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Next SCIENCE FICTION CLUB Meeting:

Tuesday, January 31, 1995, 8:15 p.m. -- Lecture (in English)
Sam Braunstein, Dept. of Chemical Physics, Weizmann Institute
Quantum Teleportation and Other Crazy Stuff

Rehovot Science Fiction {usually) meets the last Tuesday of each month
at the home of Tova, Bill and Rami Silverman,
19 Eisenberg St., fourth floor, Rehovot, Tel. 08-476142.

There is a REFRESHMENT CHARGE of 3.50 Shekels (for those who partakel.

CyberCozen SF Newsletter, Vol. VII, Num. 1, Jan. 1995. Editor: Aharon
Sheer, Ed.Assist: Elana Dror. For mail delivery of CyberCozen, please
donate 25 shekels per YEAR. Air Mail to U.S., $15. If Aharon Sheer can
hand-deliver it, 10 shekels. Meeting notices only, 13 shekels.

Address: POB 9443, Tel Aviv 61093. Copyright (C) 1995, All rights
reserved to specified authors and artists.
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Apologies to Eli Eshed: Last month we announced a panel moderated by
Amnon Stupp and featuring Sara Svetitsky and Eli Eshed. This was an
unpleasant surprise for Eli, who knew nothing about it, and anyway had

spoken in a panel just the previous month. The mistake was entirely
mine. I1'd like to explain how it happened. Each month I copy the
previous month’s disk file to serve as the basis for the next. I update

the dates of the issue and the meeting, replacing the information in the
box at the top with tentative information about the coming meeting.
(Sometimes I do this for the next two or three months’' meetings.)

I then eliminate the articles and stories of the last month, leaving
only headings, such as "Story", "Letters to the Editor",. etc., and
gradually put in new material, as received. In this case I
inadvertently left in the line about Eli Eshed in the box at the top.
This wouldn’t normally be a disaster, since I usually check with the
moderator before publication, to verify the title and participants.
However, in this case, after speaking to Amnon, I neglected to write
down what he said, but instead depended on my memory. Which once again
proves how important the invention of writing was, at least for me. In
the past, as a result of such carelessness, I have misspelled lecturer’s
names, or given the wrong title to a lecture. But this was the worst
mistake to date. My apologies! —

Seience Fiction and Fantasy Go Togethers oy Miriam Ben Lulu

This is a kind of game I play with myself -- trying to combine titles so
that they make sense.

1. Night Mare Nightwatch 2. My Best Decision at Doona
3, Star Gate Out of the Silent Planet 4. This Immortal Raphael

5. The War of the Worlds Hospital Station

6. The Warlock in Spite of Himself Bevond the Farthest Star

7. The Warlock is Missing The Water of the Wondrous Isles

8., The Demon Breed Gremlins 9. Unicorn and Dragon Coils
10. The Veils of Azloroc Stardance 11. Glory Road Roadmarks

12. Forty Thousand in Gehenna Expecting Someone Taller
13, The Warlock Unlocked The Door into Summer

The Warlock Unlocxed

14, Fire Time Sundiver 15. The End of the Matter Slipt
16. The Outcasts of Heaven Belt To Die in Italbar

17. Chaining the Lady Agent of Vega

18. The Hand of Oberon Raising the Stones

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ P e e e R T e 2 e diadiadiadiad

1. David Starr Space Ranger: The Ultimate Enemy
2. Gladiator at Law: The Last Defender of Camelot

gl LA e s s ——

3. The Dreamstone: Silmarillion
4. Eve of Cat - Catseye

5. Crystal Singer, Crystal Witness - No Crystal Tears
6. Brother Assassin: The Warlock Heretical

7. Citizen of the Galaxy: The Postman

Advertisements Advertisements Advertisements  Advertisements

Sara Svetitsky requests: if you have any books you borrowed from her
before she went abroad last year, please notify her (08-467 179). Each
book has the name "Beck" or "gvetitsky" written in it (or both). Sara’s

hard disk crashed, and she lost the list of books lent out.

Religion in Science Fiction want to be a panelist on Ehis topic at the
Feb. 28 meeting? Call the moderator, Nikolai Borshevsky, 08-472 337.

Cehovet SF needs Meeting topics ana panel noderators. want to

contribute? Have some ideas? Please call Aharon Sheer, 08-471 225. g m
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Next SCIENCE FICTION CLUB Meeting:
Tuesday, February 28, 1995, 8:15 p.m. -- Panel (bilingual)
Panel Discussion on Religion in Science Fiction moderated by
Nikolay Borschevsky (in English), with Yehiel Adar
Audience questions and comments will be in both English and Hebrew,
(Note: This is a meeting about Science Fiction, not about Religion.)

Rehovot Science Fiction (usually) meets the last Tuesday of each month
at the home of Tova, Bill and Rami Silverman,
19 Eisenberg St., fourth floor, Rehovot, Tel. 08-476142.

There is a REFRESHMENT CHARGE of 3.50 Shekels (for those who partake).

CyberCozen SF Newsletter, Vol. VII, Num. 2, Feb. 1995, Editor: Aharon
Sheer. Ed.Assist: Elana Dror. For mail delivery of CyberCozen, please
donate 25 shekels per YEAR. Air Mail to U.S., $15. If Aharon Sheer can
hand-deliver it, 10 shekels. Meeting notices only, 13 shekels.

Address: POB 9443, Tel Aviv 61093. Copyright (C) 1995, All rights
reserved to specified authors and artists.

. Comments to Editor of CyberCozen:
Re. "Who is Dr. Who?" by Alon Itzkovitz, from the December 1994 issue.

Dear Aharon, I was really upset by Alon’s TV review of the "Doctor Who"
series, "Who is Dr. Who?" If Alon doesn’t like the series, HEY, SO
WHAT!! it’s a free country. But! we don’t have to hear him say so!

Doctor Who was one of my childhood heroes, and I never missed an
episode. His adventures kept me up late into the night, worrying,
scheming, planning. I even read a number of the "Doctor Who" books,
which were written independently of the series, and were much better
than say the books that accompany the many "great" Star-Drek [sic]
series. Alon thinks it funny that the manifestation of The Doctor's
Time~Machine is a telephone booth., If he had paid any attention to the
series he would understand that the telephone booth was the portal to a
much larger ’'time-ship’. 1Is this any worse than what the All American
hero Superman immodestly uses telephone-booths for!?

Alon is not even worthy of saying Doctor Who's name. Who is he at

all!! (7?9922 N0 "n ) I think Alon should go back and try to improve
his writing, and leave the true Sci-Fi heroes to those WHO know what
they are talking about. Shmuel Kabhn, an insulted fan.

P.S. Hi Aharon, writing the above letter was fun! You can print it as
is, but if you think that it is a "bit" too stern, you can tone it down.
Yours truly, Shmuel Kubla Kahn.
Dear Shmuel, I wish more people would write and comment on material in
CyberCozen. I’'’m sure Alon will enjoy reading what you wrote. If not,
he can always come over and punch you in the nose. Aharon =m

Announcement Announcenent Announcement  Announcement
IGOR (Israeli Gathering of Role Players) will hold a convention April 17
(Hol HaMoed Pesah) at the Focus Club in Ramat Aviv (Einstein St., next
to the University). Entrance fee: IS 15 at the door; IS 10 for
advance registration; IS 10 for soldiers presenting Army ID. For more
information, or registration, call one of the phone numbers below:

MWPNWNT YINW UVID - 95 NMIAN O2r'pnt (oA Ty 9N 'A) 97278NY9 17-2
R RARial LANVIVIAIIND T L ITIBWION 'NTA) 272N NNOAa gIRYa 11IVIN] L, OT7pPEINn
NTIVN NAND Oy 097 'n9 N"w 10 ,wN M gnwav n"w 10 ,00pna n"w 15 nv239
10N2N 07373700 TRND WPNNT NI, TNy gv03 1To AN
03-6832161 (132N Avner) —- 03-9302475 ( 2237 Yuval)
03-6355468 (v Tal) —- 03-6776430 (*NI7w Shlomi)
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ﬁfm\\% Next SCIENCE FICTION CLUB Meeting:
Tuesday, March—28, 1995, 8:15 p.m. -- Lecture (HEBREW)
by Dov Shub: The Boomerang Dream -- AJMI2IN OYI9N 10 27T 277 9y
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Rehovot Science Fiction (usually) meets the last Tuesday of each month
at the home of Tova, Bill and Rami Silverman,
19 Eisenberg St., fourth floor, Rehovot, Tel. 08-476142.

There is a REFRESHMENT CHARGE of 3.50 Shekels (for those who partake).

CyberCozen SF Newsletter, Vol. VII, Num. 3, Mar. 1995. Editor: Aharon
Sheer. Ed.Assist: Elana Dror. For mail delivery of CyberCozen, please
donate 25 shekels per YEAR. Air Mail to U.S., $15. If Aharon Sheer can
hand-deliver it, 10 shekels. Meeting notices only, 13 shekels.

Address: POB 9443, Tel Aviv 61093. Copyright (C) 1995, All rights
reserved to specified authors and artists.

"

"If this goes on ..." is a common theme in SF, as in the following

StOry! ALARM CLOCK by Leonid Resnick

I dived into the air-conditioned entrance of the Shekem department
store and, at last, filled my lungs with air. Nobody stood near the
door and nobody checked bags. The danger of terrorist acts had
disappeared, and the people of Israel could breathe freely. It was a
big plus of the agreement with Hamas.

I took a shopping cart, dropped my old rucksack in and moved
forward. There was a display of TV-sets directly in front of me.
Nearly two dozen Prime Ministers reported on new achievements in the
peace process., But TV-sets did not interest me. I had to watch out for
cameras.

I glanced at the ceiling and, at once, discovered two of them. I
had to pray they’re only for catching thieves. If there’s anybody from
the Shin Bet near the displays... I'd rather not think about it.

It was a miracle I was still free after eleven days. That's pretty
good for a small country like Israel. I’'m really lucky (if it's
possible to talk about luck in my case).

My bad luck had begun from that evening, when that stupid Amnon
promised me a job. I'd hurried into the night, reached the industrial
area and stood under the evaluating glare of a fat potential boss.
Alas, I seemed to him too puny. (If that stinky idiot could only know
that since that night I’ve lived for seven days on water from public
toilets and four bananas that someone left on a bench, and I’'m still

going strong! If he could only know how fast moving I am!) After Amnon
turned me down, I went back and telephoned my wife, From her convulsive
breathing, from her unusually-alien voice, I understood everything. It

had happened. For the first time in my life I'd won a lottery,
Lotto-Bitahon.

I knew that within thirty seconds the police can discover where the
caller is calling from. So I didn’t even say goodby to my wife and
children., I just hung up the phone down and ran.



CyberCozen March 1995 2

The current situation began when the Israeli people, frightened by
explosions every day, went out in demonstrations of hundreds of
thousands, and the threat of the government'’s falling became real.
Suddenly it was leaked out that the government had conducted three
months’ of fruitful talks with Hamas in Lisbon and that a solution was
close at hand. The Security Lottery (Lotto-Bitahon) was established as
a result of these talks. There had been no need to be a mathematical
genius to count the victims of terrorist acts. The numbers had
gradually risen, until, on the average, nearly fifty were killed every
week, not to mention hundreds of injured. No person knew when his
moment would come. The whole population was participating in a mortal
lottery. An accidental process must be regulated.

The Security Lottery began with only jobless males playing.
However, after the first weekly drawing, a coalition of feminist
organizations appealed to the Supreme Court, demanding the removal of
this sexual discrimination. The Court fully supported their demands.
Unemployed women began to play also.

I went through a white labyrinth of refrigerators and washing
machines. Oh! Here it is, the food section! My Wonderland, my
pastures of heaven! To distract watching eyes, to appear as an ordinary
customer, I threw a carton of milk, cottage cheese and bread into my
shopping cart.

Terrorist acts stopped, people began to calm down, but an
unexpected problem arose: two yeshiva students won in Lotto-Bitahon.
The only organized force in the state of Israel - the Ultra-Orthodox -
came out on the streets. The Prime Minister watched a CNN program in
which the whole world could see fighting between the Ultra-Orthodox and
police mounted on horses. He immediately called his cabinet to an
emergency meeting. A day later the Knesset adopted an amendment to the
Security Lottery Law: "... connoisseurs of Torah cannot be passed into
the hands of goyim."

Streets became tranquil immediately, and the Orthodox factions in
the Knesset supported a proposal to turn Nablus and Jenin fully over to
the government of the Palestinian Autonomy. That led to new amendments
to the Security Lottery Law. Previously, every Friday Gaza received
four Israelis, winners in Lotto-Bitahon, Hebron - two, Jericho - one,
Ramallah - one. But Nablus and Jenin also demanded their shares. The
Nablusians had the insolence to ask for two persons every week! Here
the Prime Minister showed his iron will. It was agreed on one Jew for
the two cities every week. The Arabs have the responsibility of
dividing him as they wish: this is in their jurisdiction. The total
for all towns is now nine Jews every week. That is obvious progress
compared to fifty deaths each week. And there are no terrible big-scale
disasters on the TV news, there is no danger to tourists. Tourism
brings in a lot of money...

I reached the shelves with sweets. Ah, that's for me! The most
delicious of French candy: chocolate, thin wafer shell, crumbled
hazelnuts, cocoa liqueur, cognac... I placed a box of these candies in
my shopping cart, tore the bright colorful wrapper off, opened the box
and took a small brown ball from its embrace of goldlike foil. There
was starlight in my eyes, I don’t know why. Maybe it was a fit of
Pleasure, or perhaps it was simply my hungry blood pouring from my brain
into my stomach. I didn’t understand how three candies disappeared into
my mouth...
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Who would have thought that this controversial Security Lottery Law
would bring so many benefits to the state at once!

First: Unemployment almost vanished. The Minister of Labor was
well satisfied. Only the jobless took part in the Lottery. Every job,
even the dirtiest one, was worth its weight in gold. Damn it! What
gold? It was the weight of life! A paradise-like life began for the
few jobless too (nearly 2000, I heard on the radio before leaving). We
had benefits three times more than our previous wages without any time
limitation. Persons wishing to feed their families the "easy way" could
leave their jobs, take the risk and participate in Lotto-Bitahon. 1In
fact, I was at fault for all my troubles. I could have worked and
worked in the carrot factory, sorting carrots into three categories. ..
I began to hate carrots! I couldn’t stand this orange shit!!! Who
would have thought that for nine months I wouldn't find a job?

Second: All soldiers wanted to be in combat units. Certainly!
After serving in these units they had a whole favorable Year in which
their identity card numbers did not play in Lotto-Bitahon.

Third: Morality in the state jumped to the heights of heaven.
Really, heaven! People began to trust in God. The competition for
getting into yeshivas was unbelievably hard. Everybody wanted to learn
Torah.

One of the store’'s employees gazed in my direction suspiciously.
She worked near the sweet shelves and didn’'t liked my chewing. For
camouflage I chose a bag of cookies and placed it in my shopping cart.
But after eating half of the French candies I felt that I had reached
paradise a bit earlier than necessary. Maybe that was because of the
candies’ cognac. No-no, it's too early for paradise, I must not get
drunk. Certainly not! I opened a bottle of juice and poured into
myself a good half-liter of this real nectar. Well! Well-well! It'’s a
pity I can’t make coffee here. What good coffee bedouins make...

Some commentators said there is a professional army of 200,000 men
trained in Gaza. The Gaza winners in Lotto-Bitahon were sent directly
to these soldiers. As the Israeli government demanded, it was forbidden
for TV cameramen to film what was done with them. It could undermine
immigration. Now envoys of the Jewish Agency cheerfully appeared before
immense groups in the former Soviet Union and authoritatively declared
that Israel has the lowest level of unemployment among all developed

countries, Only 0.05%! "The Jewish economic miracle" - cunningly
smiled the Agency envoys. In truth, there was one real benefit for new
immigrants, Their identity card numbers did not play in Lotto-Bitahon
during their first six months after arriving in Israel. Most of them

were lucky enough to find some kind of a job in this time.

I’ve such bad luck! Two weeks ago the king of Morocco announced
that his state is ready to receive a considerable portion of its former
citizens. My wife is half-Moroccan, we could have applied. Too bad the

Lottery reached me before we could grab the offer.

Trying not to attract the attention of the security men watching
the displays, I slowly moved my shopping cart to the shelves of prepared
salads and placed two packages in it. My wife likes this sort... My
eldest likes that one...

People’s lives had become much easier, thanks to the Security
Lottery! Citizens could take buses quietly, without fearing being
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turned into pieces of burned meat. Soldiers could hitchhike without any
danger from terrorist kidnappings. And the people slept. What force
could wake them up? Nobody was interested in waking up his fellow man.
Everybody was afraid to awake. Only a person like me, who had been out
of the System for seven days, could do IT: could wake up.

I threw the last candy in my mouth. I drank it down with the last
gulp of Jjuice. I saw that two big guys with guns on their belts, at the
far side of the room, were now moving deliberately toward me. Certainly
my picture must have been sent to observation posts all over the
country. Thanks, fellows, that you didn’t hurry, that you gave me time
to have some bliss at the last minute.

I stroked my rucksack with the explosives inside. My strange luck
had helped me to steal them yesterday from an Army truck. I pushed my
arm in. I touched the big metal alarm clock with two wires connected to
it. The old clock was broken and didn’t work, but there was no need for
it to work. I simply turned the big hand. _——

Letter to the Editor of CyberCozen: worldcon in Israel?

Dear Aharon,

I just ran across CyberCozen from July 1993, noticed the $15 cost
of a U.S. subscription and decided that yes, I want to subscribe. 1
still think it would be great to meet at the 1995 Worldcon in Glasgow,
if you can get over there. Of course an Israeli Worldcon would be even
more exciting, but I gather you don't have the people to organize one;
but maybe, if you can find the people to organize a bid, Jewish fans in
the U.S. will help on planning the actual convention. I know I'd be
thrilled to serve on the committee. Regards, Lucy Schmeidler
Dear Lucy: 1If we could have a one-day local Israeli convention, that
would be the place to start. I can’'t see doing a WorldCon when we’'ve
never even had a TelAvivCon organized by local people (with all the help
they can get). People in Israel don't have the time or inclination for
much volunteer work. The only hope I can see for any kind of a con here
is one organized by a commercial, money-making organization, with
experience 1in conventions. Can you make a thirty percent real profit
(after taxes, inflation) on your investment doing a WorldCon? If so,
maybe someone would take it on, Aharon

Note: Lucy Schmeidler writes fantasy and essays on fantasy topics. She
also publishes a one-page monthly on Jewish material in SF and fantasy
called "Jews in Space” (not to be confused with the APA Jewish Space).
Subscription price is only $5.00 a year, anywhere in the world, less
than air postage to Israel. If interested, write Lucy Schmeidler, 470
West End Ave., New York NY 10024, USA. _—

Israeli Gathering of Roleplayers -- 077730 MNURT YWY 033

IGOR (Israeli Gathering of Roleplayers) -- April 17 (Hol HaMoed Pesah),
Focus Club, Ramat Aviv (Einstein St., near University). Fee: IS 15 at
door; IS 10 for advance registration; IS 10 for soldiers presenting
Army ID. For information or registration call any phone number below:
1pnun2 N TID - 95 NIAN goepn? (Noa TvInn S0 'aA) 9°°73INT 17-2
a7 . (NVITI2IIINN 7992 L,17BWIN ‘'naa) 27aN PRTa UIPIa 11TVINA , 1277230

NIIYN NAaxn oy g°9°n9 n"w 10 ,WNIN gonw—3s n"w 10 ,o%pPna n"w 15 NU°a0
\gIN2D 097333960 TNNT WPNNT NI, NNy 0°L73 1279 AN
03-6832161 (133N Avner) -—- 03-9302475 ( 923> Yuval)
03-6355468 (‘v Tal) -- 03-6776430 {>nrow Shlomi)
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Next SCIENCE FICTION CLUB Meeting: t
Tuesday, April 25, 1995, 8:15 p.m. -- Lecture (in ENGLISH)
Pesah Amnuel, Science Fiction writer, on
Creation of Science Fiction Ideas
and Development of Creative Fantasy
{with practical exercises for the audience)

Rehovot Science Fiction (usually) meets the last Tuesday of each month
at the home of Tova, Bill and Rami Silverman,
19 Eisenberg St., fourth floor, Rehovot, Tel. 08-476142.

There is a REFRESHMENT CHARGE of 3.50 Shekels (for those who partake).

CyberCozen SF Newsletter, Vol. VII, Num. 4, Apr. 1995. Editor: Aharon
Sheer. Ed.Assist: Elana Dror. For mail delivery of CyberCozen, please
donate 25 shekels per YEAR. Air Mail to U.S., $15. If Aharon Sheer can
hand-deliver it, 10 shekels. Meeting notices only, 13 shekels.

Address: POB 9443, Tel Aviv 61093. Copyright (C) 1995, All rights
reserved to specified authors and artists.

Some Thoughts on Teleportation Inspired by Sam Braunstein’s January Talk
Larry Niven, in his novel A World Out of Time (1976), described a

teleportation system. If you pressed a sequence of numbers, you went to
a specified destination. But one sequence of numbers didn’'t send you
anywhere -- it renewed your body, enabling you to live forever, by
deleting age poisons that were deleterious to health. But why shouldn’t

any teleportation (as defined by Sam) do the same?
Sam defines teleportation as "disembodied" movement from one place
. to another. He gave the telephone as an example. Sound waves don’t
travel over the wires. They are analyzed at one end and reconstituted
at the other. One might say that this is a process of "copying".

Teleportation could be a method of copying: you list the position
and type of every atom in the body, send the list (at no more than the
speed of light), and reconstruct the body at the other end. Such a
method might require "destructive copying"; that is, to get out all of
the body's information, you would have to take the body completely
apart. ({Physicist Asher Shor, in a talk he gave us in July 1991,
estimated that the amount of energy released in such a taking apart
might be enough to destroy a whole city.) However, you also have the
problem of the enormous quantity of information necessary to describe
the whole body. Sam estimated that it would take over one hundred
million centuries to transmit all that information!

A better solution would be to build on standardized parts. 1It’s
not necessary to send a description of all the atoms of each person’s
heart, for example. A small number of parameters might describe an
idealized heart matching the subject sufficiently well. Anyway, why
reconstruct a heart whose arteries have arteriosclerosis? For that
matter, why reconstruct skin with liver spots, or a leg which was broken
and healed slightly crooked? You’d do better to save communication time
and transmit information about completely healthy organs.

It would seem that the only part of the body which has to be
reconstructed in full is the brain. Every memory, every thought must be
copied exactly. With the best knowledge we have today, this will
require copying every molecule.

Even with the brain we have room for improvement. Why send a brain
afflicted with Alzheimer’s? The teleportation system could interpolate
between the healthy neurons, discarding the sick ones. This would mean

we would lose the information in the sick ones, but in any case
Alzheimer’'s progression leads to loss of memory. The resultant brain
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would be young and healthy. It'’s speculated that many mental diseases
are due to viral damage to the brain in childhood (schizophrenia?).
Such damage could be repaired also, eliminating from the world the
mental illnesses of people like Maurice Ravel and Franz Kafka. (If Van
Gogh had not been crazy, would he still have been a great painter? Was
da Vinci insane? Was Picasso?)

Think of what this could do for child rearineg. If you don’t
behave, we’ll teleport the naughtiness out of you. Or when we teleport,
we can insert expertise in a foreign language (or even better, turn
everyone in the world into an English speaker). :)

All of the above assumes that teleportation is done by
(destructive?) copying. If we travel using wormholes (hyperspace), for
truly instantaneous travel, we'll be stuck with our our aches and
pains. What a loss! aw

Comments to Editor of CyberCozen:

Editor’s Note: In Jewish Space I made the following comment about the
name of Lucy Schmeidler’s monthly publication, Jews in Space:

"’Jews in Space’? What a ridiculous name. Are there Jews in

space? Were there ever? Will there ever be? On the other hand,

"Jewish Space" exists wherever Jews are, and the double meaning of

SPACE here makes the name delightful."”
My comment provoked the following responses from Jewish Space readers:

From Mordechai Housman: The title Jews In Space has a rich
history. One of the earliest uses was at the end of Mel Brook’s movie
History of the World Part One, and I have heard it claimed that it was
the original title of the movie Spaceballs. Many variations preceded
that, such as the Muppets' Pigs In Space.

From Mark L. Blackman: "Jews in Space" was a shtick at the end of
Mel Brook'’s History of the World. Yes, there has been at least one Jew
in space, Judith Resnick, one of the Challenger astronauts, plus
numerous fictitious ones. Ew
Editor’s Note: The following are comments on old CyberCozen material
reprinted recently in Jewish Space:

Re: Commentary by Daniel Gorelik on Utopia: H.G. Wells Men Like Gods,
from the December 1992 issue:

From Mordechai Housman: The Jewish concept of the Messianic Age is
not one of complacency and stagnation. Rather, it will be the epitome
of spiritual growth and achievement. Thus, we will not have to
surrender "that intensity of life" as H.G. Wells feared. We will learn
to enjoy the struggle for spiritual growth much more than the material
struggles we engage in today. Maimonides says (Judges, Laws of Kings,
12:4-5):

"The Sages did not yearn for the Messianic era in order to have

dominion over the entire world, to rule over the gentiles, to be

exalted by the nations, or to eat, drink and celebrate. Rather, to
be free to involve themselves in Torah and wisdom without any
pressures or disturbances so that they would merit the World to

Come....

"In that era, there will be neither famine nor war, envy or

competition, for good will flow in abundance and all delights will

be as common as dust. The occupation of the entire world will be

solely to know G-d."

Just because we will have no disturbances or outside pressures does

not mean there will be no struggle. Spiritual growth is always a
struggle. Mordechai Housman

From Mark L. Blackman: Plato’s "ideal state" banned poets. Re
Marx, "scientific" was a 19th century buzzword; he meant his ideas were

mended it to several people, who also ll1KeQ 1ls Jlmagiluavive
;Z;ggaih to what might conceivably be done in Fhe.near futureé 1ftﬁhe
space program ever gets back on the track. This is an SF boo w1ll a
solid scientific base, but it's also a lot of fgn to read. A really
P R e (T read it in the Hebrew translation.) P
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) Next SCIENCE FICTION CLUB Meeting: ¢
Tuesday, May 30, 1995, 8:15 p.m. -- Lecture (in ENGLISH)
Amnon Stupp, Science Fiction fan, on
The End of Civilization as We Know It —-- in Science Fiction

{A Guided Discussion)
Rehovot Science Fiction (usually) meets the last Tuesday of each month
at the home of Tova, Bill and Rami Silverman,
19 Eisenberg St., fourth floor, Rehovot, Tel. 08-476142,.

There is a REFRESHMENT CHARGE of 3.50 Shekels (for those who partake).

CyberCozen SF Newsletter, Vol. VII, Num. 4, May 1995. Editor: Aharon
Sheer. Ed.Assist: Elana Dror. For mail delivery of CyberCozen, please
donate 25 shekels per YEAR. Air Mail to U.S., $15. If Aharon Sheer can
hand-deliver it, 10 shekels. Meeting notices only, 13 shekels.

Address: POB 9443, Tel Aviv 61093. Copyright (C) 1995, All rights
reserved to specified authors and artists.

Thoughts on aliens in Science Fiction, with examples

by Amnon Stupp

When Aharon asked me to participate in a panel on "Aliens in
Science Fiction" (December, 1994) my first thought was that most writers
don't use aliens.

When I looked over my library to refresh my memory, starting from
the letter "A", I saw: Asimov - doesn’t have aliens; Piers Anthony -
usually doesn’t have aliens but in the Kirilian Quest series he does;
Alfred Bester - has aliens but not in the famous books (only in Extro).
And then, suddenly, all the writers started having an abundance of
aliens: Gordon Dickson has interesting aliens (None but Man), Heinlein
has aliens (Stranger in a Strange Land, Methuselah’'s Children, and
more), Frank Herbert has aliens (Whipping Star, The Dosadi Experiment,
and others such as the immortals in The Heaven Makers).

When I saw how many aliens there are I thought of another point
Aharon raised, that maybe these aliens are really human beings, just
with a strange shape.

So I started thinking about how aliens are used in Science Fiction,
and for what purpose. I found that my personal preference is for aliens
which aren’t too alien. After all, what readers are usually interested
in are human beings. If we want humans to interact with the aliens,
they must have something in common. Perhaps the aliens are bad guys who
want more space and fight us, or maybe they are good guys who want
humans to join their galactic civilization. Generally there must be
contact with humans; they must share the same physical space. Even if
there are no humans in the story, the aliens themselves have to interest
us, and therefore be enough like humans that there are parallels.

I can only remember reading one book with really, totally, alien
aliens, and that is Stanislaw Lem’s Solaris. In Solaris the aliens are
so alien that it is impossible to understand them at all. But this
device only means that the aliens become part of the scenery and might
as well be natural forces, which we don’t try to "understand".

Most writers have very human-like aliens. Usually the difference
is only in one thing: a slightly different way of seeing the universe,
a slightly different philosophy of life (or death), or some difference
in the society. Trying to give a convincing portrayal of an alien is
quite difficult even with only one "slight" difference, and sometimes
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the author fails in that too.
I would like to mention some aliens I personally found memorable:

I will start with the Cluster Series by Piers Anthony and his
aliens, the Polarians. This is a race of round bodied beings, who roll
around as a means of locomotion. Anthony’s claim is that their bodily
shape influences their approach to the world - he contrasts their
"enfolding" philosophy with the "cutting", "sword" philosophy of human
beings. The theory is that the shape of an alien race influences its
behavior. Anthony doesn’t make much of this, and in later books the
shape thing is dropped completely. I certainly understand why - it
would be very difficult to think up shape-dependent philosophies for all

the various creatures he dreams up in the series. In fact, Anthony uses
his aliens mainly to add "color" to the story, a common usage. He has
some other clever uses of alienness: for example, a laser-eyed being

who can sneak a weapon into a meeting because its eyes are the weapon.

But most aliens in the series could be replaced by human beings with no
changes in the story.

A completely different approach is used by Frank Herbert in the
books about BuSab agent McKee. Herbert describes, especially in The
Dosadi Experiment, the Gowachin .

The Gowachin are very different from humans. They are a frog-like
race whose individuals start their life as tadpoles fleeing their father
who chases them, swallowing any who fail to escape. The Gowachin have a
strange legal system in which judgements are passed in an arena-court,
and the victor is the one who is killed. I admit I did not understand
the system, and I suspect Herbert didn’t also, but it reflects a deep
difference in perception of the universe - "the just should be killed",
or maybe "it isn’t right to be right".

During the meeting Aharon brought up the Japanese custom in the
Middle Ages of sending a representative of the peasants to their lord.
As Aharon remembered it, if the request was granted the representative
was executed. If this is correct, Herbert’'’s idea isn’t as novel as I
thought. This shows that one way to create an alien society is to take
an unfamiliar human society and replace the humans in it with aliens.

Thinking about different perceptions of the universe brought to
mind a book by Gordon Dickson - None but Man. I think that Dickson in
his various books treats the alien question very well, perhaps the best
of any author I have read. Dickson builds his aliens up from one
fundamental difference between them and humans. In None but Man the
aliens are very human: they are afraid, their politics dictate their
actions even if they would like to act differently, they love their
children, and they make mistakes. The great difference is that for
his human beings the guiding principle in life is "to be right", while
for the aliens the guiding principle is "to be honorable", and even if
something is "right” but "dishonorable" they wouldn’t do it.

This isn’t so alien that we can not understand it. There are
people who wouldn’t do something "right" if it isn’t "honorable” and
would be quite content to do the "honorable" thing even if it isn’t

"right". At the meeting Aharon said he really found out what alien is
when he visited Japan. The honor thing was - and maybe still is - very
important in Japanese society. [Ed. Assist. note: also in Romulan

society.] We also know that "honor" is a prime motivator for many
people in our area of the world, and was certainly the cause of much
trouble, and a lot of literature, in the Middle Ages.

For Dickson's aliens "honor" is a shifting thing based on the
policies of the family then in power. If what you did was in accordance
with the policies, and also successful, it is honorable: if it isn’t,
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even if there was a change of policies you weren't aware of, it is
dishonorable. This reminded me of descriptions of Japanese Samurai,
where if a Samurai's actions reflected badly on his lord, he was
expected to kill himself and relieve his lord of the embarrassment.

Dickson develops this difference with his usual talent, and shows
how this basic misunderstanding almost brought about interstellar war.

At the meeting, Sarah Svetitsky demonstrated from C.J. Cherryh that
one successful device is to take some human attribute to extremes. In
None But Man Dickson used the aliens to present a trait, or behavior,
which exists in human beings also, and bring it to an extreme. Perhaps
this is what C.J. Cherryh does too. Sometimes this is done to present
an alternative to the accepted way of thinking. But I think this
technique is mostly used to contrast the usual way with something else,
and so make the "usual" explicit instead of taken for granted.

Finally, I want to discuss David Brin, who also has many aliens.

In Brin’s Uplift Series, older intelligent races find "clients"
among pre-sentient races, and 1lift them to sapiency. Pre-sentient
usually means some use of tools; for example, chimpanzees use stones to
break conches, and sticks to get at things beyond arm range. The older
"patron" race genetically changes the "client" to increase intelligence,
and to introduce other changes. The clients owe 100,000 years of
indentured service as payment. The culture created in this way is
interracial: races are uplifted, uplift other races, die, and so on,
but the culture remains. This has been going on for a few billion
yvears. Human beings haven’t been uplifted, don’t have a patron, and are
hated and feared by the "normal” races.

Brin has many aliens, but the important ones are the uplifted
clients of human beings ("our" clients): dolphins in Startide Rising,
and chimpanzees in The Uplift War.

The description of Dolphins is especially interesting. Dolphins’
grasp of the universe is completely different from ours. Genetic
changes made to them make them nearer to us, otherwise no communication
would be possible. Primitive dolphins, according to Brin, live in a
world of sounds. Because they themselves can create sounds, their world
is only partly real. Uplifted dolphins can also sink into that poetic
half-unreal world, and hide reality behind their sound constructs.

I think the analogue to that would be if we could project
holograms, indistinguishable from reality, and would do that
subconsciously. Then while walking a street we couldn't know how much
of what we see is real and what is our (or someone else’s) projection.

Having reached only "H" in my perusal of authors and finding too
many aliens, I stopped.

I would like to add some general thoughts to what was said in the

panel. Aliens are used in S.F for many things:
1) "color";
2) to make thinking explicit which is normally hidden and taken for
granted;

3) to suggest different life styles and modes of thinking;

4) to give the characters something to fight against.

Fighting can be used to make human heroes examine their own beliefs
and society, much as in the "making explicit” usage. A possible example
of that is Orson Card’s Ender’'s Game. The aliens are really just
bogeymen, they don’t appear at all except at the very end. But the
whole book, especially after what we learn at the end, can be seen as an

examination of human morality, in-humanness, and human-ness, including
all the human failings.
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Next SCIENCE FICTION CLUB Meeting:
Tuesday, July 4, 1995, 8:15 p.m. -- {(in ENGLISH)
Special Effects in SF Films: we will show a half hour film on
special effects in Star Trek and Star Wars, and have a discussion on
how the effects were done. Afterwards, we will present some longer

special effect excerpts from the Star Wars film.

Rehovot Science Fiction (usually) meets the last Tuesday of each month
at the home of Tova, Bill and Rami Silverman,
19 Eisenberg St., fourth floor, Rehovot, Tel. 08-476142.

There is a REFRESHMENT CHARGE of 3.50 Shekels (for those who partake).

CyberCozen SF Newsletter, Vol. VII, Num. 6, June 1995. Editor: Aharon
Sheer. Ed.Assist: Elana Dror. For mail delivery of CyberCozen, please
donate 25 shekels per YEAR. Air Mail to U.S., $15. If Aharon Sheer can
hand-deliver it, 10 shekels. Meeting notices only, 13 shekels.

Address: POB 9443, Tel Aviv 61093. Copyright (C) 1995, All rights
reserved to specified authors and artists.

Short Reviews: by sara svetitsky

A College of Magics by Caroline Stevermer

This is a delightful book which is both a successful alternate
universe (very close to but not at all identical with 1908 Europe) and
an original and extremely well-done treatment of the old "unhappy
teenager discovers magical powers" theme. The magic which Faris
Nallaneen learns at Greenlaw College is subtle, unobtrusive and carries
more responsibilities than power, and Faris’ conflict with her uncle,
who sends her (the rightful heir of Galazon) to Greenlaw to get her out
of the way, is handled maturely and without resorting to stereotypical
villainy. The themes may be old but the treatment is fresh.
Recommended to all fantasy readers.

Larque on the Wing by Nancy Springer

This is one crazy book. Springer has always written fantasy with
touches of horror. This is fantasy (or magic realism), with touches of
horror and a large helping of hysterical laughter. Larque, a forty-year
old wife, mother, and commercial artist, is having a very messy mid-1life
crisis. She is gspending quite a lot of it as an 18-year old boy --
unless she's actually the 10-year old version who is running around
too. She’'s pretty sure she not the one who has moved in with her
husband, but she might turn out to be wrong. This is a book in which
people’s personalities fragment and are reassembled, sexual organs are
temporarily forgotten in desk drawers, and carrots become an addiction.
I’ wouldn't give it to a kid, but I recommend it highly otherwise. g a

Editor’s Note: The following are COMmENtS on old CyberCozen material
eprinted recently in Jewish Space:
€+ Advertisements in the December 1992 issue of CyberCozen.

The first one looks like it's real (Halper’'s Book Store), and the
last three are obviously jokes. I'm not sure, but I think the
Planetarium and Jewish Vegetarian Society ads are real and are not
jokes. It doesn't help real advertisers if you mix theirs in with the
fake advertisements. Assuming any of them are real. Mordechai Housman
The Editor Comments:

So that's why Halper's Book Store refused to take out a
subscription to CyberCozen! We will publish any short advertisement on
an SF or Fantasy topic readers send us, fake or not. Aharon P
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Re: Unseen by Miriam Ben-Lulu from the September 1992 issue.

Non-blind people are used to relying on vision. We have come to
believe that nothing is as reliable as our sight, to the detriment of
the full use of our other senses. At one convention I attended, I
stayed in a hotel room registered by Harold Feld. Harold, before he got
married, was famous for having over-populated crash spaces at cons. The
only person who never tripped over anyone during that con was the blind
person staying with us. The fact is, though, that sight is the easiest

faculty to use in the process of identification. I can count coins by
feeling them, but it is much harder to count the instruments in an
orchestra by listening to the music. Mordechai Housman

Huh? A spacecraft’'s sensors checking for oxygen content wouldn't
use "visual clues"”, but chemical ("tactile") ones, though the
information might appear visually on a meter or voiced by a computer,
and communications would be "auditory". Also, ftl [faster than light]
presents problems. Miriam omitted psychic information.

Mark. L. Blackman .

Light Bulb Jokes from the Net -- submitted by Shmuel Kahn

How many data base people does it take to screw in a light bulb?
Three. One to write the light bulb removal program, one to write
the light bulb insertion program, and one to act as a light bulb

administrator to make sure nobody else tries to change the light bulb at
the same time.

How many hackers does it take to screw in a light bulb?
"Huh? You mean it’s dark in here?"

How many hardware guys does it take to screw in a light bulb?
"Well, the diagnostics say it’'s fine, buddy, so it’s a software
problem.”

How many IBM engineers does it take to screw in a light bulb?
None. They just let Marketing explain that "Dead Bulb" is a
feature.

How many members of the U.S.S. Enterprise does it take to change a
light bulb?

Scotty will report to Captain Kirk that the light bulb in the
Engineering Section is burnt out, to which Kirk will send Bones to
pronounce the bulb dead. Scotty, after checking around, notices that
they have no more new light bulbs, and complains that he can’t see in
the dark to tend to his engines. Kirk must make an emergency stop at
the next uncharted planet, Alpha Regula IV, to procure a light bulb from
the natives. Kirk, Spock, Bones, Sulu, and 3 red shirt security
officers beam down. The 3 security officers are promptly killed by the
natives, and the rest of the landing party is captured. Meanwhile, back
in orbit, Scotty notices a Klingon ship approaching and must warp out of

orbit to escape detection. Bones cures the native king who is suffering
from the flu, and as a reward the landing party is set free and given
all of the light bulbs they can carry. Scotty cripples the Klingon ship
and warps back to the planet just in time to beam up Kirk et al. The
new bulb is inserted, and the Enterprise continues with its five year
mission. - m
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Advertisements Advertisements Advertisements Advertisements

Sefel v’Sefer - Book Store/Coffee House 13 NY3Y 0130 NHYIIN - 90U 990
2 Yaavetz St. Jerusalem 02-248237 09wy 2 payvr 'nM
with lots of SF (new and used) (WINY wNIWN) 2331772 YINn N oy
in the area of the Midrahov 2307TNN IYIN]

Shifty’s Shoe Shoppes Ladies, do your feet ache? Try our exclusive
anti-gravity foot pads. You'’ll feel like you're floating on air. Law
officers, we can offer you the largest selection of specially designed
shoes: 1) jet heels that will enable you to catch the fastest footpad
when he takes to his heels, 2) shoes with clawed soles and arched backs
for handling cat burglars. The kiddies will love our new "Brats" - they
skid, they whistle, they shriek! (There is a special discount price for
buyers having more than four feet.) At all Cellular Teleport Stations.

| N
Short Reviews: by Aharon Sheer

The Handmaid's Tale by Margaret Atwood (1985), 395 pages. Recommended
by Shmuel Kahn. This is a woman's novel. [Ed. Assistant: What do you
mean, "a woman’s novel”?] For reasons unknown, fertility in humans has
been going down for many years. In the 1950’'s a couple that decided to
try to have a baby had a 95% chance that the woman would be pregnant
within a year. In the 1970's the chances had dropped to 85%. Some say
that today (1995) the figure is less than 75%. If this drop in
fertility continues, what will it be in 50 years?

Imagine a future U.S. in which almost all couples do not succeed in
having babies. What do the wealthy and powerful do to have children? A
revolution has taken place, and a fundamentalist Christian religious
group has taken over. Women's tasks are to care for the home and to try
and have children; only the men go out of the home to work. Wealthy
and powerful men have large households, with many servants. If such a
man's wife is not fertile, he has a handmaid, a woman of proven
fertility (but "low morality" -- a divorced or unwed mother), who is
obligated to serve that man sexually in a ritual designed solely to get
her pregnant. The book is the tale as told by one such handmaid, and is
psychologically very convincing. Such a future America seems quite
possible, given the assumptions. Not pleasant.

The Handmaid’s Tale was on the New York Times Bestseller List for
over four months. It was made into an unsuccessful movie (of the same
name) in 1990, in which a happy ending was added to the heroine’'s story.

A Season for Slaughter by David Gerrold (1992), 562 pages. Recommended
by Rami Silverman. This is the fourth in the War Against the Chtorr
series, which looks like it will go on for centuries. This is also one
of the best in the alien invasion genre, because these aliens are really
alien, and book after book gathers more information about them without

getting an answer to the terrible question: Who or what is behind the
alien invasion? The most intelligent of the invading life forms -- the
size of an elephant -- only has the intelligence of a chimpanzee! Earth
has been devastated by alien plagues, and is gradually being taken over
by alien plants and animals. Earth is being chtorraformed, named after
the sound the largest alien life form makes, "CHTORR!" Earth's ecology
is being remade so that it is more suitable for these life forms. Man
is being forced to live with them since all attempts to destroy them
have failed. But where is the intelligence behind the invasion?

The worst part of this series is the hero, who is an obnoxious,
superior, vengeful, know-it-all, with whom it is almost impossible to
sympathize. I like the series very much, but I can well understand
those who became disgusted after a few hundred pages (and it does go on
and on and on). -
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| Next SCIENCE FICTION CLUB Meeting:
Tuesday, July 25, 1995, 8:15 p.m. -- Lecture (in ENGLISH)
by Shmuel Safran (father of Moshe Safran),
Professor, Dept. of Materials and Interfaces, Weizmann Institute,
and a keyboard player:
Electronic and Computer Music
(with demonstrations)

WARNING: This month’'s meeting is at the house of the Safrans,
17 Pinsker St., Entrance #2, Rehovot, Tel. 08-361 631

There is a REFRESHMENT CHARGE of 3.50 Shekels (for those who partake).

CyberCozen SF Newsletter, Vol. VII, Num. 7, July 1995. Editor: Aharon
Sheer. Ed.Assist: Elana Dror. For mail delivery of CyberCozen, please
donate 25 shekels per YEAR. Air Mail to U.S., $15. If Aharon Sheer can
hand-deliver it, 10 shekels. Meeting notices only, 13 shekels.

Address: POB 9443, Tel Aviv 61093. Copyright (C) 1995, All rights
reserved to specified authors and artists.

Methods of development of creative fantasy by pesakh Amnuel

[Editor’s Note: This is Pesakh Amnuel’s summary of his talk before the
club on April 25, 1995. Following it are comments by Bill Silverman.]
The methods were proposed by Genrich Altshuller (Soviet inventor
and SF writer) and Pesakh Amnuel (SF writer and astrophysicist) after
investigation of nearly 10,000 SF ideas and situations. The methods are

taught in Schools for Inventors (in Russia and other republics of the
former USSR).

1. The decrease method. Any fundamental characteristic of the
object is decreased sharply until a qualitative change arises.

A science fiction example: "Fantastic Voyage" by Isaac Asimov where
miniaturized men in a mini-submarine travel inside arteries (see also
"The magic eye" by A. Belyaev, etc.).

2. The increase method. Any fundamental characteristic of the
object is increased sharply until a qualitative change arises.

"Flowers for Algernon" by Donald Keyes - increase of the
intelligence of a man.
"Such day will go" by V. Zhuravleva - increase of the natural

parameters of a man.

"Flight of the Earth" by F. Karsak - increase of a space ship's
dimensions.

3. The reverse method. Any characteristic of an object is changed
to its reverse.

"First men in the Moon" by H. G. Wells - antigravitation.
"Travels of Ion Tichy" by S. Lem - a man grows young again.

All methods have reverse ones: decrease-increase, etc,

4. The acceleration method. Any action of an object is accelerated
until a qualitative change arises.

"The New Accelerator" by H. G. Wells - a man lives at an
accelerated rhythm of life.

5. The deceleration method. Any action of the object is
slowed-down until a qualitative change arises,

"Meeting in desert” by I. Rosohovatsky - creatures live at such a
slow time rhythm that they look to us like statues.
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6. The crushing method. An object is broken up into small parts
until a qualitative change arises.

"Travel of Professor Tarantoga" by S. Lem - a man is broken up into
atoms, the atoms are broadcast and collected again in another place.

7. The integration method. Unite objects which are not normally
united.

"Owner of a bay" by S. Gansovsky - micro-organisms unite when
danger arises, and thus a single creature forms.

8. The separating out method. Any basic characteristic of an
object is separated from it.

"Little ass and axiom" by G. Al'tov - a space ship's engine is
separated from it (the propelling force is a laser on the Earth).

9. The carrying in method. Any characteristic of one object is
utilized by another object.

"Exchange of intellects" by Robert Sheckley - a man makes use of
other creatures’ intellects.

10. The universalization method. The actions of an object spread
over an essentially larger class of occurrences.

"A girl near a precipice” by V. Shefner - the universal material.

11. The limitation method. The actions of an object are limited to
a very narrow class of phenomena.

"Robot with a swelled head" by Henry Kuttner - a universal humanoid
robot which can only open tin cans.

12. The discretisation method. If the actions of an object are
continuous in time - to make them discrete.

"Farewell on the coast” by E. Voiskunsky and I. Lukodianov -
discretisation of the process of growing old.

13. The continuous method. If the actions of an object are
discrete - to make them continuous.

"The astronauts" by G. Martinov - the process of eating (which is
normally discrete in time) is made continuous (the food is in the air
and is absorbed when a man breathes).

14, The dynamization method. If an object is static - to make it
changeable.
"The time patrol"” by Poul Anderson - the alteration of history.

16. The nature method. If an object is man-made - to make it
natural.

[Editor’s Note: An example of this is "Speaker for the Dead" by
Oorson Scott Card in which intelligent trees voluntarily split themselves
into planks for use in construction.]

16. The man-made method. If the object is natural - to make it
man-made.

"Harbor of stone storms" by G. Al’tov - spherical clusters of stars
are created by other civilizations.

17. The management method. If the characteristic of an object is
not managed - to make it manageable.

"Discovery of himself" by V. Savthenko - management of the exterior
of a man.
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18. The anti-management method. If the characteristic of an object
is managed - to make it unmanaged.

Methods 15 and 18 are not usually used in SF, but are very helpful
for exercises on creative fantasy.

The above mentioned methods are basic. About twenty modifications
also exist. Other methods for training in creative fantasy:

- The method of "four floors" (by G. Altshuller);

~ Morphological analysis;

- The pantogram method (a combination of morphological analysis and
the above mentioned methods);

~ The method of tendencies;

- The method of "good-bad".

All the methods are described in books:

B. Zlotin, A. Zusman, "A month under stars of fantasy", Kishinev, 1989
P. Amnuel, "Puzzles for experts", Moscow, 1988

P. Amnuel, "Stellar ships of fantasy", Moscow, 1988

P. Amnuel, "The surprising world of fantasy", Petrozavodsk, in press.
H |
Comments by Bill Silverman on Methods of Development of Creative Fantasy

The Methods are mis-titled; substitute "Cookbook" for the phrase
"Development of Creative".

1. A better example of the "decrease" method is Richard Matheson'’s
"He who Shrank", where a man shrinks through intermediate sizes and
finally emerges from our ken (and the story) into the realm of
molecules. An excellent short story - I forget who wrote it (IFWWI) -
described the shrinking of a man down to the atomic level, and beyond -
the atomic realm was an embedded universe, with its own macroscopic
galaxies, planetary systems, and so forth, down to its own (sub?) atomic
realm, and so forth! A neat idea, but contrary to modern ideas of
Quantum Mechanics. You might quote the bit of doggerel which goes:

Large worlds have smaller worlds,
which feed on their velocity;

and smaller worlds have lesser worlds,
and so on to viscosity.

2. A more upbeat version of the Keyes' story appeared several years
ago in a series called "Children of Wonder", by Wilmar Shiras, in which
a group of children with extraordinary talents and intelligence
gradually emerged from hiding to become the basis of a new renaissance.
The novel "Odd John" by Olaf Stapledon also comes to mind.

3. The "reverse" method is characteristic of most stories dealing
with cyclic processes - e.g. Brian Aldiss's Heliconia trilogy in which
whole race is periodically subject to alternate plagues with the same
viral cause which leave them fat for a 200 year Winter and thin for a
200 year Summer.

4., A more modern example of the "acceleration" method is Poul
Anderson’s "Tau Zero", in which, due to an accident, a spaceship must
constantly accelerate toward the speed of light, acquiring an enormous
"Tau" (time contraction factor), and finally flies beyond the maximum
expansion of the Universe, and is able to decelerate through the "Big
Crunch" and a new "Big Bang" to arrive in a newly born Universe. (Note
that this one deals with a cyclic process as well.)

5. The "Slow Glass" stories of Bob Shaw are a very nice example of
the "deceleration” method. A kind of glass in which the speed of light
is on the order of inches/year is used for a variety of purposes, such
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as storing beautiful scenes, for rich people to install as picture
windows, to solving murders, after a long delay, of course.

So far we have four methods which can be described by the equation:
d characteristic(t)
method(t) = = --——-----emm————

6. I suppose that the "crushing” method applies to tales of
mechanical teleportation, accomplished by destructively scanning the
object to be transported, sending the pattern to the receiver, where the
object is reconstructed. This covers 7 as well. Examples are "Venus
Equilateral"” by George O. Smith, where the method is used to supply a
communication relay station; "Four Sided Triangle" (IFWWI), where a
love triangle is "solved" by duplicating the woman who is the object of
two men’'s affections; and many others.

7. Another popular employment of the "integration” method is the
transcendence of a species through evolution or whatever. Examples

range from Olaf Stapledon’s "Star Maker" to Arthur C. Clarke’'s
"Childhood's End".

Now we can throw in a simple integral in the above equation, adding
methods 6 and 7.

8. The "separating out"” method should be generalized to a "set
intersection” method; combining it with its opposite, "set union".

I could go on to include the remaining methods in the simple
mathematical model, but why bother. Maybe Science Fiction writers in
Russia don't study mathematics, but clearly American hard SF writers
such as Anderson, Asimov, Bear, Benford, Niven, etc., have employed much
more sophisticated methods to create their gimmicks and gadgets (and
alien races and societies), and then proceeded to write the story, which
can’'t (yet) be done to formula. Maybe that's why I find much Russian SF
to be dreary: they cook up the gimmicks, and toss in stock characters.

9. The "carrying in" method seems to be the attachment of some
novel attribute, or possibly just juggling the parameters of a
function. The example doesn’'t seem to suit the definition very well -
I'd describe that one as turning a scalar (one intellect) into a vector
(a range of intellects).

10. The "universalization" method is just adding a dimension to
your model of the universe (remember, a dimension need not be geometric

or temporal - lots of things are treated productively as dimensions in
physics).
11. "Robot with a swelled head" appears to be a retranslation

(English~->Russian->English) of "The Proud Robot", one of the drunken mad
scientist (Gallagher) stories of Henry Kuttner, written under the
pseudonym, "Lewis Padgett”.

12. The "discretization" method should be called the "quantization"
method; viewing an apparently continuous phenomenon as a sum over

discrete phenomena. I think that Benford was doing something like this
in "Timescape".

That's enough for now. Incidentally, the methods haven't even been
useful (except as road signs) in any of the hard sciences for a long
time. They remind me of primitive critical methods, used for dissecting
and classifying literary works, rather than creating them (ask any real
author what he thinks of that kind of critic). am
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] Next SCIENCE FICTION CLUB Meeting: !

Tuesday, August 29, 1995, 8:15 p.m. -- Lecture (in HEBREW)
39300 OI073) NAN22 NITNNY MY YYTNn NIYya 9y O9u9 y 1830 ,TIAINIT 12N
TINTIIN 1VI703INY OVIVE ANDD - 9INUD I93N

Rehovot Science Fiction (usually) meets the last Tuesday of each month
at the home of Tova, Bill and Rami Silverman,
19 Eisenberg St., fourth floor, Rehovot, Tel. 08-476142.

There is a REFRESHMENT CHARGE of 3.50 Shekels (for those who partake).

CyberCozen SF Newsletter, Vol. VII, Num. 8, August 1995. Editor: Aharon
Sheer. Ed.Assist: Elana Dror. For mail delivery of CyberCozen, please
donate 25 shekels per YEAR. Air Mail to U.S., $15. If Aharon Sheer can
hand-deliver it, 10 shekels. Meeting notices only, 13 shekels.

Address: POB 9443, Tel Aviv 61093. Copyright (C) 1995, All rights
reserved to specified authors and artists.

Letters to the Editors: Pesakh Amnuel's July article Methods of
development of creative fantasy, with comments by Bill Silverman, drew
more response than anything we’ve published in the last year and a half.

I personally agree with Pesakh. Let me give an example: A TV
series like Babylon 5 is dreary partly because the writers don't know
Pesakh’s methods. Bill said about Russian SF: "They cook up the
gimmicks, and toss in stock characters.”" That description applies
beautifully to Babylon 5, but there the gimmicks are mostly taken from
soap operas, which is apparently where the writers learned their trade.
I would send every SF TV series writer to a course like Pesakh
recommends; it could only make things a lot better.

Besides various enthusiastic telephone calls (including one from
Yiddish fantasy writer Leible Botwinnik), we got the following letter
from U.S. fantasy writer Lucy Schmeidler: '

Dear Editors,

I am writing in response to Pesakh Amnuel’s "Methods of development
of creative fantasy." First of all, I agree with Bill Silverman’'s last
note, suggesting that the listed methods are more useful for dissecting
and classifying literary works than for creating them.

I think that the use of the term "creative fantasy" is
instructive: the examples seem to fall primarily within the realm of
science fantasy rather than serious, hard science fiction. I think the
primary models for serious sf involve "what would happen if this
discovery, technology, policy, etc. were carried to its logical
conclusion?" (i.e. whatever the author considers logical) and "suppose a
theory, technology, etc. was developed to answer some current problem."
I haven’t worked out whether any of the proposed "methods" can be
interpreted to cover these questions ("What if this goes on?" and "What
if this doesn’t go on?")

Regards, Lucy Schmeidler -
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Author Reuven Danziger hopes to find a suitable rublisher or agent for
an American or British edition of his book, The Purple Planet - from
Jerusalem to Epsilon Eridani. Can anyone help? He has a synopsis of
his book, and four selected chapters, translated to English. He will
send them without charge to any interested CyberCozen reader.
42 HaRav Kook St, Apt 8, Netanya 42261, Tel: 09-339846, Fax: 09-663368.
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Short ReVieWS: by Aharon Sheer

The Gray Prince by Jack Vance (1974), 188 pages. Given to me by Gina
Alfandari. I always enjoy reading novels from Jack Vance'’s science
fiction/fantasy series on the space age 30,000 years from now, after the
spread of man throughout the vast expanse of the Gaean Reach. His alien
aliens with their fantastic capabilities, his clever humans, and his
strange and varied societies, are always fun to read about. Sometimes
"he makes a political point, too, and in this particular novel the point
is quite outspoken. I cannot resist quoting from it: I don’t think it
will spoil the pleasure of reading the book:

"Except for a few special cases, title to every parcel of real
property derives from an act of violence, more or less remote, and
ownership is only as valid as the strength and will required to maintain
it. This is the lesson of history, whether you like it or not....

"When the galaxy is ruled by a single law, ... ideals may have
substance. Until then, that which a man, a tribe, a nation or a world,
or the entire Gaean Reach possesses, it must be prepared to defend."

Neveryona by Samuel Delany (1983), 385 pages. Recommended by Stan
Isaacs. Until I had completely finished it, I was still not sure that
it is not a science fiction novel, in the sense that it might be taking
rlace on another planet. There is a hint of a fantasy element -- but
the only clearly fantastic incident occurs while the heroine is drunk,
so it is probably just a dream. Frankly, to me, to read hundreds of
pages of detailed description of everyday life (city and village) in
what is supposedly a historically valid period in human life on earth,
but one which never actually existed -- is boring. Em
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Ed. Note: This month we will begin publishing articles by Mordechai
Housman about Science Fiction on American TV. From time to time, as
Mordechai finds the time, various SF TV series will be reviewed here:

Science Fiction Series on American TV by Mordechai Housman
Star Trek: The Next Generation (Part One of Two)

Star Trek: The Next Generation (ST:TNG) has run its full course
(seven seasons), and like Star Trek: The Original Series (ST:TOS), it
never spared the chance to send the viewers a message. Since this series
centered primarily around the personalities of the crew, I shall discuss
the crew in this first installment.

Captain Jean-Luc Picard (Patrick Stewart) is the intellectual. A
man of deep feeling and serious introspection, he is committed to peace
and wisdom, though in my opinion he is occasionally too rigid in his
application of the Prime Directive. [Ed. Note: The Prime Directive
forbids the Federation from interfering with the development of planets
visited, for example, by introducing knowledge of new technologies.]

Some of the crew echoes that of the first Enterprise. For the
romantic, we have the ship’'s first officer, Commander William T. Riker
(Jonathan Frakes), assuming that aspect of Captain Kirk, as well as his
intensity of emotion.

In place of Spock is the emotionless android, Lt. Commander Data
(Brent Spiner), who makes complex calculations instantly and flawlessly,
studies the actions of humans, and misunderstands metaphors. Unlike
Spock, Data aspires to attain emotion.

The ship’s doctor is a woman, Dr. Beverly Crusher (Gates McFadden),

an old friend of the captain’s. Dr. Pulaski (Diana Muldaur) replaced
her, but unfortunately only for the second season, after which Dr.
Crusher returned. In my opinion, Dr. Pulaski’s irascibility, which,

incidentally, also made her Dr. McCoy's analogue, made for better crew
interplay, and I mourned her removal.

There is no communications officer on board this ship,
communications having been subsumed by Security. During the first
season, we had a woman chief of security, Lt. Commander Tasha Yar
({Denise Crosby). She was later killed, and a Klingon was made chief of
Security, Lt. Worf, son of Mogh (Michael Dorn).

Yes, irony is the hallmark of this crew. The supreme irony was the
blind navigator, Lt. Commander Geordi LaForge (Levar Burton), who wears
a visor that allows his brain’s vision center to see images, and in some
cases see what we sighted people cannot., In the second season Geordi was
promoted to Chief Engineer, but he is very different from Scotty, and
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many were delighted to see them together for an episode (Relics).

This ship has a new element: a ship’s counselor. Because she is
half human, half Betazoid (a telepathic species), Counselor Deeanna Troi
(Marina Sirtis) can sense emotions. She and Riker were once "involved",
and they travel through many levels of relationships throughout the
series.

The ship’s lounge area, Ten Forward, is sometimes hosted by a
unique bartender, Guinan (Whoopi Goldberg). She is of an ancient, alien
race with unspecified powers, who were scattered by the evil Borg
{cyborgs with hive-mind consciousness-sharing and invincible
technology), yet are powerful enough to be troublesome to the ambiguous
Q (an omnipotent, consciousness-sharing continuum). Guinan is the wise
one, always sensing the hidden truth. She can be rather amusingly
irritating about it, especially because she’'s always right.

One complaint (of questionable validity) leveled against ST:TNG is
that they have slowly removed every leading female character of strong
personality. This has certainly been corrected in ST: Deep Space Nine,
but more about that in another issue.

Copyright, 1995, by Mordechai Housman Em

REVIEWS of Otherness by David Brin (1994), 357 pages.
The word "otherness" is defined in the Random House Unabridged
Dictionary as "the state or fact of being different or distinct”. 1In

keeping with the central essay of this book, we have different opinions,
all equally valid:

By Aharon Sheer:

David Brin got married in 1991. Since then his wife has gotten
pregnant, and given birth, gotten pregnant and given birth -- at least
to judge from this collection. Several of these stories beguile the

reader with bold conjectures about pregnancy and motherhood (and
fatherhood too) in a variety of enchanting possible futures (or not so
enchanting -- some men may even be revolted). In addition there are
some hard science fantasy stories dealing with singularities, inflation
(at the time of the Big Bang), and the extremely uneven distribution of
galaxies in the universe. There are also some fun essays: the best is
on "otherness'". This book has a lot of gentle humor, no violence
(except in virtual reality), and is filled with old fashioned SF sense
of wonder! It happily lacks the cynicism of Isaac Asimov, but it also
lacks the deep human understanding of Robert Heinlein. Nevertheless,
its best stories reminded me of the 0ld Masters. Strongly recommended.

By Sara Svetitsky:

David Brin’s Uplift Series became a classic almost instantly and his
first book of short stories The River of Time contained several Hugo and
Nebula winners. So I read his second collection of short stories,
Otherness, with great anticipation. I was rather disappointed. These
stories don’t have the intensity or the vividness of the stories in
Rivers of Time; they are workmanlike but that's about all. And entirely
too much of the book is taken up with essays or transcribed talks by
Brin in which he pushes an enlightened, tolerant and rationalist
world-view -- all well and good but there are people who do that kind of
thing much better. A let-down.

By Moshe Safran:
Otherness by David Brin is an interesting collection of short SF

stories. I enjoyed it and I highly recommend it to both science fiction
fans and normal human beings who want to see what good science fiction
is like. Brin comes up with many original ideas, and even stories that

use ideas that I've seen before are well-written and absorbing. Story
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topics range from a virus that propagates by making its host altruistic,
to a "biological" human being who manages to prove his worth in a world
dominated by cyborgs, to future technology that uses black holes the way
today’s engineers use capacitors and resistors. The stories don’'t only
describe "gadgets"; they’'re about people, and most of the stories have
human, well-developed characters.

There is no real unifying thread to this collection, but there is
one idea that provides the general atmosphere (cultural background?) for
the stories and is discussed at length in two essays - what Brin calls
the "dogma of otherness". The "dogma of otherness" is basically the
idea of not only being tolerant, open-minded, rational, scientific,
skeptical, and all those other things modern man is supposed to have
become a long time ago (but keeps unscientifically showing signs of not
being), but also having an "appetite for newness", a "hunger for
diversity", and an "eagerness for change". This is really an extension
of the curiosity and "sense of wonder" that is the basis for all science
fiction, combined with the openness and intellectual honesty of the
scientific method.

Brin claims that the love of otherness is the basis for modern
American and western society. To a certain degree I believe he's correct
- democracy is basically the political institutionalization {(wow, big
word!) of both suspicion of authority and willingness for change.
However, having a system of government that facilitates diversity
doesn’t necessarily equal love for diversity; it’s just a way for
different types of people to coexist and keep their individual freedom.
Brin sees "Otherness"” as a "meme", a living idea that is battling other
ideas for people’s hearts and minds, but the truth of the matter is that
people rarely change their world-views, whether that world-view happens
to include the doctrine of otherness or not. In the author’s own words,
"Sheesh (sic)! What an optimist Brin is!", -

ALIEN CONVERTS by Bracha bat Avraham. Condensed from "Jewish Space".
TEMPORAL SYNCHRONIZATION The question of fixing the times for Shabbat

and Yammim Tovim is one which we face today. The speed of modern
international travel is such that it is possible either to hasten or to
delay Shabbat by this means. Here are some problems:

Is an astronaut orbiting the earth in a space station bound to the earth
for a time reference and thus must only put on Tefillin and observe
Shabbat in synchronicity with his home, or must he count 6 revolutions
around the earth as a work week and observe the seventh as Shabbat?

There are three possible solutions to the orbiting spacecraft
problem:

1) Time is based upon the appearance of the sun as it is eclipsed
by the planet. 1In this case, the days and weeks pass very rapidly and
the problem of fixing the time of Yammim Tovim becomes acute. This
happens because if the calendar is followed and the weeks and days
counted, the astronaut's calendar quickly diverges from that of his
earthbound co-religionists. He then has a significant problem when
returning to earth. This same problem can arise in polar regions due to
the absence of sunset for a considerable fraction of the year.

2) The astronaut could depend on time signals sent from the
earth. This avoids the many problems caused by fixing time by physical
sighting of the sun. However, deciding what time signals to use is
highly problematic. Further, barring the development of truly
instantaneous communications (faster than light), this solution can not
be extended to interstellar colonists.

"3) The best solution is that afforded by the principle of local
custom. In this case, the orbiting astronaut and the interstellar
traveler would carry his own time reference with him. Thus, every 24
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clock hours a new halachic day would commence. In this way, a fixed
calendar would be used to determine Shabbat and Yammim Tovim.

How is time fixed in a space habitat such as an L-5 colony?

In this case the colony provides its own time reference and since
it is artificial, it will certainly conform to the biological rhythms of
mankind. Thus, there will be artificial sunrises and sunsets which can
be used to fix the day. Hence, such a colony can be established with
the time reference brought by the original colonists and this time
reference can be kept in approximate synchronization with that observed
on Earth by the arrival and departure of people traveling between the
Earth and the space colony. A minor variant on the space habitat is the
generation ship which would depart the Earth with its own time reference
and would maintain it during the voyage. )

How is the time reference on a colonized world established?

If non-relativistic faster—-than-light (FTL) travel and
communication is developed, then it may be possible to achieve absolute
synchronicity with the Earth and the observance of Jews there. However,
if as currently assumed, interstellar colonization is only possible by
using generation ships or possibly light-speed matter transmitters, the
only feasible solution is to depend on the principle of local custom.

Once the colonists land on a planet, they would confront the
problem of adjusting their clock to planetary sunrise. This presents no
significant problem if the period of rotation is roughly equivalent to
that of the Earth. In that case, they would choose an initial landing
site which would be time synchronous with their internal clock and would
then transfer to local time. Subsequent arrivals would observe local
custom and would adjust their clocks and calendars to agree with those
of the founding colonists.

If, however, the planet has a rotational period which is
significantly different from that of the Earth, the colonists would not
be able to adjust their biological rhythms and would thus continue to
use shipboard time as planetary time.

DraWing by Miriam Ben-Lulu

Whoops - does she mean
what I think she does?
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Letter to the EditOPS from Pesakh Amnuel

Dear Editors:

I would like to reply to the comments printed in CyberCozen in
August on my article "Methods of Development of Creative Fantasy".

Naturally the methods discussed can be used as a classification
scheme for SF ideas because the methods were selected after analysis and
systematization of those ideas. However, the classification of SF ideas
was only the initial stage of the investigation. The PURPOSE of the
methods is the GENERATION OF NEW SF IDEAS. Note that in my article
I listed only a fraction of the obtained methods, just the most simple.
A detailed description can be found in my book Astonishing World of
Fantasy (available only in Russian, unfortunately).

The methods lead to the creation of new ideas in hard SF, not in
science fantasy, in contradiction to Lucy Schmeidler’s opinion. As an
illustration I can give myself. The first simple methods were obtained
twenty five years ago, and since then all my SF ideas (in more than one
hundred of my stories and novels) were invented using the methods. Here
are some of them:

1. The idea of a planet with an atmosphere playing the role of a
natural laser system (astronauts use the effect and send a signal to
another civilization) was described in my SF story "The Flying Eagle"
(1969). Ten years later a similar faint effect was actually discovered
in the atmosphere of Mars.

2. In the story "Cosmic Piasters” (1981) I presented the idea that
a great number of two-dimensional civilizations can live inside a
neutron star. FEach civilization is located in that thin layer where
physical conditions are the same. In this story the reader can also
find several other ideas, in particular, the idea that a neutron star is
a great natural computer.

3. In my novel Last Day - First Day (1993) one can find the idea
of God destroying the Universe by acting in the reverse sequence: at
first he destroys humanity, then he destroys animals, etc., and on the
last Day (the first Day of the new Creation) he destroys light....

I could continue listing new ideas obtained using the methods.

Some of them (planet-laser, background gravitational emission in the
Universe) are now the subject of scientific investigations.

Note that the methods are a small fraction of the new direction in
the physical sciences called "The Theory of the Solution of Inventional
Problems" (TRIZ in its Russian abbreviation). The theory was developed
in Russia by Genrich Altshuller and his students. (I worked in
collaboration with Altshuller at the beginning of the investigations
into the methods.) In the USA a new company, III (Ideation
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International Inc.) is solving inventional problems (using this theory)
for such companies as Rockwell International, UNISYS. etc. 1In
particular, Ron Paulinsky, Director of Industrial Engineering, wrote:
"I believe TRIZ can yield more consistent results, provide a broader
range of potential solutions and at a quicker turn around than other
methodologies".

Since all of my books were published only in Russian, I am
interested in English publication. I would be very glad if CyberCozen
readers could help me to find American or British publishers or agents.
I have synopses of my novels in English. My address for contact:

Dr. Pesakh R. Amnuel

42-B/4 Bar Ilan St.

Beit Shemesh 99000, ISRAEL
email: amnuel@wise.tau.ac.il

T

Request for Information from Noam Shomron

The Silvermans were kind enough to lend me a copy of Robert
Sheckley’s book "The 10th Victim". It is a shortish story (circa 150
pages), written in Sheckley’'s ironic style, about a future society in
which persons release their natural aggression by registering to stalk
and kill victims.... This is not meant as a review, though. The fact
is that the very existence of this book greatly surprised me, but less
than that fact that the introduction actually mentions the existence of
sequels to this odd little volume. This is all very interesting, and
I'm wondering if anyone is familiar with it, because I vividly recall
reading a collection of brilliant short stories by Sheckley entitled "Is
That What People Do?", which contained a short story whose plot was

almost (but not quite) exactly the same as "The 10th Victim". I must
say I liked the short story better, though, and the rest of the stories
in that volume are also exquisite and highly recommended. My big

question is, which antedates which, the short story or the novelette?
And what spurred Sheckley into spewing out multiple sequels to this
quaint story anyway?

Also, I am desperately looking for a Sheckley story entitled

"A Ticket to Tranai". I know it appears, for example, in the "Robert
Sheckley Omnibus", but that is decades out of print and I can’'t seem to
find it anywhere. Please let me know if you can help!

Noam Shomron

Short Reviews: by Aharon Sheer
Growing up Weightless by John M. Ford (1993), 261 pages. The book
jacket has recommendations by Poul Anderson, Gregory Benford and Gene
Wolfe, which is pretty impressive. Life on the moon: People will be
able to fly (indoors, with artificial wings). When a stage actor
playing a Musketeer swings his sword down, his feet will 1ift up into
the air. Trains travelling between domed cities will not be able to go
over fifty kilometers per hour, because, if there is an accident, higher
speeds will make loss of internal air too likely. The book is filled
with lively information within the framework of a teen oriented story,
complete with future teenage slang, moon sports and a role-playing
game. The plot is weak. The hero and his friends are supposed to be
thirteen years old (even though the tallest of them is two meters), but
their behavior and maturity are more appropriate to seventeen year

olds. I suspect that a typical sixteen year old SF reader will not be
happy with thirteen year old heros who are both more intelligent and
more mature than he is. Nevertheless, definitely interesting, even for

adults, if you think we should live on the moon. —
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q Next SCIENCE FICTION CLUB Meeting. L 103
Tuesday, November 28, 1995, 8:15 p.m. -~ Lecture (in HEBREW)
Gil Ilutowich, writer - T8930 L, PAIBIIIN T
733272 VTR ORI -— MITNYN NNAITYNn
The Puzzle of Judaism -- as a Science Fiction Novel

B
"

Rehovot Science Fiction (usually) meets the last Tuesday of each month
at the home of Tova, Bill and Rami Silverman,
19 Eisenberg St., fourth floor, Rehovot, Tel. 08-476142.

There is a REFRESHMENT CHARGE of 3.50 Shekels (for those who partake).

CyberCozen SF Newsletter, Vol. VII, Num. 11, November 1995. Editor:

Aharon Sheer. Ed.Assist: Elana Dror. For mail delivery of CyberCozen,
please donate 25 shekels per YEAR. Air Mail to U.S., $15. If Aharon
Sheer can hand-deliver it, 10 shekels. Meeting notices only, 13

shekels. Address: POB 9443, Tel Aviv 61093. Copyright (C) 1995, All
rights reserved to specified authors and artists.
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Letters to the Editors:

Dear Editors,

Reading Mordechai Housman’s article on ST:TNG in CyberCozen vol.
VII, no. 9, aroused some recrudescent thoughts I thought I might like to
share. Hence, I would like to submit my

Comments on Star Trek: The Next Generation
Firstly, I would like to state that this is not simply a rant
against American television, and I have even been known to watch an

episode of ST:TNG on occasion. I would simply like to make clear the
depth of the abyss into which ST:TNG has sunk, in the science fiction
aspect and otherwise. I am not familiar with all the technical details

and motives behind the production of the series, therefore can only
discuss what I see as a viewer,

As has been mentioned, ST:TOS (The Original Series) is a paragon of
American SF drama, displaying all the admirable and less admirable
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characteristics thereof. Surely ST:TNG has attempted to build on that

foundation, and, indeed, some of what I have to say may also apply to
The Original Series. But let us examine ST:TNG more closely.

Yes, as Mr. Housman explains, it is impossible to overlook the
similarities between TNG and TOS. Indeed, he constructs what is
essentially an isomorphism among the crew members (although Spock seems
to have been split into several characters: we have the (il)logical
Data, the telepathic half-human ex-porn-star Troi, etc.),

demonstrating
shameless plagiarism on the part of ST:TNG's creators. If the show
proposes to be based on the original Star Trek, I can see that, but such
lack of originality is rather unpromising. At least spinoffs like

"Babylon 5" do better in that respect, and a certain individual once
mentioned to me that "Babylon 5" is real science fiction, as opposed to

ST:TNG (more on that later), but I still maintain that both are no more
than glorified soap operas.

Compared to ST:TOS, the Next Generation has really been put through
the Politically Correct meatgrinder. Every episode takes some tawdry
moral and really shoves it down our throats, as if we were members of
the mindless Enterprise crew. Note how the society is structured: the
peaceful "exploration" vessel is, in fact, run by Starfleet = the
military = the Federation. Most of the galaxy seems to be run by this
human junta (of course, most of the latex-forehead aliens are merely
two-dimensional metaphors). What are we, the viewers being told here?
Only big government will take care of our problems, as long as we behave
properly and do and think whatever we are told. Picard has tremendous
problems wrestling with the meaningless Prime Directive, while humanity
(which, in this context, equals America; how many radically
non-North-American crew members can you spot?) is doing to the galaxy
what the United Statians did to the Native Americans. The ST:TNG galaxy
does not seem to have much culture to begin with, but things will not
exactly be better after our friend the Federation assimilates it all
into its precise little scheme.

What about science fiction? Perhaps once a year these hacks come up
with a decent idea, but in the meanwhile we have to deal with magical ad
hoc particles, sensors that can detect everything except what is
essential and work all the time except when they're really needed,
"alien" civilizations that are not in the remotest realistic, artificial
gravity that never fails, etc. The technology depicted is the same old
stuff from the 1960s, except with a slightly higher special effects
budget, certainly not a visionary or even reasonable extrapolation of
current technological and scientific development. About the only thing
their technology is good for is weeding out dissidents and making them
right, in an uncannily Orwellian style. Just as the crew members are

stripped of their souls, so are the rich possibilities offered by this
future world.

Finally, I must apologize for my cynicism. I never said ST:TNG
could not be entertaining. Still, for that level of entertainment, I
would prefer an episode of ST:TOS any day; at least it was amusing to
see Kirk punch out the baddies, it was not meant to be taken seriously,
and one can laugh rather than groan at the occasional silliness. The
last season of ST:TNG was quite egregiously a swan song, and I am
thankful to be able to bid adieu to the saccharine, simpering lot of
them. The next time someone tries to impress sci-fi on a combination of
"The Smurfs", "Barney the Dinosaur"”, and "The Bold and the Beautiful", I
am calling the Daleks.

Noam Shomron
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Mordechai Housman replies: I agree almost absolutely!
positive implications about Babylon 5,
ST:Voyager. )

Editor’s note: Mordechai recently became engaged to be married

(Congratulations!). His series will resume on a regular basis after the
forthcoming wedding.

{Except for your
which I hope to review after

AdVlce COlumn: More Advice to the Lovelorn from Salacious Sal
Dear Sal,

I am a fine, handsome, intelligence enhanced gander. I am madly in
love with a golden-feathered goose. Unfortunately she has a very
magnetic" personality. A person who touches her is so attracted to her
that he can’t leave her alone. At the moment Jack is holding her and he
is being followed by a long line of people who are stuck to each other
like a chain of DNA, and all because a landlord’s daughter tried to

steal a feather! My problem is, how do I get my love alone so that she
will notice me?

Sauze fer t’'Gander
Dear Sauze:

Unless you want to be stuck with the silly goose forever,

leave her

alone. Remember, "All that glitters is not gold" and you may discover
too late that she’s only a pyrite blond. You need a lady who will make
a good mother. Now I know Jjust the goose for you! But there is some

danger involved as some humans still have a tendency to kill the goose
that lays the golden eggs. Good Luck.

Sal -
Advertisements gvert%sements Yert' sem%nts Advertisements
Rehovot SF needs MEELINE TOPLCS ana PANEL MOUETALOrS. want to

contribute? Have some ideas? Please call Aharon Sheer, 08-471 225.

Noam Shomron seeks support for a new anarchist collective in Israel:

Our goal is to edify the public as to what anarchism really is and
belie the myth that it implies utter nihilism, disorder, and social
chaos. We have the support of similar groups all over the world but
need local support if we are to become an active group. If you are a
committed individual who can help us with organizing food drives,
political prisoner support, handling correspondence, reporting
interesting news, and similar activities, please contact me!

"Note that the phrase ’'anarchist collective’ is not an oxymoron.
'Anarchy’ is a Greek-based word meaning ’'without ruler', i.e., the lack
of a CENTRAL AUTHORITY. So anarchism is cpposed to all forms of central
government, but certainly is not against order. In a functioning
anarchist society, the only conceivable way of getting anything done is
through collective effort.

"If you want to know what we're doing, want to know about
anarchism, want to help out, want more information, or want to send in

donations, please write us. Since we are trying to establish a thriving
collective, we do not want any money per se, but rather need support
from committed individuals who are willing to help do things. Write to
R.I.0.T., PO Box 39219, Tel-Aviv 61391."

Murphy Parkinson and Peter Ltd. Loocking for a low-priced used space
suit? Come to us. Our salesmen have all reached their level of
incompetence and will help you to the worst of their ability. We give

an unconditional guarantee with every life-support system we sell that

everything that can go wrong - will. -
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ShOrt REVieWS: by Aharon Sheer

Mirror Dance by Los McMaster Bujold (1994), 560 pages. Recommended by
Bill Silverman and Sara Svetitisky, which is pretty impressive. One of
a series of nine novels about Miles Vorkosigan, a substantial future
history. My problem is that I can’t stand the insufferably successful
hero, Miles, in either of his alter egos. Fortunately this novel mostly
features his badly flawed clone, Mark, with whom I can sympathize
considerably more. The book moves very fast, often leaving me
thoroughly confused. Presumably smarter people than me (Bill Silverman
and Sara Svetitisky) have no difficulty figuring it all out.

Marco Polo and The Sleeping Beauty by Avram Davidson and Grania Davis
(1988), 300 pages. Recommended by Grania Davis. The Columbia
Encyclopedia tells us that Marco Polo (12542 - 13247?7), left Venice with
his father and uncle in 1271, travelling east, and reached the capitol
of China, Cambuluc (Beijing) in 1275. "Marco Polo became a favorite of
[the emperor Kublai Khan], who employed him on business in central and N
China and the states of SE Asia, including India. After 17 years the
travelers left (1291) Kublai’s realm...." On his return, Polo "dictated
an account of his travels.... He told of paper currency, asbestos,
coal, and other phenomena virtually unknown in Europe. Polo was
wonder-struck at Oriental splendor and was sometimes credulous of
exaggerated accounts, but the book seems to be factual and has been of
great value to historians. ... until the late 19th cent. there was no
other European material on many parts of central Asia."

Grania and Avram have based a light fantasy on Marco Polo's
travels. Fantasies placed in ancient Asia have become popular these
days, and this is one of many. It is enlivened by Grania’s word play,
and Avram’s knowledge of far eastern philosophy and legends.

Sphere by Michael Crichton (1987), 371 pages. Recommended by Rebecca
and Avraham Huzarsky. A few pages of this book reminded me of Arthur C.
Clarke’'s Rendezvous with Rama. A few more pages reminded me of Carl
Sagan’s Contact, but Contact is better. A few more pages reminded me of
Stanislaw Lem’s Solaris, but Solaris is vastly better. This is a
high-tech pseudo-realistic contemporary novel. This is happening NOW!
It's a fast read, but the author lost my suspension of disbelief early
on when the following happened: The hero, a psychologist, has chosen a
top-flight team of experts to deal with first contact with an alien
being. The alien begins talking to them in English, and he can hear and
understand everything they have to say. The team gets into an argument
about what questions to ask the alien, and finally asks the alien to
break off communications so they can argue in privacy. The alien
objects, but the hero smooth talks him into cooperating, and so the
alien cuts off all verbal communication with them for most of the rest
of the book. Great! A real superb alien contact team! I could find no
explanation for this stupid incident in the book. However, the author,
via his psychologist hero, does emphasize repeatedly that contact with
aliens is likely to result in irrational behavior. That’s for sure!

The Forge of God by Greg Bear (1987), 473 pages. Recommended by Nikolai
Borshevsky. Written in the style of contemporary technothrillers, with
characters up to and including a future president of the US.

A fast-paced story about an alien attack on earth (in 1996, nine years
after the publication of this book), and man’s hopeless struggle against
a vastly superior technology. Not as clever psychologically as Michael
Crichton’s novels, but a lot more scientific than most of them.
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Next SCIENCE FICTION CLUB Meeting:
Tuesday, December 26, 1995, 8:15 p.m. -- Lecture {(in ENGLISH)
Dr. Josef Gilboa, Dept. of Structural Biology, Weizmann Institute
"An Ion Storage Protein Disguised as an Electron Transport Protein
Disguised as an Ion Storage Protein"
(with beautiful illustrations on slides)

Rehovot Science Fiction (usually) meets the last Tuesday of each month
at the home of Tova, Bill and Rami Silverman,
19 Eisenberg St., fourth floor, Rehovot, Tel. 08-947-6142.

There is a REFRESHMENT CHARGE of 3.50 Shekels {(for those who partake).

CyberCozen SF Newsletter, Vol. VII, Num. 12, December 1995. Editor:

Aharon Sheer. Ed.Assist: Elana Dror. For mail delivery of CyberCozen,
please donate 25 shekels per YEAR. Air Mail to U.S., $15. If Aharon
Sheer can hand-deliver it, 10 shekels. Meeting notices only, 13

shekels. Address: POB 9443, Tel Aviv 61093. Copyright (C) 1995, All
rights reserved to specified authors and artists.

Story: The Isle of Enowledge by Shaul Shiftman

My trip to the planet of Obligatto, where our customers were
complaining about some new software I had written, obligated me to make
a stopover on Janiado. I had never been to Janiado, had never had any
interest in Janiado, and knew nothing about it. But I thought I would
stay a few days, take a bit of a vacation, and see the sights, before
going on to my obligations.

Janiado was a fortunate choice, since the planet’'s language was
English.

I landed in the major spaceport of Janiado, and went at once to the
National Tourist Board’s offices to ask what they recommended my
visiting.

"There are many beautiful places to visit on Janiado," said the
pretty young girl behind the counter. "But perhaps you would you like a
place which only people from Janiado usually visit?" ,

"The latter sounds good," I answered. Perhaps she noticed that I
didn’'t carry a camera, and sensed that I would be more interested in the
atmosphere of Janiado than in its sights.

"I suggest you go the the Island of Knowledge," she smiled. It
will take you two days to go there, and two days to come back. And two
days there to soak up the feeling of the place."”

"I would like to go the same way a Janiadoan would go," I said.

"I think you would enjoy going by train to Yimphal, -the ride is
quite pleasant. Then by ferry boat to Histam, on the other side of the
river Pash. Then again by train to Haish Port. And from there by boat
to the Island."”

And so I did. The scenery on the way to Yimphal was pastoral,
small villages set nestled against small hills, with all of the fields
worked. Janiado’'s population lived by choice by agriculture, and
devoted their free time to cultural pursuits of an old fashioned nature.

On the train I found the people curious about an Earthman, and
surprised to find one who would would travel in such a primitive way.
They were pleasantly and simply dressed, very polite. Their only fault
seemed to be a propensity for social drinking in the evening, during
which they rowdily sang bawdy songs, most of which I could barely
understand because of the many slang words.

At night the train continued and I slept in an upper berth,
enjoying the pleasant rocking of the train, and only being awakened by
an occasional quiet conversation in the aisles.
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In the morning I took the ferry boat across the river Pash,
continued by train through a rather more tropical scene, with far fewer
homes and farms, and sights of occasional odd animals peering out from
the brush.

When I reached Haish Port, it was midday. When I came to the Boat
Company's office, I was puzzled by my reception.

"Have you been to the Isle of Knowledge before?” I was asked.

"No," I answered.

"Are you sure you want to go?" The young man, dressed very
skimpily in the heat by my normal standards, shorts, sandals, a half
shirt which left his navel exposed, seemed determined to discourage me.
I took an immediate disliking to him.

"I've come all the way from Janiado Space Port to visit the Isle.
Of course I want to come."

"Then I must warn you. This is your first visit. Follow
instructions carefully. Obey the bus driver strictly when you get to
the Isle. Until you have acclimatized yourself, do not wander about
alone. Stay always near other people.”

"If you make such efforts to frighten people,” I began getting
angry, "how do you expect anyone to want to come.?"

"Oh, people come from all over Janiado, for the knowledge. Many
come again and again. There’s no fear of frightening people away. But
vou must follow these orders on your first visit."

I had no desire to argue further, paid for my ticket, and went down
to the boat.

The pleasant faced young black man who accepted my ticket asked me
if this was my first visit.

"Yes," I said, getting infuriated. The girl in the Space Port
hadn’'t suggested that there was anything special about this business.
The ticket taker explained that he was also the helmsman on the boat,
and would also drive us around the island.

"You are the only first-timer on this ride,"” and he repeated the
same exasperating cautions I had been given in the Boat Company office.
As if I was some sort of a child.

and

The boat ride was uneventful. When we got on the bus on the Isle,
each of the riders was given a bundle of colorful fragrant flowers to
hold. I breathed in the delicious fragrance. The pollen tickled my
nose.

"Be careful not to touch the sharp pointed stamens in the middle of
the flower," I was told. I immediately touched one, and a drop of blood

appeared. on my fingertip. "I told you," said the driver cheerfully.
The bus began circling the island, and I found myself bored by the
view. There was nothing on the Isle of interest at all. There were

hillocks, covered by grass, and an occasional plant with flowers like
the reddish and yellow ones I was holding, and an occasional building,
and people walking around on paths. There was absolutely nothing of
interest.

I began to feel extremely stuffy. The air in the bus pressed upon
me. I had to get out and breathe some fresh air. I rang the bell and
walked to the back door of the bus. The driver stopped the bus, rose
and turned to face me, great worry on his face. "Please sit down," he
said.

I could see the worry on his face, and I didn’'t understand it.

I returned to my seat and sat down again. The bus came up to a
building. I know that I must have gotten out of the bus. But I have no
recollection of where I was.

Instead I began thinking remarkable thoughts. I found to my
astonishment that I remembered everything that had ever happened to me
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in my entire life. Every sight, every smell, every sound, every
feeling. Cold, hot, rough, smooth, dry, wet. Everything.

Suddenly I remembered the texts of books I had read in college.

I could see my Botany textbook in front of me, and read pages of it
again. I would turn the pages, but could only see those pages I had
read then. Try as I might, I could not open the book to any other
pages.

My thought turned to mathematics. I had studied mathematics in the
University. I found myself remembering problems which I had seen as a
student, and tried to solve them. To my amazement, problems which I
could not have solved in those days seemed trivially obvious to me.

I remembered difficult problems in Topology, and saw the solution
instantly.

I remembered the Four-Color problem, which had been solved many
years ago by computer, and found myself reviewing all of the steps of
the computation in my head, as if I myself were a computer, although
when I had read the proof as a student I had barely been able to follow
the general idea.

I remembered math problems which we students often put to each
other from the American Mathematical Monthly, problems on which students
test themselves to see if they can ever do research in mathematics, and
saw the answers so quickly I was amazed. I remembered as a student
looking at the problems and wondering if I could ever solve any of them.

I began thinking of my work as a computer programmer. I had gone
over from math to computer programming because it seemed more congenial
to my way of approaching problems. Now I found myself imagining and
building in my head enormously complicated programs, seeing at a glance
all the difficulties that could arise in the program’s use and working
out solutions to every problem.

I remembered books that I had read in my youth in Spanish, in
German, in Russian. They were understandable instantly. I remembered
every word of every language that I had ever learned, even the few words
of Japanese that I had learned on a brief stay there many years before.

I had the feeling that people were asking me questions. I was
surrounded by people, but was hardly aware of them. I was thinking of
so many things, seeing solutions.

I began thinking of my body. I wanted to know about my body.

I felt every part of my body. My legs, my arms, my chest. I felt my
heart beating and examined it carefully. I felt my liver, and my
kidneys, my genitals and my ribs.

I felt my intestines and followed every curve and coil of it.

I found a growth in my intestines and thought "that explains my
excessive flatulence." I began studying this growth, examining each
cell, going into the cell and studying the nucleus, watching the cell
eat, and grow and divide. I understood what was wrong with the cells in
the growth, and I interfered with them, and made them stop growing, and
watched them die, and the growth disappear.

I travelled around my body. I went into my brain and saw how it
functioned physiologically, and I realized that I could never fully
understand how my brain worked.

I went back to my heart and studied its strengths and weaknesses.

I watched it pump and the blood flow. I saw what it was doing and knew
what its future was. I could do nothing about that. The damage was too
far gone.

I realized that I was going to die. That old age had reached me
prematurely, and that I would not live long. I began to think about the
purpose of life. I thought about the afterlife. I thought about why
man exists and what he does. I realized suddenly what the purpose of
life was. And I knew too that man should only know this purpose in the
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afterlife, and so I deliberately forgot the purpose, as if I had
hypnotized myself, and told myself to forget it.

I woke up suddenly and locked around me. I was in a small hall,
surrounded by chairs. 1 felt enormously weak. There were many dozens
of people in the hall, and microphones and loudspeakers. As I looked
around, puzzled, people began getting up and walking out, chatting to
themselves. The black bus driver came up to me. "How do you feel?" he
said. I answered that I didn’t understand what was going on.

"How long have I been here?" I asked.

"Several weeks," he answered.

"How did I eat? What did I do. I can’t remember.”

"When a cup was put to your lips, you drank. When a spoon of food
was placed in your mouth, you ate. You were washed and dressed and
taken to the toilet. As you see, no harm has come to you."

"But what happened?"”

"You have experienced knowledge," he answered. "You will remember
the experience all your life.”

"I can’'t remember anything! I was on my way to Obligatto, but I
can’t remember what I was supposed to do there. Something connected
with software? Computer programming? I don’t know...."

"You talked a lot about the Caratheodory Theorem. Do you remember
what that is? What do you know about mathematics?" he asked me.

"Nothing," I answered, "I know I once studied mathematics, but I
can remember nothing."

"Do you know what ’'buenos dias’ means? Do you know any languages
except English?" he asked.

I tried to think. I was sure I had once studied Spanish. But I
couldn’t think of a single word.

"What will you do now?" he asked.

"I don’'t understand what happened to me? Why can’t I remember
things that I once knew?"

"You have experienced knowledge. You have contributed what you
knew to those who were here."

"I was sick," I said. "I cured my cancer.

"Did you know you had cancer when you came here? There is nothing
in your passport about your being a carrier.”

Al

"I don’'t remember,"” I said. "What did I say when I was ...?"

"You said you have a sick heart,"” he answered, "you will die in two
years."

"What am I to do now?" I asked. I felt lost. I knew nothing. My
profession was gone. How could I support myself?

"You can do what many of the rest of us do. Stay on the island,
drive a bus, sell tickets, work as a waiter, clean rooms. Not many
people experience knowledge. Those of us who do, usually stay here,
waiting to learn from others. I learned a lot from you. You gave me a
lot." )

"What iz the purpose of life?" I asked.

"No one ever remembers," he answered me.

Suddenly I saw my wife and children coming toward me.

"Your family has been called from Earth to see you," he said.

My son ran to me, I hugged him and held him. How he had grown in
the short time I had been away!

This is the meaning of life, I thought, as I held him. And I sat
down and cried. 'R
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