot must obey orders 

given it by human beings 

except where such orders 
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would conflict with the First 

Law. 

3) A robot must protect its own 

existence as long as such 

protection does not conflict 

with the First or Second Law. 

 

So what do robots do when there are 

no human beings to protect or obey?  The 

result is a robot society with slaves and 

slave owners, with free slaves and even 

families of slaves (successive generations 

of the same slave model).  Slave-owning 

robots are called “aristos”.   

They also have a space-faring society, 

in which travel between planets in the 

solar system is possible and reasonable, 

although expensive.  Robot brains are 

modeled on human beings but not made of 

biological materials.  Their bodies can be 

much more rugged and capable of 

operating in conditions impossible for 

human beings.  Space travel may involve 

periods of 20 G or even more, but the 

robot can be filled with a balancing fluid 

to enable tolerating this.  However, since 

weight and size are crucial factors, most 

robots in this future are much smaller than 

human beings, having been designed for 

space travel.  In fact, in general, most 

robots are simply smaller – unnecessary 

size is wasteful. 

“Before our dead Creators built 

my kind, space was empty as far as 

telescopes can see, and desolate with 

it.  But we filled the void, and now 

there are places to go.  Circumsolar 

space has been settled; starships are 

on route toward the nearer extra-solar 

worlds, crewed by the brave and the 

foolhardy.  The colonies are 

barbarous and lawless compared to 

the huge cities of Earth, playgrounds 

for jaded aristos, where fortunes are 

made and lost and empires built and 

demolished against the breathtaking 

beauty of sterile planets and moons:  

And at last we’re not alone among the 

stars.”  [p. 26] 

 

This book is also a sex book.  The 

heroine, Freya, is a pleasure model, 

although she is free and not a slave.  She 

is modeled after a human female who 

serves human males.  However, her job no 

longer exists, since there are no humans.  

On the other hand, there are robots 

modeled after human males, which exist 

to serve human females.  As an 

inadequate substitute, they can serve each 

other.  Not only that, but many robots can 

provide sexual services to other robots.  

Take a ride on a ship?  The ship can 

pleasure the passenger as they travel, just 

for the fun of both of them.  Even a robot 

hotel can provide such services for its 

guests.  I don’t mean that the hotel 

employs pleasure models.  The hotel is a 

robot, and it itself provides the service.  

Much of the book includes descriptions of 

sex acts between robots of all sizes, 

shapes and functions. 

Freya is told how one of her lineage 

is made: 

“‘You were initialized from a 

soul dump of Rhea [the first of her 

line] that was taken right after her 

certification, when she was nineteen 

years old and in her sixth instar.’  

Sixth – and final, adult-sized – body, 

that is.  It takes a long time, years and 

years, to educate and train an 

archetype for a lineage of concubines.  

There’s no easy way to short-circuit 

childhood if you’re trying to build 

high empathy and interpersonal skills.  

I (she, I remind myself) was ported 

through a series of bodies along the 

way from crèche to cathouse, and 

only declared complete by her 

trainers on reaching the sixth instar.”  

[p. 89] 

 

Freya tells us about her meeting with 

a not-very-bright surface-to-orbit sleeping 

bag: 

“One of the peculiarities of my 

lineage is that although we 

superficially resemble a female of our 

Creators’ kind, we differ profoundly 
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in some ways – especially our sexual 

reflexes.  In our default state (unless 

we’re unconditionally imprinted on 

our One True Love), when someone 

becomes aroused over us, we become 

aroused over them.  This is 

conditioned into us at a very low 

level, with the aid of some low-level 

modification to our basic neural 

architecture, and the addition of 

something called an ‘enhanced 

vomeronasal loop reflex’.  Without 

that reflexive arousal, I’d be useless 

for my design purpose – but it 

sometimes has annoying side effects.  

And so I lose most of three minutes to 

a very overdue orgasm, and the 

afterglow keeps me preoccupied for 

another hour.”  [p. 21] 

 

Like some human slave owners in the 

past, some aristos can be capricious, cruel, 

destructive, contemptuous and vicious.  

Not only that, but every robot has a slot in 

the back of its neck for a soul chip.  The 

soul chip seems to be the basis of the 

robot’s personality, and to contain major 

memories and experiences.  This does not 

fit the author’s contention that robots’ 

brains are modeled after the human brain, 

albeit made from tougher material.  Soul 

chips would not work in humans, why 

should they work in robots?  However, the 

soul chips provide the opportunity of 

enslaving a free robot:  Just grab a free 

robot by force, and replace its soul chip by 

a slave chip, and it becomes the aristo’s 

helpless slave. 

Stross uses his knowledge of science 

to give us descriptions of robot life on 

Venus, Mercury, Mars, and later on a 

planet in the Oort Cloud.  On Venus, for 

example, robots live in stratosphere 

dirigibles with oxygen-filled lift cells.  He 

also gives detailed descriptions of how 

robots travel from planet to planet. 

Our heroine, Freya, meets Ichiban. 

“Ichiban – Number One, I 

translate – turns blue porcelain eyes 

the size of dinner plates on me and 

bows his head, very slightly.  I nearly 

take a step back as a reflex yells 

aristo! at me, but then I realize: no.  

He wants to look like an aristo, but he 

isn’t one – never can be.  ‘I am very 

pleased to meet you,’ I say, bowing 

back at him.  Mindless courtesies 

ensue as I try to get a handle on what 

he is. 

“‘Ichiban has a minor problem 

that you might be able to help him 

resolve,’ Victor explains.  ‘It involves 

travel.’ 

“‘I’d be very happy to offer any 

advice I can,’ I agree cautiously. 

“‘Yes.’  Ichiban nods 

thoughtfully.  ‘You are very big.’  He 

looks up at me.  It’s true: I’m almost 

a hundred and seventy centimeters 

tall.  An idealized replica of our 

Creators’ kind, in fact, unlike the 

super-deformed midgets who are the 

commonest phenotype of the nouveau 

riche these days.  ‘Good thermal 

inertia,’ adds Ichiban, unexpectedly.  

‘And you were designed for Earth, 

before the emancipation.’ 

“Good thermal inertia?  I smile 

as my biomemetic reflexes cut in: my 

cheeks flush delicately, signaling 

mild embarrassment or confusion.  

Emancipation?  What’s he talking 

about?” [p. 16-17] 

 

Freya attends a social function: 

“Over here I pass a string 

quartet, sawing away at their 

instruments with dogged persistence.  

(I try not to wince.  Even moody 

Freya with her hurdy-gurdy would be 

an improvement over these poor 

damned souls; arbeiter musicians, 

enslaved by an override chip, can’t 

help but broadcast their despair when 

they play.)”  [p. 148] 

 

Rhea, the first of Freya’s line of 

pleasure robots, was constructed (created, 

grown, devoloped?) while human beings 

still existed.  She knew humans 
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personally.  Freya was constructed after 

there were no more humans.  Freya is now 

140 years old, and, with luck, will live 

forever, with proper maintenance.  So we 

see that the robot civilization, based on 

slavery, is a rich, powerful, and expanding 

interplanetary (and even interstellar) 

society.  Stross, however, prefers to stress 

the evils of slavery (of which there are 

many), and takes a very negative view of 

the society he has created. 

On the one hand, much of the book is 

very entertaining.  On the other hand, 

some is repetitious and therefore rather 

boring.  How many robot sex scenes do 

we need, even if Freya is unwillingly 

dragged into them by her deep 

conditioning?  How many attempts to 

murder Freya do we need, when she 

manages to escape from each of them 

through rather boring means?  How many 

high-gravity space trips do we need?  

Sometimes I lost interest for a few days, 

but each time when I went back to the 

book, I got enthusiastically involved 

afresh.  Stross is indeed an imaginative 

writer, and he has created at least one 

convincing character to populate this 

book, plus providing food for thought 

about space science and human society. 

 

Advice Column: Salacious Sal's 

Advice to the Love Lorn 

(August 1994) 

 

Dear Sal, 

        I grew up in a space station, but I can't get 

anybody here in Rehovot to believe me.  Any suggestions? 

         John Bulero 

Dear John, 

        It isn't that people don't believe that you grew up 

in a space station.  It's just that no one you've talked to 

bothers to differentiate between the meanings of the 

English "He's an astronaut" and the Hebrew "אסטרונאוט” (For 
the uninitiated, the English indicates a profession, while 

the Hebrew describes a state of mind.)  Since there are a 

great number of people in Rehovot who fit the Hebrew 

definition, no one is very impressed with your claim.  

Perhaps if you grew an extra pair of ears.... 

        I believe you 

          Sal 
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