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J Next SCIENCE FICTION CLUB Meeting: !
Tuesday, February 4, 1997, 8:15 p.m. -- Lecture (in ENGLISH)
Dr. Jack Cohen, Visiting Scientist,
Dept. of Membrane Research and Biophysics, Weizmann Institute
"Figments of Reality - the BEwvolution of the Curious Mind"

Rehovot Science Fiction (usually) meets the last Tuesday of each month
at the home of Tova, Bill and Rami Silverman,
19 Eisenberg St., fourth floor, Rehovot, Tel. 08-947-6142.

There is a REFRESHMENT CHARGE of 3.50 Shekels (for those who partake).

CyberCozen SF Newsletter, Vol. IX, Num. 1, January 1997. Editor: Aharon
Sheer. Ed.Assist: Elana Dror. For mail delivery of CyberCozen, please
donate 30 shekels per YEAR; air mail to US $15; if Aharon Sheer can
hand-deliver it, 15 shekels. Address: POB 9443, Tel Aviv 61093.
Copyright (C) 1997, All rights reserved to specified authors and artists.

Who is Dr. Jack Cohen?

I'll answer that question by telling you first what Jack did at the
1996 World Science Fiction Convention in Anaheim, California:

Jack was on a panel "The Works of James White'", with author James
White and others.

Jack gave a talk entitled "Alien and Human Sexuality"”.

Jack gave a talk entitled "Why Flying Saucer Aliens Can't Be Real'.

Jack is a reproductive biologist, as well as an sf fan, who has
helped such sf authors as Larry Niven, Jerry Pournelle, Anne McCaffrey,
Harry Harrison, and David Gerrold to guarantee the biological accuracy
of their imaginary creatures.

Jack Cohen is also the co-author of The Collapse of Chaos, with

mathematician Ian Stewart, one of the most successful popular science
books of recent years.

|
Quote of the Month:

"Time seems to flow in one particular direction; it has a
well-defined 'arrow'. However, it seems logically and mathematically
possible for time to flow backward instead -- a possibility exploited by
such novels as Martin Amis's Times's Arrow and the much earlier
Counter-Clock World by Philip K. Dick. ..." [p. 251]

"In our world, rocks fall off cliffs and end up at the bottom. If
we happen to be creatures living in a universe that had chosen to run
its time in the other possible direction rocks would suddenly leap into
the air, landing on top of cliffs. ... [We]l wouldn't be the least
surprised. Before a rock made such a leap, we would be able to detect
vibrations of the ground, converging from the distant horizon, focusing
themselves upon that particular rock, and combining their efforts in one
final shove to hurl it into the air. Clearly rocks on the ground
attract such waves. We would offer a similar explanation for a tree
levering itself upright, after which the lumberjack uses his axe to
repair the final wedge-shaped cut in its trunk, picking up wood shavings
from the ground and slotting them into the tree. We would explain how
rivers are formed by an excess of water in the sea, deposited by
‘devaporation', creating a pressure that forces the water up into the
mountains, in ever-narrowing course, until it forms pools that pour
raindrops up into waiting clouds....

"We are the context in which we observe the world." [p. 261-2]
From The Collapse of Chaos, by Jack Cohen and Ian Stewart (1994)
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Next SCIENCE FICTION CLUB Meeting:
Tuesday, March 4, 1997, 8:15 p.m. -- Lecture (in HEBREW)
Eli Eshed, Science Fiction Historian A"TN Y 11T7I0V0°ND ,TOUN YN

233172 YTHD 2YNNZ N30 ANHD DIIY NINOY - A"TH-I10V19
Proto-SF: Early Literary Works that Today We Might Call Science Fiction
with video excerpts from four works -- NITINY VAIND INT*YY YU DY
Gulliver's Travels, Frankenstein, Baron Munchausen, Cyrano de Bergerac

Rehovot Science Fiction (usually) meets the last Tuesday of each month
at the home of Tova, Bill and Rami Silverman,
19 Eisenberg St., fourth floor, Rehovot, Tel. 08-947-6142.

There is a REFRESHMENT CHARGE of 3.50 Shekels (for those who partake).

CyberCozen SF Newsletter, Vol. IX, Num. 2, February 1997. Editor: Aharon
Sheer. Ed.Assist: Elana Dror. For mail delivery of CyberCozen, please

donate 30 shekels per YEAR; air mail to US $15; 15 shekels if Aharon can
hand-deliver it. POB 9443, Tel Aviv 61093. email: asheer@netvision.net.il
Copyright (C) 1997, All rights reserved to specified authors and artists.

Is Rehovot Science Fiction Dead?

In May 1992, Sara Svetitsky, astrophysicist and SF fan, gave a talk
in our club on "The Birth of Stars". About twenty people came, and
several said it was one of the best club talks ever. 1In November 1996,
Sara spoke again. At 8:30, with the lecture to start, only five people
were present (not counting Bill, Tova and me). At 9 pm a second carful
of people arrived, increasing the count by five more. This seems to be
a pattern in the last two years. When a big name like Brian Aldiss or
Jack Cohen speaks, there is a large crowd. When an outstanding speaker
who is not a big name comes, we get not more than ten people (witness
the excellent talk last year by Aharon Hauptmann, who was one of the
editors of Fantasia 2000). So maybe we should just close down?

The phenomenon is not completely new. Amit Yizhar, a founding
members of this club, used to give us a talk on developments in the
space program about once every half year. He talked on such topics as

"The Martians are Going! The Martians are Going!"

"Space Medicine"

"Space Program Down to the Wire: In Space You Can Save Billions of
Dollars with a Piece of String (Provided it's 22 Miles Long)"

The last talk he gave, in February 1992, was called:

"Moon Mining: Future Plans for Research, Development and
Colonization of the Moon"

Only ten people came. He was so0 offended he never came again.

Another example: Psychologist Shlomo Kravitz. He gave two
very successful talks:

"Aliens among us -- How we react to people who are different"

"ARE MENTAL IMAGES REAL?", with special reference to the SF book
"SOLARIS" by Stanislaw Lem.

Then, in March 1991, he gave a talk entitled:

"Stanislaw Lem's 'Fiasco’', A Study in the Failure of Interstellar
Empathy"

Only ten people came. He was so offended that he refuses to give
another talk, contending that club members are not interested in hearing
what he has to say.

Suffice it to say that if we cannot get enough people at our
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meetings, serious and good lecturers will simply refuse to come.

Today there is a new aspect to things. The Israeli Society for SF
and Fantasy now exists, and it devotes itself to BIG EVENTS. Showing
Brian Aldiss around Israel. Organizing a Short Story Competition (that
attracted 350 stories). An SF Film Festival. A Star Trek Gala.

Perhaps these BIG EVENTS are all that people today want.

So maybe Rehovot SF isn't needed any more.

I've discussed this with a few people. One said that the competing
Society will die when the first enthusiasm wears off. Another said that
perhaps the Club should only meet when it has a BIG NAME, like Jack
Cohen. Another said that one low-attendance meeting means nothing.

I'd be happy to hear - and publish - other reactions, for example:
Dear Aharon, I'm sorry to hear that very few people came to the
November talk. Maybe the Rehovot SF-club should be renamed to some
thing like "The Mobile Rehovot SF-Club" (or "Transportable"...) and have
meetings in other cities.

For example, speak to the Netanya SF writer, Reuven Danziger. Have
him organize a meeting in Netanya. I could probably get you a nice room
in one of the cultural centers, or even in the AACI.

Leybl Botwinik, Netanya ==
StOIY: THE DUNGEON MASTER by Nachman Israel

On the night the trees left the village to try and find their
destiny elsewhere, Hugo was walking home through the woods on the
outskirts of the small village. He was rather tired, and quite
frustrated. He had just lost a game of billiards that had taken him the
better part of the year, and this after he had told everybody that he
would beat Martin with the greatest of ease. Walking home through the
woods usually calmed him, helped him steady his thoughts (which were now
clouded by the cheap ale he had been drinking all evening). When the
first trees started moving he froze. What was happening? Were his eyes
playing tricks? But no, he was seeing the impossible happening. More
and more trees seemed to be coming out of the ground, roots and all, all
headed in the same direction. By the time all of the trees seemed to be
moving, Hugo finally managed to get himself together, and started
following them. He noticed some trees coming out of the village itself
and following their big brothers. He also noticed a few bushes tagging
along, but they were brushed away soon enough by the bigger trees, who
realized that this journey was meant only for those fit enough to
survive it.

"Where are you going?" Hugo shouted, knowing very well that it was
pointless. Trees can not talk, and therefore could not answer him.

"Why are you leaving? What will I do without you?" There was yet no
answer. But his shouting did seem to disturb the birds sleeping in the
trees, who had, until then, not noticed what was happening. Thousands
of birds flew out of the trees, making a huge noise, coloring the
dark-blue night in black, going in all different directions, some of
them flying straight up, never to come down again to the face of the
planet. Then all was quiet again. And the trees marched silently on.
This went on for a long time, and only when the last one was out of
sight did Hugo go home.

When he woke up the next morning, he immediately rushed to the door
to look at the woods, hoping it had all been a bad dream. But the trees
weren't there. He stood at the doorway, as people went off to work,
wanting to see how they would react. Nobody seemed to notice any
change. George went by with his cart loaded with his tools, not even
looking in the direction of what used to be the woods. Paul flew to his
job at the mill, and he didn't seem to notice anything, either.
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"Jack!" Hugo called out when his good friend passed him. "Did you
see what happened to the woods?"

Jack looked around, puzzled. "I don't know what you're talking
about, Hugo. I don't see any woods here." He started walking again,
then stopped. "I heard Martin beat you yesterday. I was sorry to hear,
after all you had gone through. Try to get over it." And he walked
away.

As far as everybody was concerned, Hugo realized, there were never
any trees in Tillon. Even Richard, the woodcutter, went with his
brother George to work in the fields as if that is what he has been
doing all his life. Hugo could not understand it.

Instead of going out to the field, he went to talk to the 0ld Wise
Man. The 0ld Wise Man lived at the northern edge of the village, in the
oldest house in the village. In fact, he was far older than anybody
else who lived in the village. The villagers estimated his age at
around one hundred, which was strange, for at least two people in the
village were 0ld enough to remember that sixty years earlier he was also
estimated to be of the same age. As Hugo got to the house, the 0ld Wise
Man sat down on his veranda, resting after having just completed a set
of two hundred push-ups.

"Strange day, is it not, Hugo?" the 0ld Wise Man asked, without
having even looked in his direction. "But we're the only ones that know
it." :

Hugo was shocked, then realized that he shouldn't be, and he sat
down next to the 0ld Wise Man. "But I don't understand, how can trees
just get up and walk away?"

"Why not?"

"Well, they're trees. They can't walk, they don't even have the
will to make themselves walk. They can't think."

"Why do you say that? Just because it has never happened before?
That's no proof. Anyway, Tillon is a special village. Strange things
happen here, and I think I know what causes it. Let me try and
explain. How do you know that you exist?"

Hugo was puzzled. "What do you mean, I know I exist!"

"So you think, but just maybe you don't really exist, suppose
you're just the figment of someone's imagination. You think you exist,
because he imagines that you think you exist."”

"I think I understand, but that's ridiculous. I can't disprove
what you're saying, but as far as I'm concerned, what difference does it
make?"

The 0ld Wise Man smiled. "That is why strange things keep on
happening here. Reality isn't what we think it is; we're living in
somebody else's story, and he can write whatever he wants to."

"How long have you had this idea for?" Hugo asked after a few
minutes of silence.

"For a very long time, longer than I can remember. But I was
finally convinced when Paul grew his wings and started flying around."

Hugo thought of this. As strange as it may seem, He had actually
never noticed anything weird about Paul's wings until now. But there
had to be a more logical explanation....

"No, 0ld Wise Man, I can't accept your explanation." Hugo started
walking away, then turned back. "You know what, if you're right, damn
the man who imagined my life. He made me live a terrible life, he made
my kid die last winter, and he made me lose my big game with Martin. I
hate him. Let him play with somebody else's life."

The 0l1d Wise Man looked at him, a worried look on his face, as if
he hoped he was wrong, for if he wasn't ....

Hugo turned around once more and started walking home. He had
walked no more than thirty steps before vanishing forever. Em
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Next SCIENCE FICTION CLUB Meeting:
Tuesday, April 1, 1997, 8:15 p.m. -- Lecture (in ENGLISH)

Leybl Botwinik, Yiddish-language sf writer, on
"yYiddish, Science Fiction, and the Ashkenazic Tradition"

Rehovot sf (usually) meets the last Tuesday of alternate months
at the home of Tova, Bill and Rami Silverman,
19 Eisenberg St., fourth floor, Rehovot, Tel. 08-947-6142.

There is a REFRESHMENT CHARGE of 3.50 Shekels (for those who partake).

CyberCozen SF Newsletter, Vol. IX, Num. 3, March 1997. Editor: Aharon
Sheer. Ed.Assist: Elana Dror. For mail delivery of CyberCozen, please
donate 30 shekels per YEAR; air mail to US $15; if Aharon Sheer can
hand-deliver it, 15 shekels. Address: POB 9443, Tel Aviv 61093.
Copyright (C) 1997, All rights reserved to specified authors and artists.

EXPERIMENT: The Mobile Rehovot sf Club will meet alternately in
Rehovot, and elsewhere (Ramat HaSharon, Tel Aviv, Netanya, etc.)

0f Yesterday, Today and Tomorrow

(Three stories of future Jewish History
-- In memory of Shmerke Katczerginski, Partisan-poet of Vilna)
by Leybl Botwinik*

... ¥y name was once kmown to you, TVONY 1700 TINCOND N IRYNIYY TN DINDND ...

Ask not now who I am. Ask not. L0IVT9 00 7N 101 ) 0NN YT 0

1 no longer have a name, SIVONY 110D 00) AND TN

1 have only a number, SIYBYY NOINY IND TN

My number is three-eight-five-six.... .(3856) UPYT-9)75-0IN-119T IN QYY) 11D
- from Sh. Katczerginski's "Nilyon" 100200 0203 )IYUOND LY 119 -

Story 2 - Million by Leybl Botwinik

[Author's note: The conversation takes place entirely in Yiddish]

"Hayim-Shmuel! Oh why, why ..." spit out Leah bitterly, as she
pushed herself out from his embrace. "Why must you be so different? So
distant? So cold? ..."

Hayim-Shmuel Schmid sat quietly on the wide, white, soft sofa,
immersed in his thoughts. He felt himself afloat, as if on a cloud.
The room was half-1it by a sole corner lamp. Strains of tranquil
classical music floated in the air. "Leah is so beautiful, standing
there in the semi-darkness," thought Hayim, "as if the light emanated
from within her. Enveloping her. Caressing her ..."

"What? What did I do?" He spluttered suddenly, as if he had just
woken up from a dream.

"It's not what you did. It's what you didn't do! I'm your wife,

your mate. I wish to be as one with you.... But when you hold me
sometimes, like just now, I feel as if you were somewhere else,
somewhere far....", and quietly, with a sad undertone, as if lost and

seeking, "You still love me, don't you? Or have you found someone else
7"




CyberCozen March 1997 2

Hayim sprang up, as if bitten. "What are you talking about? Leah,
darling! You're my one and only. There can never be anyone else. You
know that. But ...", and here he paused and looked deeply into Leah's

eves, "I can't give you all my love, my full devotion, because ..."

"Aha'!", interrupted Leah, "I knew it! You haven't been telling me
the whole truth. You're hiding something.... I've noticed you going
out, alone, in the evenings, returning late, tired. Now tell me, where
do you go, what do you do? Who are you spending your time with?!!"

"Stop it. Stop screaming, Leah. I beg you. Calm down, and I'll
tell you everything. You know who we are, what we are, ... where we

are. Come on over here, sit down. Good. Now roll up your left sleeve,
and I will too."

"I don't want to."
"You must! Here, don't you see why we exist?"

On his left arm was tattooed a number, consisting of four digits:
3, 8, 5, 6.

His tightly clenched fist trembled. In his voice was a controlled
anger. With grit teeth, and a voice crying out from the deepest void,
from the worst Hell, he recited:

"Remember! Remember Ponar and Majdanek. Remember what the
Nazi-Germans did to us. Remember the Amalekites. Remember who you
yourself are:

"Where we come from. Our folk-treasures and our poverty; our
sufferings and our joys. Our high points as well as those fallen
moments of our people. And on that basis, rebuild that which has been
destroyed...."

"Oh, you're just living in a dream-world, Hayim. You sound like a
recorded message. Look around you, you're not there, in the '0Old
Home'. This is a different time, a different place. Who needs those
old memories of a world which no longer exists, which will never again
be. Let's begin anew, make a fresh start, erase ..."

"No! Never erase! We dare not. We have a debt, a destiny to
carry out. Not just to remember, but to rebuild....

"7 rebuild? -- Ha! And how are you going to go about that? You
know that I can't even ... That we can't have children. And to build?
For whom? You don't even belong to them, to the Martyrs. You're not
one of the survivors. Why you're not even ..."

"I am a Jew! And until the end of my years. True, we weren't
there. True, we're not from that terrible era, not from that place.
But we carry in us their spirit.

"We are a part of the Millions."

"gpirit? Millions? You don't know what you're talking about. You
think, that because you have some second-hand information in your brain,
about that era, seen films, read and studied the history of that
Swastika-Crusade, the Nazi War against the Jews -- and because you have
those numbers burnt into your arm like the real sufferers...."

"Enough, Leah. You just don't understand...."
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"Don't interrupt me, Hayim! Do you actually believe that those

four digits are a key to the souls of the six million martyrs? -- Not
even to one. You've only talked yourself into believing that you're
somehow connected to them. You're nothing but a complete fool -- a
robot...."

It was suddenly quiet in the room. Leah's heated words were
abruptly stilled, as if drenched in ice cold water. Her hand shot to
her open mouth, as if to catch those last escaping words. But it was
too late. With frightened eyes she looked to Hayim, then ran over to
him and fell into his arms, sobbing:

"Oh, please forgive me Hayim. That's not what I meant to say...."

"It's all right, it's all right.... You're absolutely correct.
I wanted to do too much, all at once. But remember, wherever we may be,
whenever that may be, so long as a spark of memory exists, we must
remember the martyrs, and immortalize their souls. How was it said by
the partizan-poet Shmerke Katczerginski in his song, 'Milyon':

,PON PUNS 1200 JVINUYN'!
AYIAVTY? TIN WVAIIYT
TINYDHD N YY) YONIN 0t
[Butchered are my people,
therefore each must
now be like a million]

"But Hayim, how can we -- what right have we to carry out that
final wish?"

“Come with me, Leah. 1I'll show you. You say that I am not ready
yet; that I'm like a cold robot, and therefore without the real Jewish,
humane spirit necessary to carry out this holy mission -- to be as one
with the millions, to become, myself, a million. And if it is not for
me to fulfil, then it will be carried on by our children and children's
children...."

"But Hayim, what are you talking about? You know that we can't
have any children ..."

"Shush. Come with me and you will see what I've been so busy
with. I tried, on my own, to create a child, an heir -- in the
laboratory. I wasn't successful. But maybe, together with your help,
we'll succeed."

Hayim went to the apartment's exit with Leah. Having opened the
door, a thick, swirling red cloud surrounded them. The heat outside was
several hundred degrees. The poisonous atmosphere contained gases
similar to the Zyklon-B which was used to gas to death hundreds of
thousands of Jews in the death camps. A 300 kilometer-an-hour wind blew
outside.

Ignorant of wind, heat and poison air, the two robots -- Leah and
Hayim -- held each other lovingly, as they made their way to the
laboratory building not far from their house. Everywhere around was
empty as a desert.

Just off the side of the building was a sort of grave-marker. It
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was made up of remnants of a spaceship which had long ago crash-landed
on this death-planet.

The sole passenger had had only one identifying feature: on his
left arm were tattooed the digits: three-eight-five-six.

With his last breath, after crash-landing, he had input the four
digits into his on-board computer. This was a code, a sign, for the
apparatus. The pre-programmed system had absorbed into itself the man's
spirit and soul, and had transferred them into the two robots which had
accompanied him to this new world.

* Story 2, which appears above, is a translation from the Yiddish (by the author) of the origimal short story "Milyon",
second in the trilogy "Pun Nekhtn, Haynt un Morgn", originally published in the Yiddish students' magazine Yugntruf (Aug -
Dec 1985 issue, New York). Story 1 appeared in the May 1996 issue of CyberCozem. Story 3 will appear in a future issue.

Letters to the Editor:

Dear Aharon,

The reason I have decided to take another year of CyberCozen is the
high quality of your December issue. The article by Sara Svetitsky was
a truly delightful summary of much of the work recently done in the
field of extra-solar planetary research. It was a nice bridge, I am
certain, for your purely speculative Sci-Fi types to the world of real
astronomical research. You might commission another author to review
the fabulous plans in the field of interferometric (my word) telescopic
research, hopefully, in the next few decades, to actually image planets
as they orbit those distant, yet near neighbors of our own sun. What an
absolutely mind expanding experience that will be!

David Brust
Editor's note: Dr. David Brust is an ex-physicist with an interest in
extra-solar real estate.
Dear Aharon,

Thanks for the article on extrasolar planets. That field sure is
opening up, isn't it? I see there's now a controversy as to whether at
least one of the findings may be spurious, but most still look
well-established. These evenings we're often out with telescope and
binoculars watching Comet Hale-Bopp, and have an idea of finding some
really dark location about the end of this month....

All best, Poul Anderson
Quote of the Month:

"In order to journey to Mars or beyond, you needed a crew. How
many people would you need? Military captains, expedition leaders,
start-up managers, and crisis centers had long recognized that a team of
eight was the ideal number for any complex hazardous project. More than
eight people, and decisions got slow and squirrely; less than eight,
accidents and ignorance became serious handicaps. [John] Allen and
[Mark] Nelson settled on a crew of eight. [p. 140]

"'vYou want to have a higher ratio of females to males for
reproduction insurance,' [Peter] Warshall [, a consulting ecologist,]

told me. 'Ideally we like to have at minimum five females per three
males. I know that director John Allen says that eight humans -- four
female, four male -- is the minimum-size group needed for human colony

start-up and reproduction, but from an ecologically correct rather than
politically correct point of view, the Bio2 crew should be five females
and three males.'" [p. 145]

From Out of Control, by Kevin Kelly (1994).
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I Next SCIENCE FICTION CLUB Meeting: L
Tuesday, April 29, 1997, 8:15 p.m. -- Lecture (in HEBREW)

INNY NP L,9IN-DON NNANA 903 NP L MHON IIN
TYTINYN 29PN NTYVA YV IN-IIVPINN pUINT DY
Uri Almi, Senior Physicist at El1l-Op, Kiryat Weizmann
on "Electro-Optical Weaponry on the Future Battlefield"

Rehovot Science Fiction (usually) meets the last Tuesday of each month
at the home of Tova, Bill and Rami Silverman,
19 Eisenberg St., fourth floor, Rehovot, Tel. 08-947-6142.

There is a REFRESHMENT CHARGE of 3.50 Shekels (for those who partake).

CyberCozen SF Newsletter, Vol. IX, Num. 4, April 1997. Editor: Aharon
Sheer. Ed.Assist: Elana Dror. For mail delivery of CyberCozen, please
donate 30 shekels per YEAR; air mail to US $15; if Aharon Sheer can
hand-deliver it, 15 shekels. Address: POB 9443, Tel Aviv 61093.
Copyright (C) 1997, All rights reserved to specified authors and artists.

ThurSdaY MaY 15 at Beit Ariela, Tel AViV: Israeli Society for SF and

Fantasy; Panel Discussion on "Genetic Engineering"; open to the public.
L9599 NING TNV NUTINT DY ATMTD :A°AN 9N L NONYON N2 Npa 15 'h DY

Short ReVieWS: by Aharon_Sheer

Zodiac by Neal Stephenson (1988), 308 pages. Recommended by Bill
Silverman. Neal Stephenson, born 1959, is one of the best of the
younger writers. Called "An Eco-Thriller" on the cover, this is a near
future novel about a "feisty" (Bill Silverman's term) fighter against
industrial polluters. The science fiction aspect is in the new and
imaginative uses of genetic engineering to create better, and ever more
dangerous pollution. At one point he even has his hero ask "... we are
talking about the end of the world here, aren't we?" when the latest
genetically engineered bacteria threatens to turn all of the salt
[sodium chloride] in the oceans into a poisonous chlorine chemical
[polychlorinated biphenyl]. Fast-moving, with more vicious and
murderous villains than seems possible (do some American polluters
really murder anyone in sight to keep their crimes from being exposed?),
it is nevertheless fun to read (the hero positively delights in catching
those nasty guys at work). You'll learn things too. Recommended.

Timelike Infinity by Stephen Baxter (1993), 304 pages. Bill Silverman
recommends books by Baxter. He is one of today's younger writers (born
1957) dedicated to writing far-future hard sf, with a strong SPACE
orientation. 1In this book wormholes are used to go both backwards and
forwards in time. There's a lot of mumbo-jumbo to justify wormholes and
time travel, but it doesn't sound to me like a serious look at the
subject. It is a good read, however, and I strongly recommend Baxter
for hard sf. He's imaginative and entertaining. His characters stink,
but his stories are great. The physics cosmology stuff is overly
didactic toward the end, and really far out. Sounds like complete
nonsense, to me, but a physicist may have a more favorable opinion. To
check, I asked physicist and sf fan Sam Braunstein if there really is a
theory about "exotic matter" (which Baxter uses to line his wormholes),
or is that Baxter's pseudo-science? Sam answered me as follows:
"Surprise surprise. Quantum theory allows for exotic matter and we
have even created tiny quantities in the laboratory. But in flat
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space it doesn't seem like you can get enough to be of any use.

What can really be done with it is a totally open question and

virtually nobody is seriously thinking about this yet. We just

don't yet know where to begin."

So you see, Baxter is thinking seriously about exotic matter, and
has found a use for it. Read Stephen Baxter! Note to Emmanuel Lottem:
TRANSLATE Stephen Baxter! It's not "literary", but it's good sf.

Red Dwarf and Better Than Life by Grant Naylor (1990), 553 pages.
Recommended by Richard Dahl. This is a science fiction humorous TV soap
opera, in the tradition of The Hitchhiker's Guide to the Galaxy. The
advantage of the humorous approach is that you can do things that no SF
writer would dare to do: For example, the space ship approaches the
speed of light, then gradually exceeds it, after which time becomes all
jumbled up with past and future intermixed. The ship then slows down,
returning to normal conditions. This is unlikely from a scientific
point of view, and there is not even an attempt to create a
pseudo-scientific explanation. It's just meant to be funny, and it more
or less is. The main characters (of which there are hardly any) are not
at all heroic: a typical dumb sailor type, a stupid dead officer
brought back to life as a hologram, a vain computer controlling the
space ship, a cat evolved to the intelligence of a human being but with
the personality of a siamese cat. The amusing events that happen are
grossly exaggerated, and repeat themselves ad nauseam, but if you like
the worst of the The Hitchhiker's Guide to the Galaxy books, you will
probably enjoy this too. Em

TWO bOOkS bY Kim Stanley RObinson reviewed by Aharon Sheer

The Gold Coast by Kim Stanley Robinson (1988), 389 pages. After reading
Robinson's wonderful Red Mars, I wanted to try something else. This is
the kind of SF book I would like to see an Israeli writer write. The
author has taken a place he loves, Orange County in Southern California,
and asked the traditional SF question: What will this place be like if
things continue to develop as they have up to now? 1In Israeli SF the
only kind of future most authors can imagine is a military dictatorship,
or a religious dictatorship, or an Arab dictatorship, as if Israeli
democracy will inevitably fail; that is, things cannot go on in Israel
as they have up to now. Robinson, in contrast, simply predicts more of
the same: larger freeway interchanges, bigger apartment buildings, more
drug use, etc. Shopping malls become so gigantic that some include
apartment complexes whose residents can carry on all their daily
activities without ever using a car, like in the early small towns in
Orange County, except that they never go outside either (sort of like in
a moon colony, only with higher gravity). He does not neglect religion,
nor war, nor politics, but they are just parts of the future. The story
describes the lives of a group of young people in their late twenties,
about the year 2040, who have grown up together in Orange County. The
hero loves to read and talk about what things were like 50, or 100 years
ago, there. How did it get to be what it is in 2040? Why can't an
Israeli writer put political and religious fanaticism aside and just
write a story about Israelis in a livable, possible, future?

Icehenge by Kim Stanley Robinson (1984), 262 pages. Recommended by Bill
Silverman. Memory is a peculiar thing. A friend of mine complained

about a movie I had "persuaded” him that we go and see. "It's true," I
replied, "that I suggested it. But you responded enthusiastically, and
even proposed the day and hour that we go." He denied it all. Another

example: The Holocaust is a subject of debate. There are people who
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claim it never happened. Yet there are people alive today who lived
through it, and remember it! How can anyone say it didn't happen? But
suppose that everyone alive today who had lived through the Holocaust
could not remember it?

Icehenge is a sort of sequel to Robinson's Red Mars trilogy,
although it was written many years before. It takes place in a future
in which Mars has been terraformed, and also large numbers of people
live their whole lives on and among the asteroids. Longevity treatments
have increased people's life span by a factor of perhaps ten. In the
latter part of the book there are people alive who were born more than
500 years before. The problem is (and in this respect the book is
different from RED MARS) that the longevity treatments affect memory:
People can remember only the last three or four decades. If a hundred
yvyear old man moved away from Mars fifty years ago to the asteroids, and
hasn't been back since, he cannot remember the town he grew up in, the
university where he studied, or even what it was like when he raised his
children or played with his grandchildren on Mars. Praise a person for
having done some wonderful thing fifty years ago, and he will tell you
quite honestly that he knows nothing about it, and will be quite sure
that it never happened. Memory!

Icehenge is about how we know (or think we know) what happened in
the past. But does the idea of longevity amnesia make sense? Consider
the following quote from Dr. Elizabeth Loftus, psychologist from the
University of Washington in Seattle, about memory: "We add to and
subtract from it. It is malleable and suggestible. We recast memories
over and over again; otherwise they deteriorate or disappear
altogether." In other words, in the normal course of time we forget
almost all events of the past; instead we remember our remembering, a
process which goes on all our lives. Therefore, there's no reason to
think that we would forget our earlier lives completely, and Robinson's
thesis dies! A fascinating book, and well worth reading. o

Quote of the Month:

"In every branch of science you will find people who will tell you
what everything 'really' is -- indeed, what you yourself 'really' are.
A quantum physicist will explain that you are really a wave function.

A molecular biologist will tell you that you are really a DNA program.
A computer scientist will tell you that you are really a neural
network. All make the same mistake: assuming that because they have
some universal system that can mimic, describe, or prescribe something
else, no other valid viewpoint exists. Look at yourself in a mirror.
Do you see a wave function? A DNA program? A neural network? [p. 312]

"no other valid viewpoint exists: This is the central 'simplex,
complex, multiplex' theme of the unusual science fiction novel Empire
Star, by Samuel R. Delany." [p. 465]

From The Collapse of Chaos, by Jack Cohen and Ian Stewart (1994) g g

Advertisements Advertisements Advertisements Advertisements

Reader's Corner bookstore has good SF section, not expensive. Telephone
09-834 5767, 30 Shmuel HaNatziv, Netanya. Owner: Zvi Swerdlove.
Internet Site of The Israeli Society for Science Fiction and Fantasy:
http://www.actcom.co.il/ " ny —

Drawing by Miriam Ben-Loulu -- see the foilowing page

ARTIST'S NOTE: Having just completed a course in computer graphics I
decided that at least one of my drawings for CyberCozen should be done
by computer. I am still looking for work in this field, and if any of
you readers should happen to know someone who is looking for an
employee, please let me know. Thanks. Miriam Ben-Loulu
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The Israeli Society for Science Fiction and Fantasy
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will begin a series of meetings (in Hebrew) on the subject
"roward the 21st Century: Literature vs. Reality"

A?aN 9N ,25 Tonn 2wNY 'Y ,NIN*IN n*aa ,20:00 ol L, N0 14 ,°y?17 0Y2
Wed. May 14 1997, 8:00 p.m., Beit Ariela, 25 Shaul HaMelech, Tel Aviv
Panel Discussion on "Genetic Engineering": "nNrvIy NVTIAT Y INYY
Moderator: Hedva Yissachar, Kol Yisrael 9N 23 D00 aNTh D
Prof. Doron Lancet, Weizmann Institute MNY Y1 LN YINT 'Y
Hermona Soredq, Hebrew University N2y V0 IING L P10 ININ
Yivsam Asgad, sf writer A" TH 991V L, Taty bvar
Emmanuel Lottem, sf editor/translator A" TP DI TNY L0017 TRYIDY

Rehovot Science Fiction will NOT meet in Rehovot in in May;
we're all going to the Society meeting in Tel Aviv on May 14
"D 14-31 1IN 9N O'YDYIY OYID L NDa MHanIa DPHN N NIavm A", Nvrae

Rehovot Science Fiction (usually) meets the last Tuesday of each month
at the home of Tova, Bill and Rami Silverman,
19 Eisenberg St., fourth floor, Rehovot, Tel. 08-947-6142.

CyberCozen SF Newsletter, Vol. IX, Num. 5, May 1997. Editor: Aharon
sheer. Ed.Assist: Elana Dror. For mail delivery of CyberCozen, please
donate 30 shekels per YEAR; air mail to US $15; if Aharon Sheer can
hand-deliver it, 15 shekels. Address: POB 9443, Tel Aviv 61093.
Copyright (C) 1997, All rights reserved to specified authors and artists.

ShOIt ReViGW: by Aharon Sheer

Twistor by John Cramer (1989), 338 pages. Recommended by Yossie and
Bill Silverman. This is a physics thriller by a genuine physicist from
the University of Washington, Seattle. Cramer invents a “"twistor
effect" (no relation to the hurricane movie "Twister" which was recently
so popular in the movie theaters), which is based on one possible
version of superstring theory. This effect lets us get to "shadow
worlds" parallel to ours; the existence of these shadow worlds explain
the missing "dark matter" in our universe, as well as the missing
neutrinos in the sun's radiation.

The question is, is a near future sf novel written in 1989, based
on 1989 physics questions, still relevant speculation today, or have new
developments made it out of date? Just a simple example, the author has
a sixteen year old computer freak using a really FAST modem: 4800 baud.
Well, 4800 baud sounded fantastically fast in 1989, but it's really slow
in 1997, and yet the book is still clearly in OUR 1997 future.

As a thriller it makes a good page-turning read. I carried it with
me and read it everywhere, even at work, something I usually don't do.
Just one example of the potential uses of the twistor effect: you could
use a shadow world as a dumping ground for radioactive waste. (This
assumes that no inhabitants of the shadow world are smart enough to just
dump it right back.) At any rate, a lot of unsavory characters are
interested in controlling this device, and they do some pretty scary
things in the effort to do so.

Except for a couple of very short passages which were disgusting
(but not more so than one can see on Cable TV any evening), I would
strongly recommend the book to any hard sf fan, including teenagers.
It's real good old-fashioned sf, like they wrote in the Golden Age, but
only ten years out of date instead of forty. —
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| Next SCIENCE FICTION CLUB Meeting: L
Tuesday, June 24, 1997, 8:15 p.m. -- Lecture (in English)

DPr. Michael Sonis, Dept. of Social Sciences, Bar Ilan University
"pgychosociology and Homo Socialis at the Edge of the Information Era"
(in memory of Isaac Asimov)
12°N-72 NV?DIAIIN ,DNANND YTHY 'NH ,02IIV IO "7
"VTION YTY DUV NN TMAN YIIN-IAY D221V I1NIDID 0"
(2IDPONR PN DV 1I0tT)

Rehovot Science Fiction (usually) meets the last Tuesday of each month
at the home of Tova, Bill and Rami Silverman,
19 Eisenberg St., fourth floor, Rehovot, Tel. 08-947-6142.

There is a REFRESHMENT CHARGE of 3.50 Shekels (for those who partake).

CyberCozen SF Newsletter, Vol. IX, Num. 6, June 1997. Editor: Aharon
Sheer. Ed.Assist: Elana Dror. For mail delivery of CyberCozen, please
donate 30 shekels per YEAR; air mail to US $15; if Aharon Sheer can
hand-deliver it, 15 shekels. Address: POB 9443, Tel Aviv 61093.
Copyright (C) 1997, All rights reserved to specified authors and artists.

ThurSdaY June 19 8:00 pm at Beit Ariela, 25 Sderot Shaul HaMelech, Tel

Aviv: Israeli Society for Science Fiction and Fantasy:
Discussion on "ugngﬂxggnnglggx"; open to the public.
$A*AN o0 L25 Tonn DING 'TO L, NAUNIN D'aa 20:00 YW 311 19 ' DY)

-737 Mng ."N22312100-1" Y 117

Letters to the Editor:
Aharon.,

I read with more than mild curiosity your review of TWISTOR by John
Cramer, in the May issue of CyberCozen, because I cannot keep up to date
with the latest SF publications. You didn't tell us quite enough about
the book, however.

You asked whether a book with scientific and technological
anachronisms can be considered relevant, if the concepts are only ten
years out of date. It can be argued that the very premise of the book
seems to built on concepts already used by authors forty or more years
ago. The concept of shadow worlds itself is very old -- and dates at
least as far back as the CHRONICLES OF AMBER by Roger Zelazny. The
concepts of energy byproducts and wastes being exchanged between
parallel universes is at least as 0ld as Asimov's THE GODS THEMSELVES.

Concepts such as these have been used time and again by many
authors, in new and fascinating ways. There is nothing wrong or
plagiaristic about this, as long as the author twists (no pun intended)
them into new and exciting plots. The problem here is that you have
told us very little about the plot (only that "unsavory characters wish
to control this device"), and next to nothing about the characterization
(only that a "sixteen-year-old computer freak uses an 'advanced'
modem" ). How can we truly judge the merits of a book by a review that
mentions so little of the plot and characters?

Science fiction, as we all know, is not merely about science.
Science Fiction, to quote Gardner Duzois (from memory), is about people,
and uses '"science fiction" settings as the backdrop, as the vehicle for
the story. I think a review should reflect that attitude as well. It
certainly helps tell us more about the story. I would imagine that most
of your readers are interested in the plot of any story as well as the
vehicle. Tell us more about the excitement, the suspense, of the book!
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If you liked the work, make us thirst to read it as well.
By the way, you have a great publication. Keep up the exciting
work!
Mordechai Housman, mordechai@genie.geis.com
(Probably the only Chasidic man active in Fandom.)
Dear Mordechali, It s nice to know somebody reads me. Aharon

I plan to write an article (for a librarianship magazine) about the
way future libraries and librarians are presented in various sf
stories. Now I am searching for material, stories in which this
profession plays an important role in the plot or the background, and in
particular, stories about (human) librarians/information searchers. As
most of the relevant stories which I have found seemed to assume that in
the future this profession will die out (at least among humans) to be
replaced completely by computers and virtual representations, I would
like to find more optimistic scenarios then that, even (and in
particular) if they present what we recognize today as librarians
changing to very different forms.
Maybe after I write the article I will make it into a web page.
If you can think of any relevant examples please inform me.
Thanks.
Eli Eshed, elieshed@netvision.net.il
51905 DNIDY NYAY ,3 TIV 1797 "N LTUN PON
Ed the. Eli Eshed is a human librarian.

The Gny 8! fan co-lnnity publishes the "Lambda Sci-Fi Recommends"
booklist. We update it now and again, and it can be accessed via our
Web page. The URL is
http://members.aol.com/lambdasf/home.html.

The Gaylactic Network, of which Lambda Sci Pi is a part, always
tries to have a presence at the annual Worldcon, as well as at other
cons at which members may be in attendance. For example, Lambda Sci Fi
sponsored a room party at Disclave (the annual Washington DC area con)
in May, and I understand that events as well as programming are planned
for the upcoming Worldcons (San Antonio '97, Baltimore '98, and
Melbourne '99).

I would like to provide information on Israeli Gay fandom at the
World Gay Jewish conference in Dallas. I would appreciate it very much
if Gay Israeli fans would write to me at my home address: 1901 Wyoming
Avenue NW -~ #34, Washington DC 20009 USA.

Yes, I am Jewish. I also used to be the Executive Director of the
World Congress of Gay & Lesbian Jewish Organizations.

Have received the copies of CyberCozen you sent -- many thanks!
Glad to see you liked Icehenge by Kim Stanley Robinson -- I d4id too when
I found it. Its portrayal of sexual relationships was quite interesting
as well.

Barrett Brick, BBRICK@fcc.gov
Dear Barrett, 1It's nice to know somebody reads me. Aharon
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Apologies to Sara Svetitsky: Readers who read my review of Zodiac by
Neal Stephenson in April are hereby referred to Sara's earlier review of
the same book in the June 1996 issue of CyberCozen. It took me a quite
while to get around to reading Sara's copy of the book, and by the time
I did so, I had forgotten that I had previously published Sara's

review. Apologies for not mentioning that in my April review. ——
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Next SCIENCE FICTION CLUB Meeting:
Tuesday, July 29, 1997, 8:15 p.m. - Lecture (in English)

Michael Rousine
"Russian Free Style LARP (Live Action Role Playing)"

The tatk will be accompanied by slides.
(Ed. Note: No, I don't know what the title means, but I hope to by the end of the lecture.)

Rehovot Science Fiction (usually) meets the last Tuesday of each month
at the home of Tova, Bill and Rami Silverman,
19 Eisenberg St., fourth floor, Rehovot, Tel. 08-947-6142.

There is a REFRESHMENT CHARGE of 3.50 Shekels (for those who partake).

CyberCozen SF Newsletter, Vol. IX, Num. 7, July 1997. Editor: Aharon Sheer. Ed.Assist: Elana
Dror. For mail delivery of CyberCozen, please donate 30 shekels per YEAR; air mail to US $15;
if Aharon Sheer can hand-deliver it, 15 shekels. Address: POB 9443, Tel Aviv 61093.

Copyright (C) 1997, All rights reserved to specified authors and artists.

Letters to the Editor
Dear Eli Eshed,

Your query about Librarians in SF in CyberCozen (June 1997) immediately brought to
my mind Sean McMullen's Greatwinter trilogy, the first 2 volumes of which, Voices in the Light
and Mirrorsun Rising, were published by Aphelion Publications, in Australia. Sean's librarians
are not merely major characters in the novels, they are major forces in his strange future society.
Unfortunately, I can't easily lend you my copies (although it wouldn't be totally impossible, if you
promise to return the books after I send them to you, and Aharon verifies that you're responsible;
but I would like to think that simply being a librarian guarantees good treatment of books and
conscientiousness about returning them).

In any case, if you want to buy your own copies of the first 2 books, you can write the
publisher, Peter McNamara (2macs@adam.com.au), and regarding publication plans for the 3rd
volume, you can ask the author, Sean McMullen (scm@bom.gov.au).

Regards, Lucy Schmeidler lucys@panix.com

Dear Aharon!
In your last CyberCozen (June 1997) you wrote two times: "it's nice to know
somebody reads me". What's wrong? Are you not sure about it? Know, I READ YOU!

Leonid Resnick relenog@netvision.net.il

Dear Aharon,

"I'm glad someone reads what I write." (Sheesh)

Yes, I received the June CyberCozen. I guess since you didn't argue with what I wrote,
you agree and accept the criticism. <g>

Mordechai Housman mordecha@erols.com
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Correspondence about Psychosociology
Ed. Note: Here is a letter [ wrote to sf author Poul Anderson, and his reply:
Dear Poul,

We just had a lecture in our club by Dr. Michael Senis, Dept. of Social Sciences, Bar
[lan University. The topic was "Psychosociology and Homo Socialis at the Edge of the
Information Era (in memory of Isaac Asimov)."

The author, a Russian mathematician who settled in Israel in the 1970s, is today Full
Professor of Geography. He said that he was inspired to apply mathematics to social sciences by
reading Asimov's books. In his time in Russia, the Foundation series was not translated
(presumably because the Soviets were only going to permit one successful future empire, and it
wasn't Asimov's). But there he did read The Caves of Steel, and the Robot books.

Dr. Sonis said that Asimov wrote that he and John W. Campbell agreed that the correct
name for Asimov's pseudo-science was "psychosociology”, but they felt the name too unwieldy
for popular use and so chose "psychohistory" instead.

In his talk Dr. Sonis discussed the difference between "invention" and "innovation",
and gave an analysis of it. His mathematical formulation (which he did not show us) uses
discrete, not continuous, mathematics, so there are no neat formulas. He said that he was
scheduled to be the keynote speaker at a conference in the States, and intended to give the same
lecture as he gave us, but with one crucial difference: In the keynote lecture he would not
mention or give any credit to Isaac Asimov. He seems afraid of damaging his professional
reputation if he were to do so. 1 tried to reassure him that there is no danger to him if he credits
Asimov, but I suspect he has enough experience with his social science colleagues to know
better. ‘

Dr. Sonis, along with a colleague, is editing a new journal applying discrete mathematics
to social science problems. It's called "Discrete Dynamics in Nature and Society"”, published
by Gordon and Bridges. Two issues have appeared so far.

So why am I writing this to you? I just read Harvest of Stars, published in 1993. And
there, at the opening of Chapter 51, on page 439, is a quote mentioning the "Psychosociological
Institute". I showed this to Dr. Sonis, and he was astounded. He would like to know more
about this future Institute. Unfortunately, I found no other mention of the Institute in Harvest of
Stars. So, where did you get it? What does it do? Have your written about it in any depth in
other books? Who else has written about it? Do you have time to answer these questions? I
would be happy to pass your answers on to Dr. Sonis (which would give me a chance to read
them first -- and maybe even publish them in CyberCozen). By the way, I found no mention of
"psychosociology" in the Nicholls and Clute sf Encyclopedia ("psychohistory" is there).

Yours, Aharon Sheer

Dear Aharon,

Very interesting, what you tell about Dr. Sonis. I'd like to know more about his work.
Unless his particular enclave of science is a lot stuffier than most are these days, he needn't fear
to mention Isaac Asimov in the States. Shucks, I've gotten a couple of favorable mentions myself
in SCIENCE and NATURE; Fred Pohl is a Fellow of the AAAS; and so on. Just last weekend
Jerry Pournelle, Pat Murphy, and I were addressing the American Library Association, and that
particular, large meeting room was pretty well filled. We've gotten respectable! (And sometimes
I feel a bit wistful about the old, intellectually outcast days.)

As for the "Psychosociological Institute", this merely occurred to me as a plausible name
for an organization devoted to the scientific, more or less quantitative study of human
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interactions. Exactly what they do, Dr. Sonis would know better than me. Whatever it was,
subsequent books in the trilogy suggest that it got absorbed into the cybercosmic system.

My wife Karen and I have spent a lot of time this weekend following the Pathfinder
mission to Mars. Wow! I hope you got to see it in action too.

Best regards, Poul Anderson

Ed. Note: Dr. Sonis has promised to send Poul synopses of his work.

Three books on death and resurrection reviewed by Abaron Sheer

Purely by chance I've read three books in the last three months in which death and
resurrection play an important part. The first two deal almost exclusively with what it means to
die and to live again. In the third the subject is an important thread.

To Live Again by Robert Silverberg (1969, 1978), 208 pages. Recommended by Gary
Weisinger. This is like a 50's movie: strong, interesting characters, along with a clear plot which
moves steadily forward from event to event. The heros are not pleasant people; they are
grasping, demanding, powerful. In fact, the heros are the villains; in this book there are no good
people. Resurrection here is the storing of a person's entire personality and memories, at great
expense, in a recording medium. This is done as a precautionary measure at regular intervals.
When the person so saved dies, his personality is transferred into the brain of a well-to-do living
person, who then has an extra resource: all the knowledge and philosophy and artistic talent and
people-manipulating capabilities of the dead. For the resurrected the gift is not so good: he has
no control over the body of the person who receives his personality; he can only influence that
one person as he might have influenced others during his life time. In fact, it is illegal for the
secondary person to try and take control; if he does so, and the fact is discovered, his personality
will be wiped out -- forever. Silverberg has written a fascinating account of intra-brain as well
as inter-person conflict, about characters whose power, corruption and dishonesty can only be
admired, but hardly liked. A good read.

Terminal Cafe by Jan McDonald (1994), 341 pages. Recommended by Yossie Silverman. This
book is like an MTV program: it leaps and jumps, each section short and confusing. For a long
time I couldn't find a plot at all. There were too many characters. I didn't like them (except for
one: YoYo Ma), and I certainly didn't admire them. For the first hundred pages I kept saying,
"I'm not going to finish this." The theme of the book is resurrection by nano-technology. Almost
everything in this future America is done by nano-technology, including bringing people back to
life. The horror is that having been resurrected you become essentially a slave. The dead are
forced to live in a crowded region of the city, and are rarely allowed to leave it at night. During
the day the dead are forced to work for the living. But these resurrected dead will live forever;
for if enough is left of them afier any accident, they can be resurrected again, and again, and
again.
Strangely, the resurrected dead are deliberately cut off from their families and friends.
One of the dead asks (p. 260):
"That's what I can't understand; how all the people we love are utterly lost.
Why we have to start again, build new lives, new loves, find new friends and
families. The hurt it must do to those who are left on the other side.”
To which her friend replies;
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"The hurt it would do to those who go through if they were to watch their
loved ones, their partners, their children grow old and weak and die while they
remained unchanging.”

The author has some remarkable visions about this future:

"We were ... reconfigured ... for deep space work. ... I can imagine no crueler
punchline than awakening into resurrection life sixty million kilometers from your last memory.
Our skins were fully photosynthetic pressure membranes, capable of supplying all our energy
requirements given an insolation less than that of Mars; our metabolisms capable of functioning
as anaerobic sealed units for several earth days; our bodies implanted with wide-spectrum
analyzers, data hookups and subaudial communications rigs."(p. 162)

"The dead are the true humanity. There was no environment we could not conquer,
given time. And time likewise served us. With our ability to die, to step outside time, and be
resurrected, the months -- years-- of space travel did not exist. The gulfs between planets, the
centuries between stars; no difference to death." (p. 166-167)

A beautiful vision of future humanity? This is an earth with a sport in which the dead
hunt the dead for the pleasure of killing them, and the temporarily newly dead are resurrected with
full memory of how they died! "She died that we might be lifted out of the mundane into the
extraordinary." (p. 126)

In the end the author ties up all the characters, connects all the little frenetic MTV
episodes into a coherent plot, and leaves us with a lot of strange experiences to remember.

Harvest of Stars by Poul Anderson (1993), 531 pages. This is like a long-running TV soap
opera -- and this is only the "first season" -- it is the first of a trilogy.

Resurrection here is completely different. It is not a mass affair, but something
extremely rare. Here we have the downloading of a personality into a very sophisticated neural
net in a box, connected to a speaker and earphones and artificial eyes. The box can be attached
to a robot body or to other equipment, and thus gain mobility. But all sense of being a human
being is lost. For these few resurrected, there is no eating or drinking, no smiling or hilarious
laughter, no love life. So horrible is this existence that of the few offered the chance, most will
simply refuse it, says Poul Anderson. And of those few who accept, after a few years most will
ask to be turned off, preferring true death to this stunted existence.

The weakness of Poul's presentation is that he never lets us fee! the distress of the
"downloads" who decide to be turned off. The central characters are those that are successful as
downloads. We can feel the great joy of a space pilot who now has direct connection with the
sensors and controls of a space ship, for example. But we are only rold that others are unhappy.
The unsuccessful "downloads" are not characters in the book, they are only background
information.

Personally, I think Poul is wrong. I think that many would prefer consciousness in a box
to no consciousness at all. In fact, people who suffer terrible physical pain, but remain
conscious, would be happy to shed their bodies even for this limited kind of life. Poul's personal
enthusiasm and love of life do not infuse everyone; there are many who would gladly give up the
lusts and aches and pains of their bodies for pure intellect.

If follows, however, that resurrection, being so rare, cannot be the main theme of this
book. Mainly the book is an expression of Poul's fear that our world is giving up its sense of
adventure and wonder, its willingness to take risks for great new opportunities. He is distressed
by his expectation that earth will make only a limited attempt to settle the planets and asteroids.
He is discouraged that we have obviously given up all hope of travelling to the stars. And in this
book, as in fan McDonald's book, the resurrected are the only ones who have any real hope of
going to the stars: for they do not have to die getting there.
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Next SCIENCE FICTION CLUB Meeting:
Monday, August 25, 1997, 8:15 p.m. —- Lecture and Video Film (Hebrew and English)

(The Silvermans have a bridge tournament on Tuesday.)
The meeting is on MONDAY! Tell all your friends!

The subject of the meeting is "Buck Rogers in the 25th Century"'.
Speakers will be Aharon Sheer .
(on what it was like to read comics in the 40s -- speaking in English)
and Eli Eshed (on the history of Buck Rogers - speaking in Hebrew).

PLUS we will show an 45 minute episode of the Buck Rogers TV series from
the 1980s: 'Space Vampire"! (English only, no subtitles)

Rehovot Science Fiction (usually) meets the last Tuesday of each month
at the home of Tova, Bill and Rami Silverman,
19 Eisenberg St., fourth floor, Rehovot, Tel. 08-947-6142.

There is a REFRESHMENT CHARGE of 3.50 Shekels (for those who partake).

CyberCozen SF Newsletter, Vol. IX, Num. 8, August 1997. Editor: Aharon Sheer. Ed. Assist: Elana Dror. For mait
delivery of CyberCozen, please donate 30 shekels per YEAR; air mail to US $15; if Aharon Sheer can hand-deliver it,
15 shekels. Address: POB 9443, Tel Aviv 61093, email: asheer@netvision net.il

Copyright (C) 1997, All rights reserved to specified authors and artists,

Letters to the Editor
Dear Editor,

I would like to invite any interested CyberCozen subscriber(s) to join the "Jewish Space"
apa, which has just resumed activity after a hiatus of several years, issue #13 having been collated
on July 20. Official editors continue to be Mordechai Housman and Judith Dinowitz, and the July
issue was collated at the Housmans' home. A copy of the July issue should be available shortly
with Aharon Sheer.

"apa" is an acronym for "amateur press association," which explains exactly nothing.
What an apa is is a collection of individual "zines," or personal newsletters, usually recounting
recent events in the individuals' lives or comments on subjects of mutual interest (SF, Judaism,
etc.), and comments on whatever anyone else wrote in previous issues. "Jewish Space"
is now scheduled to come out on a quarterly basis, with the next collation planned for Sunday,
October 19 (Chol Hamoed Sukkot). Anyway, all of us who choose to contribute will bring or
send N copies of our individual zines to the collation site, somewhere in New York City, on
October 19, for collation into N copies of the complete apa. (For issue #13, N was 30, but if
enough people announce in advance that they want to join, it could go up.) Page size is
understood to be 8 1/2 x 11 inches, and may be on any weight or color of paper, as long as
there's room for stapling down the left-hand margin.

For those who can't attend personally, and don't like the inefficiency of mailing 30 copies
of a zine from Israel to New York, I will be happy to receive one (1) copy of a zine (hard or
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email), and run off a suitable number for the collation.

Regards, Lucy Schmeidler, 470 West End Avenue, New York, NY 10024-4933
lucys@panix.com

Dear Aharon

First, I enjoy reading your newsletter (that is, the part that is in English). I would love to
attend your meetings, but I am unable to drive at night. Maybe one day I will get someone else
interested to drive to Rehovot from Zichron.

I am enclosing a complimentary diskette with my two books "NEHAVE" and the sequel
"DINURUS". 1would be happy if any of your members read it and review them or make any
pertinent comments or suggestions. They are currently on the Internet with Thunder Mountain
Press in Billings, Montana, U.S.A.

My email address is robertb@isracom.co.il

My telephone and fax number 06-639-9603 (my fax is in the computer and only works if
you call me first).

If anyone wants I can be reached at home most of the time (except Sat. when I am
probably on the Internet).

With best regards, Rebert (Bob) Smallman
36 HaAvoda St., Neve Remez, Zichron Yaacov, 30900
Dear Bob,

My problem with books on computer diskettes is that 1 do my reading on the train or bus
and while walking while going to and from work, and also when I go the bathroom. When they
come out with a convenient book-format computer for reading maybe I'll be able to read your
diskette -- you know, something as light and flexible as a paperback book, that you can stick
under your arm when you cross the street, etc. Nevertheless, I'll see what I can do. Keep in
mind that Netanya author Reuven Danziger wasn't too happy with my review of 4is book. You
take your chances.

Until recently there were trains everyday that went from Zichron directly to Rehovot.
You would have had to sleep over in Rehovot and take the train back the next day. Unfortunately
Israel Railways has just eliminated Zichron as a stop. Yours, Aharon

Story: Cat Blues by Miriam Ben-Loulu

The bright blue cat stared morosely at his reflection in the mirror. It was one thing for
his half-grown slave called Jeanie and her current boyfriend Steve to dye their hair all the colors
of the rainbow, and then make it stick out at weird angles. But it was quite another thing for a
well-bred aristocratic cat like himself to be blue!

He was called Cat (or, sometimes, The Cat --- as in "The Cat probably took it."). It
wasn't his real name, of course, but none of his human slaves were able to pronounce his real
name, which consisted of two yowls and a purr, so he allowed them to call him Cat

Actually life had been quite pleasant, Cat thought, until recently when Jeanie reached
what her parents called "a difficult stage". At the comparative age when a growing kitten would
start hunting on its own, Jeanie had also started hunting --- boys! Cat had no objection to boys
other than the fact that they often came attached by a leash to a dog. What did annoy Cat was
that Jeanie's taste in clothes had changed. The things she threw down on the floor were no
longer soft and comfortable to sleep on. The other thing that bothered Cat was the music Jeanie
listened to. Unlike her parents, Cat didn't mind the words or the singers' voices. (Some of them
were almost as good as one of the less popular cat chorus groups.) But, oh, that thythm! His
whiskers vibrated nervously just remembering her latest favorite

But, Cat reflected mournfully, hair, dogs, clothes and music were nothing compared to
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this last insult. It had started when Jeanie and Steve were changing their hair color again - this
time to blue to match Jeanie's eyes. In the middle of the dyeing process, Jeanie had noticed Cat.
"Oh Steve, wouldn't blue be good on Cat too:"

So now Cat was blue. With a disgusted look in the mirror he walked a few stiff-legged
steps and turned to see himself from another angle.

NO. It looked just as bad from there. Blue really wasn't his color, Cat decided. Staring
intently into the mirror, Cat slowly changed back to his normal color. Turning away from the

mirror with a satisfied flip of his tail the chartreuse cat walked off, his eyes glowing a contented
fuchsia.
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Next SCIENCE FICTION CLUB Meeting:
Tuesday, October 7, 1997, 8:15 p.m. -- Lecture (in English)

Amnon Stupp, Dept. of Astrophysics, Tel Aviv University, on
"The Sun and its Effects on the Earth"

Rehovot Science Fiction (usually) meets the last Tuesday of each month
at the home of Tova, Bill and Rami Silverman,
19 Eisenberg St., fourth floor, Rehovot, Tel. 08-947-6142.

There is a REFRESHMENT CHARGE of 3.50 Shekels (for those who partake).

CyberCozen SF Newsletter, Vol. IX, Num. 9, September 1997. Editor: Aharon Sheer.

For mail delivery of CyberCozen, please donate 30 shekels per YEAR; air mail to US $15; if
Aharon Sheer can hand-deliver it, 15 shekels.

Address: POB 9443, Tel Aviv 61093. email: asheer@netvision.net.il

Copyright (C) 1997, All rights reserved to specified authors and artists.

Happy New Year !! n291m N30 MY

Commentary by Miriam Ben-Loulu: Many science-fiction writers have based
stories on sentient computers. Are computers already sentient? And will a sentient computer
necessarily have human characteristics? In the following commentary I have suggested some of
the possibilities. If your opinion differs or if you have discovered other characteristics give them
to Aharon for the next issue!

Man or Beast

To some people a computer is just "that damn machine" or "a very versatile invention".
But if you have spent any amount of time with a computer you are probably aware that it can
develop a certain personality.

My problem is that I haven't been able to decide whether my computer is a man or a
beast. Many times it seems almost human. There are pleasant sounds when it is satisfied with
what I am doing. It makes rude noises whenever I make a mistake. It also makes mistakes

occasionally and is so embarrassed by them that it refuses to continue any action ("To err is

human"!!!). When it feels the work load is too heavy it slows down and takes it easy. It can play
chess or Backgammon with me.

On the other hand, it also reminds me of a member of the cat family. Like all cats it
cooperates better with people who like it, yet it still retains an independence of action that can
have even experts biting their fingernails. It insists on being treated gently and if it feels you are
not behaving properly toward it will refuse to have anything to do with you. Definitely feline
characteristics! Time is not important to it. When challenged to a game of wits (for example
chess) it will play with you like a cat with a mouse allowing you to think that this time you might
actually win.

Of course it might be some other type of animal. Some of the noises I have heard it
make do not seem to be either human nor feline. Could it be a stubborn mule, a rooting pig, or
Tinker Bell? What do the rest of you computer users think?
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Bob Smallman's books:
Last month Bob asked for comments on his two Internet published books "NEHAVE"

and "DINURUS". Ilooked over the books but was very put off by a formalistic concen: The

physical appearance of a page of text does not look like the kind of genre fiction that I like to

read. It looks heavy and difficult.

17021

The reason is that the paragraphs are too long, and there appears to be very little dialog.
Most sf and fantasy today rely very much on dialog to carry the story. I'm going to try to prove
that by providing some arbitrary statistics (for two full pages) from some sf and fantasy novels,
and then give similar figures for Smallman's novels.

Title Author Year { Number of | Number of
paragraphs | paragraphs
on pages containing
52-53 dialog on

pages 52-53

Marco Polo and the Sleeping Avram Davidson [1988 |11 5

Beauty and Grania Davis

Throy Jack Vance 1992 |17 11

The Lord of the Rings Tolkien 1954 |27 25

Permutation City Greg Egan 1994 |(p.51-52)15 |8

Chess with a Dragon David Gerrold 1987 |(p.50-51)19 |19

Beyond the Blue Event Horizon | Frederik Pohl 1980 |14 11

The Time Ships Stephen Baxter |1995 |(p.53-54)22 |10

Now let's compare that with Smallman's books. Here I checked ten consecutive pages,
then divided by 5 for comparison with the above figures:

Book Number of paragraphs on | Number of paragraphs
pages 41-50, divided by 5 [containing dialog on
pages 41-50, divided by 5
Nevahe 7 1
Dinurus 9 2

What's my conclusion? Smallman's paragraphs are much too long. They are so unwieldy
that it is a real burden to read them. Furthermore, Smallman uses too little dialog and too much
first-person narration. Chopping long paragraphs into several short ones would be easy to do,
and would certainly help to make the formal appearance of the book better to my eyes. Replacing
narrative with dialog would be a good bit more work, but would be more helpful.

Aharon Sheer

Notes from the Editor:
Jewish Space:

I have been asked me for more information about Jewish Space, which was discussed
last month by Lucy Schmeidler. Here are some examples of science fiction "zines" in the latest
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Jewish Space: Mordechai Housman wrote on halachic (Jewish Law) complexities of time travel
(Mordechai explains that "this article grew out of E-mail correspondence ... with Dotan Dimet of
the Rehovot Science Fiction Club in Israel."). Judith Solomon brought excerpts from an email
discussion on filk singing. Somebody sent in a summary of a many-years-old discussion lead by
Rabbi Shlomo Goren (at that time Chief Rabbi of the Israeli Army) on Jewish halacha for Jewish
astronauts stationed on the moon -- in those days people believed that a permanent colony would
soon be established there.) Steven Silver provided a Jewish Science Fiction bibliography. Etc.
One of the most important characteristics of an apa is feedback: In each issue most people use
part of their zine to comment on other people's zines in previous issues. This is in contrast to
CyberCozen, where, sadly, authors often get no response whatsoever to the things they publish,
neither positive nor negative.

Quote of the Month:

"Any science fiction which depicts the future as good would make it
impossible to suspend disbelief, and thus be unreadable or unviewable or
unlistenable.” Dr. Stephen Davis (email correspondence)

Short Reviews: by Aharon Sheer

Ringworld Throne by Larry Niven (1996), 349 pages, plus a glossary and technical
information at the end. This is the long-awaited sequel to Ringworld and Ringworld Engineers.
Remember that Ringworld has three million times the surface area of the earth. The unknown
builders transplanted beings from many worlds to Ringworld, and a large area of Ringworld is
devoted to hominids, intelligent a/lmost human beings whose evolution is parallel to that of
humans. Ringworld Throne is mainly a book of "anthropology" (although "anthro" means "man"
and the hominids are not exactly men). The intelligent hominids consist of many species, some
evolved for very specific environments. Consider the following conversation:

"The Marsh People cannot flee, for only the marsh gives them life."

... "We know species like that. Marsh,.desert, one side of a mountain, a forest that is all
one kind of tree. Their bellies have changed to accept only one food, or they cannot survive cold
or hot, or too little moisture in the air, or too much.” (p. 49)

The various species have evolved a method of interaction which is based on the fact that
they cannot mate and produce children. Called “rishathra”, the author says:

"Mating is a matter of order. Eons of evolution have shaped many hominid's mating
responses: approach, scents, postures and positions, visual and tactile cues. Culture shapes
more: dances, cliques, styles, permitted words and phrases.

"But evolution never touches sex outside one's species, and rishathra is always an art
form. Where shapes don't fit, other shapes might be found. Those who cannot participate can
watch, can give ribald advice ..." (p. 45)

Thus the numerous hominid species get along with their hominid neighbors by enjoying
rishathra with them, a harmless method of entertainment and peace making.

Of course this book also has the standard thread: Louis Wu with his Kzinti friend
Chmeee, and his puppeteer friend Hindmost. Then there are protectors, for better and for
worse (mostly worse) It has all of Niven's love of complications, and his pride in his own
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superior intelligence. It's a good humored book, and if you are biologically inclined and interested
in Niven's speculations on parallel "human" evolution (most of them probably developed in
conversation with biologist Jack Cohen, although he is not credited), you might even enjoy it.

Einstein's Bridge by John Cramer (1997), 313 pages, plus an Afterword of another 40
pages discussing the physics and politics that form the background for this book. This is
physicist Cramer's second novel; the first, Twistor (1989), was reviewed here in May 1997.
This is a "novel of hard science fiction", based on the Superconducting Super Collider (SSC) high
energy physics project,which was cancelled after a investment of billions of dollars. As the
author points out in his Afterword, "About 12 percent of physicists involved in basic physics
research in the U.S.A. work in [high-energy physics], which is supported by about 50 percent of
the non-NASA and non-DOD basic research funding, a fact that generates some resentment in
other subfields of physics."

In the parallel world of this book the SSC project was rot cancelled. The author then
proceeds to tell us (in a rather too didactic way) about this project, and in a rather more dramatic
way, about why the SSC project was dangerous to humanity and in fact might have resulted in
the destruction of all life on earth!

Well! The author's descriptions of high-energy physics personalities is cut from real life,
and frankly I didn't care much for them. In fact I think the author's biggest problem is that as a
high-energy physicist he's not really interested in anybody except high-energy physicists, and
high-energy physicists aren't really very interesting to anybody except to other high-energy
physicists. (Astrophysicists, on the other hand, are wonderful, delightful people, who make
marvelous sf authors as well as conversation companions.) I enjoyed the author's first novel,
Twistor, much more, perhaps because, the subject being outside his own field of high-energy
physics, he could let his imagination roam more freely. But if you want to learn some physics,
this is a fun way to do it.

Quote of the Month:

"Newton's law of gravity explains some features of planetary motion -- such as elliptical
orbits -- in a transparent way. Einstein's relativistic version of that law explains other
observations, such as the bending of light by a star and slow changes to the orbit of Mercury. In
practice, science uses both laws, and with good reason.

"Cosmologists may tell you that Einstein has superseded Newton. That's only partly true.
There are many problems that we can solve in a Newtonian model, but can't even state within
general relativity. The motion of binary stars (pairs of stars held close together by gravity) is an
example. A Newtonian model predicts that the stars will move in elliptical orbits -- the
mathematical problem is the same as that presented by Mars and the sun. In general relativity
nobody even knows how to set up the equations for a binary star, let alone solve them. Itis
simply not true that relativity can explain everything that Newton can, and more.

" Newton's and Einstein's are models for human brains, not ultimate truths. Rather
good models, to be sure, but few scientists nowadays seriously believe that their laws are true.
(Only cosmologists and particle physicists do, perhaps, and both ought to know better, since they
work in precisely those fields in which the perceived laws have changed most dramatically in the
last fifty years.)"

From The Collapse of Chaos, by Jack Cohen and Jan Stewart, p. 285.
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Next SCIENCE FICTION CLUB Meeting:
Tuesday, November 4, 1997, 8:15 p.m. -- Lecture (in Hebrew)

Guy Eldar, student, on
"Future Society as Portrayed in sf Films - 2741 04992 n>1ny naan'
Short excerpts from several sf films will be shown

Rehovot Science Fiction (usually) meets the last Tuesday of each month
at the home of Tova, Bill and Rami Silverman,
19 Eisenberg St., fourth floor, Rehovot, Tel. 08-947-6142.

There is a REFRESHMENT CHARGE of 3.50 Shekels (for those who partake).

CyberCozen SF Newsletter, Vol. IX, Num. 10, October 1997. Editor: Aharon Sheer. For mail delivery of
CyberCozen, please donate 30 shekels per YEAR,; air mail to US $15; if Aharon Sheer can hand-deliver it, 15 shekels.
Mailing Address: POB 9443, Tel Aviv 61093. email: asheer@netvision.net.il. Tel: Aharon Sheer 08-947-1225.

Copyright (C) 1997, All rights reserved to specified authors and artists.

Help! Rehovot sf needs lecturers! We are interested in any topic that
might interest sf and fantasy readers -- that includes sf and fantasy books, authors,

and ideas, as well as topics in psychology, economics, sociology, linguistics,
astrophysics, etc. ... Contact Aharon Sheer (see address/phone/email above).

Short update: sf films coming in Fall:

"Starship Troopers" - based on the 1959 Robert Heinlein novel, about a war against giant bugs.
(The book is available now in Hebrew as "55nn »o»n".) Directed by Paul Verhoeven,
who also directed "Robocop" and "Total Recall".

"Gattaca" - about a future in which people have designer children.

"The Game" - participants in the game find their private world has become a nightmare.

All three films got overall positive reviews in Newsweek.

Letters to the Editor

Dear Aharon,

I am writing this letter in response to your CyberCozen of September 97.

First, your review of Einstein's Bridge. I thank you for your kind description of
Astrophysicists, but I know some interesting high-energy-physicisits (at least they sit in the
high-energy-physics department) as well. However, I think that you are on to something when
you point out that the author writes less well in his own field. The didactic impulse probably
overcomes his novelist's instincts and the book turns into an introduction to physics. I myself
noticed during my B.Sc. studies that when the instructor taught his or her personal subject, the
lesson suffered.

Second, I would like to respond to your quote from Jack Cohen and Ian Stewart's book
The Collapse of Chaos . Personally I don't like general relativity, and indeed I doubt many of the
uses it is put to. Saying, however, that "nobody even knows how to set up the equations for a
binary star" in general relativity is somewhat mis-leading.
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General relativity can be turned into Newtonian gravity by assuming a weak gravity field.
That is one of the features required of any new physical theory: that it is reduced under
previously assumed conditions into the previous theory, which gave a good explanation of the
behaviour under these conditions. We can't have a new theory claiming, for example, that apples
fly upwards into the clouds, because we know that is not true. The new theory must give the
same results with the same or better accuracy as the old theory.

I 'am not an expert on general relativity, but I remember from my under-graduate days
that in the weak field approximation you can calculate anything you can with Newtonian gravity.

Regards, Amnon Stupp
Editor's note: I apologize to any high-energy physicist readers who may have been offended. The
remarks were intended to be humorous. Wasn't that clear?. I asked Jack Cohen to comment on
the above with respect to The Collapse of Chaos. Here is Jack's reply:
Dear Aharon,

Our point was not that Relativity is Rong or Right. It is that philosophers of Science, and
others who should know better, claim that Relativity (or Quantum Theory, or both) has
supplanted Newtonian physics, and that this isn't so.

When orbits for Moon rockets are calculated, we use Newton, successfully. But for
some more esoteric purposes, eg for short-lived particles in accelerators, speed/time/bent space
must be taken into account. So physicists happily use both, despite the incongruencies of
world-view.

That's all. The "weak field approximation" is a cheat, and everyone knows it; but if it's
the way you live with Einstein and use Newton, fine...

jack

Short Review: by Aharon Sheer
The World at the End of Time by Frederik Pohl (1990), 407 pages. At first it seems to be a
novel for teenagers. It contains two main elements: cosmology (astrophysics), and men settling
anew planet. It's the kind of book which a boy can read and say, enthusiastically, "I'm learning
some science!" A typical quote (such material is scattered throughout the book):

"He was also far from happy. For the first time in his life Wan-To began to feel
trapped. His jolly little stellar home had become a prison, and his cell became less
comfortable every day.

"It wasn't getting smaller. Far from it. In fact, the star was entering its red giant
phase. It had spend most of its young life turning hydrogen into helium, but now the
central core was all helium ash, doing nothing at all but sitting there and waiting for the
day when it could fuse into higher elements....

"Wan-To had never stayed inside a star as it left its main sequence before. He
didn't like it." [p. 191-192]

There are two heros/anti-heros: 1) Wan-To, a capricious, super-powerful intelligent
being who inhabits stars. 2) Victor Sorricaine, settler, who starts as a twelve year old boy, then
is fourteen years old, then twenty, then thirty-five, but he always behaves like a teen-age boy (my
wife would say that / also behave like a teen-age boy -- the truth is that any decent man behaves
like a teen-age boy).

The book alternates chapter-chapter between the two. Thus we have the serious
problems of men establishing a new society on a new world, using the best future technology that
Pohl can dream up, facing unknowingly the side effects of the games that a being that inhabits
stars happens to play.

A strange book indeed, part didactic, part cynical, part hopeful.
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Next SCIENCE FICTION CLUB Meeting:
Tuesday, November 25, 1997, 8:15 p.m. -- Lecture (in English)

Gil Biderman, on
"Future Tech in 40's cartoons"

Gil says: "This will give some perspective on technology as expected to be in the near future...
"I'll show some wonderful Tex Avery cartoons about 'Future Television', 'Future Houses',
'Future Cars' ... they are all funny cartoons.

"In addition, I'll show some looney toons like
Dafty Duck's '"Duck Dodgers in the 23 and 1/2 century'

- this cartoon shows phaser, transporter, view screen a few years before 'Star Trek' - it's a
classic Sci-Fi cartoon."”

Rehovot Science Fiction (usually) meets the last Tuesday of each month
at the home of Tova, Bill and Rami Silverman,
19 Eisenberg St., fourth floor, Rehovot, Tel. 08-947-6142.

There is a REFRESHMENT CHARGE of 3.50 Shekels (for those who partake).

CyberCozen SF Newsletter, Vol. IX, Num. 11, November 1997. Editor: Aharon Sheer. For mail delivery of
CyberCozen, please donate 30 shekels per YEAR; air mail to US $15; if Aharon Sheer can hand-deliver it, 15 shekels.
Mailing Address: POB 9443, Tel Aviv 61093. email: asheer@netvision.net.il. Tel: Aharon Sheer 08-947-1225.

Copyright (C) 1997, All rights reserved to specified authors and artists.

Letter to the Editor

Dear Aharon, Some of the comments on general relativity in the last CyberCozen were
absolute nonsense. Amnon Stupp was absolutely right, and the pompous (and wrong) response

he got is undeserved. Ben Svetitsky, Dept. of Physics, Tel Aviv University
Ed. Note: Thanks, Ben. I guess it's time to drop the subject. '

The Klingon Language -- More Than You Really Wanted to Know

I didn't expect to deal with the Klingon Language, but a series of emails put it right in
front of my nose. [ think I'll share this with you all.

It started when I wrote my old friend, Dr. Victor Golla, a university lecturer on
Linguistics. I invited him to come to Israel for the Star Trek Convention which was to be held
during the Succot vacation. Here was Victor's reply:

Dear Aharon,
A Star Trek convention in the land of militant orthodoxy boggles the mind, but so does
Israel generally. I guess I never had the opportunity to tell you that, while I lived in Washington, I
was good friends with another linguist from California -- in fact, we shared an apartment for
about a year. Marc Okrand. Klingon has changed his life, poor man, and not necessarily all for
the good (although the royalties on his dictionary allowed him to buy a new car).
Best,--Victor

So I wrote Victor back, and asked him a few questions:
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Question: Your friend actually wrote a dictionary of Klingon?

Answer: It's in its 2nd edition. I am a proud owner of the original Pocket Books edition of
1985. The UC Berkeley and Davis libraries have copies too: call number PM 8415/047. (There
are also Conversational Klingon tapes. And Klingon summer immersion camps. And chat rooms
on the Internet. Never underestimate the frivolity of the American consumer.)

Question: Which family of earth languages does Klingon belong to?

Answer: Marc's earthly expertise is on the Penutian languages of central California, in
particular Mutsun Costanoan (the language of the Indians of the San Juan Bautista mission).
Klingon is probably not a member of the same family of languages, but there are some interesting
borrowings from Mutsun and other Penutian languages. Also, oddly from Yiddish...

Klingon shows its unearthliness, however, by rather consistently providing exceptions to
a number of otherwise universal generalities about human language structure, like the order of
subject, object, and verb. Most languages have SOV or SVO syntax; Klingon has OVS.
--Victor

English is usually SVO: "My sister bought this house”. You can get OSV in questions
with a strong "borrowed-from-Yiddish" flavor; for example, "This house my sister bought?" But
1 don't think English ever has OVS.

Hebrew is usually SVO, but allows everything, even OVS. Consider the sentence:

"IINNN F1IVP 711077 12377 N

The object is 7771771 11>37 IN", the verb root is "rp”, the subject modifier in the verb is
"710" (which comes at the end of the verb), and the subject is "»snN". OVS, just like in Klingon.

I thought Victor's email was the end of Klingon, but yesterday I got this email from

Leybl Botwinik. Leybl, remember, is perhaps the only Yiddish language sf writer in the world.
(We've reprinted a couple of his short sf stories in English translation in CyberCozen.):

Subject: [Fwd: Translation Request]

For Your Info...I'll be sending him the translation next week or two. Anyone like to
proof-read the Yiddish?

Far ayer informatsye: ikh vel im shikn di iberzetsung in a vokh/tsvey fun mayn nayem
arbetsort (un nayem i-adres). tsi vil emetser iberkukn dem yidish?

- leybl
Subject: Translation Request
Dear Dr. Leybl Botwinik:

I am sending you this letter because of a common bond. We are both involved with less
commonly taught languages. You of course speak and teach Yiddish; while I work with a
language without any native speakers at all, Klingon.

In English speaking countries where the STAR TREK television series and films have
worked their way into popular culture it would not be surprising that most people have heard of
Klingons. But most of those who know the name don't know there is actually a constructed
language for these fictional characters, and fewer still know anything about the language at all.

The organization I represent, the Klingon Language Institute, was created to promote
and foster the use and study of Klingon. We publish a quarterly journal, provide a postal course,
maintain a discussion list on the internet, and publish translations of public domain literature. For
the past twenty years my own academic work has been in the area of psycholinguistics, and 1
have to admit I find it terribly exciting to be in the middle of a new and growing language
community. Unlike most other constructed languages which traditionally appeal only to language
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buffs and political scientists, Klingon reaps the benefits of the popularity of STAR TREK, and so
we lure people who might otherwise never study another language (i.e., most Americans) into the
larger world of language exploration. A noble side-effect of our pursuit of Klingon.

Although I hope you will have some interest in this language and visit our website to learn
more, I actually have a specific request for you. One of the features on our website is a page
containing links to translations of our basic information page. We are beginning an attempt to
have this text translated into some of the many LCTL that exist, and so I turn to you for help.
Would you consider providing us with a translation of the following text into Yiddish?

I realize this is quite a bit to ask, but as I'm sure you know, there are a limited number of
people teaching Yiddish, and so in typical Klingon fashion all I can do is present my request and
hope you will find merit in it. I thank you for any assistance you can provide, and I look forward
to hearing from you at your earliest convenience.

Sincerely, Lawrence M. Schoen
BEGIN=TEXT =

Founded in January 1992, the Klingon Language Institute continues its mission of
bringing together individuals interested in the study of Klingon linguistics and culture, and
providing a forum for discussion and the exchange of ideas. Our membership is diverse,
including Star Trek fans with curiosity and questions about Klingon language, RP gamers wishing
to lend some authenticity to a Klingon character, as well as students and professionals in the
fields of linguistics, philology, computer science, and psychology who see the Klingon language
as a useful metaphor in the classroom or simply wish to mix vocation with avocation. Though
based in the USA, the Institute is actually an international endeavor, presently reaching forty
countries, and all seven continents.

The Klingon language is something truly unique. While there have been other artificial
languages, and other languages crafted for fictional beings, Klingon is one of the rare times when
a trained linguist has been called upon to create a language for aliens. Add to this thirty years of
the Star Trek phenomenon, a mythos that has permeated popular culture and spread around the
globe. These factors begin to explain the popularity of the warriors' tongue.

If you're just getting started with the Klingon language the place to begin is with Marc
Okrand's The Klingon Dictionary published by Pocket Books (ISBN 0-671-74559-X). Dr.
Okrand invented the language for Paramount Studios and has been a consultant on several Star
Trek films and for episodes of Star Trek: The Next Generation. I also encourage you to purchase
copies of Conversational Klingon (ISBN 0-671-79739-5) and Power Klingon (ISBN
0-671-87975-8), two audio cassettes (also by Marc Okrand, with narration by Michael Dorn)
which can help you learn the sounds of Klingon and instruct you in some useful phrases. If you
cannot obtain these items locally, they can be ordered from the KLI by credit card, elsewhere on
this website.

The main vehicle of the Klingon Language Institute is HolQeD, our quarterly journal.
Each issue includes artwork, feature articles, and regular columns discussing Klingon linguistics,
language, and culture. In addition, members' letters examining, commenting, and debating ideas
and arguments raised in previous issues also appear, supporting an atmosphere of mutual respect
and open discussion. More than simply a newsletter, HolQeD is an academic journal utilizing
blind peer review, registered with the Library of Congress, and catalogued by the Modern
Language Association.

Whether you're a rank beginner or completely fluent, whether you've never studied
another language or can read and write more than a dozen, if you have an interest in the Klingon
language I invite you to join us in our exploration of the galaxy's fastest growing language.

Qapla’ Lawrence M. Schoen, Ph.D., KLI Director
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.- The Klingon Language Institute

:: POB 634, Flourtown, PA 19031 USA i DaH Huchllj'e' ghonob ::
:: lawrence@kli.org :: http://www kli.org :: 215/836-4955 ::
END=TEXT
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Next SCIENCE FICTION CLUB Meeting:
Tuesday, December 30, 1997, 8:15 p.m. -- Lecture (in English)

Dr. Moshe Podolak, Dept of Planetary Sciences, Tel Aviv U., on
"What We Know About Titan's Atmosphere,
and Why We Think We Know It"

Rehovot Science Fiction (usually) meets the last Tuesday of each month
at the home of Tova, Bill and Rami Silverman,
19 Eisenberg St., fourth floor, Rehovot, Tel. 08-947-6142.

There 1s a REFRESHMENT CHARGE of 3.50 Shekels (for those who partake).

CyberCozen SF Newsletter, Vol. IX, Num. 12, December 1997. Editor: Aharon Sheer. For mail delivery of
CyberCozen, please donate 30 shekels per YEAR; air mail to US $15; if Aharon Sheer can hand-deliver it, 15 shekels.
Mailing Address: POB 9443, Tel Aviv 61093. email: asheer@netvision.net.il. Tel: Aharon Sheer 08-947-1225.

Copyright (C) 1997, All rights reserved to specified authors and artists.

Why are we interested in Titan? by Aharon Sheer

Titan is a /arge moon. It is Saturn's largest, with a diameter of 5,140 km. In
comparison, Mars has an average diameter of 6,780 km, while Mercury's diameter is 5,120 km.
So Titan is the size of a planet, where men might someday want to live. Titan has a thick
atmosphere, about 1.6 times denser than the atmosphere of Earth, and consists mostly of
nitrogen, with 6 percent methane, a trace of hydrogen, and possibly a small amount of argon.

The cold is so great that water is probably always frozen out. Since methane is considered the
simplest organic molecule (CH4), more complex organic molecules may well exist there too. This
suggests that perhaps Titan has some kind of organic life, but if it does, it will not be "life as we
know it". ("Facts" above taken from "New Grolier Multimedia Encyclopedia”, 1993 -- Dr.
Podolak may not agree.)

Time Travel

January will be devoted to Time Travel. CyberCozen will have material on it, and the
club's monthly lecture, on Tuesday, January 27, will be on that subject. I'm publishing now the
outline of lecturer Avi Chami so that participants can prepare for a lively discussion. Warning:
Avi's lecture will be in HEBREW (the audience may comment in English, however).

An outline of the January lecture by Avi Chami

1.Travelling in time, using today's technology

The definition of time
- A Brief History of Time - Stephen Hawking

Present, past and future
- The wandering Jew
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Alternative definitions of time
- Einstein's Dreams - Alan Lightman
Examples -
The origin of time
"Sticky time"
Discontinuous time

2, Traveling to the future

Relativity - Speed and time, gravity and time, space and time.
Mass and speed - Tachyons

- "The Endochronic Properties of Resublimated Thiotimoline" (article) - Asimov
- Speaker for the Dead - Orson Scott Card

- The Time Machine - Wells ‘

- "The Pusher" (short story) - John Varley

- The Restaurant at the End of the Universe - Douglas Adams

3. Travelling to the past

Time travel paradoxes and problems

"Free lunches" and closed loops

Killing your own mother and other contradictions of history
Conservation of mass

- The End of Eternity - Asimov

- What Mad Universe - Fredric Brown

- "Intelligent elevators" and other uses of time travel by Douglas Adams
- "A Sound of Thunder" (short story) - Ray Bradbury

- Back to the Future (film)

Letter to the Editor

Aharon!

Just received the November issue of CyberCozen, which I enjoyed very much. Keep up
the good work!

Washington, DC is hosting the 1999 Gaylaxicon convention Qctober 8-11, 1999, with
Guest of Honor Diane Duane and Artist Guest of Honor Nancy Janda. 1998's will be in Troy,
Michigan July 3-5, with Guest of Honor Anne Harris and Artist Guests of Honor Kurt Erichsen
and Frank Gembeck, Jr.

Cheers, Barrett Brick, BBRICK @fcc.gov

Ed. Note: In case you didn't guess, the Gaylaxicon is a convention organized by the Gaylactics,
the gay sf fan community. It's interesting that there are enough gay sf fans in the U.S. to
organize their own annual sf convention. If you figure one in every forty Americans is gay, there
are about 6 million gays in the U.S. -- about the same as the number of people in Israel. Yet you
can count on the fingers of one hand the number of sf conventions organized in Israel in the last
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50 years. Let's hope the Israeli Society of sf and Fantasy will be able to get an annual
convention going here. The first one is planned for Succot, 1998, so reserve that date NOW.

Is there such a thing as Internet email ethics? by Aharon Sheer

What rights do I, as editor of CyberCozen, have to use material sent to me by email?
I've had some discussions about this recently -- not all of them pleasant.

Colleague O at Motorola tells me that anything sent to anyone via email is public domain,
unless the sender specifies otherwise. The email custom is, he says, that anything you receive by
email may be passed on to others, provided that the sender has not explicitly prohibited it.

Colleague A at Motorola, who sits next to Colleague O, disagrees vigorously. Anything
sent or received is to be kept completely confidential, she says, unless the sender specifies
otherwise.

Both of my colleagues can't be right, can they?

SF Fan L once emailed me comments on something I published in CyberCozen. I asked
if I could reprint those comments. As I understood the reply, the general principle is that any
comments send to me about published material are also intended for publication, unless the sender
specifies otherwise. SF Fan L's principle is narrower than Colleague O's since it refers to
comments on publicly distributed material only. For example, if you sent a letter to the editor of
Isaac Asimov's Science Fiction magazine commenting about something they had published,
wouldn't you assume that the editor could reprint those comments in the magazine, unless you
specified otherwise?

In contrast, Contributors B say that nothing submitted to me may be assumed publishable,
unless it is submitted on a diskette. In any other form -- printed, handwritten, emailed -- specific
permission to publish must be given. Contributors B admit however, that SF’ Fans freely pass
email material around. There's a "cultural difference” between SF Fans and Everybody Else.

However, SF Fan B disagrees. In his opinion the only email material which may be freely
distributed is News Group material. Anything else must be considered confidential.

Reader K once emailed me an sf story and suggested I publish it. Did you write this
story? I asked him. No, he replied, a friend of mine sent it to me. Well, I asked, did your friend
write it? What is the name of the author? Does the author agree to publication? Reader K
checked back with his source, and who checked with his source, etc.. In the end they
discovered that the story had originally been published in OMNI magazine! (I did not reprint it.)

The problem with email is that it is very easy to use. In one minute I can enter the In
Basket in my email program, mark and then Copy some text, switch to my QTEXT Windows
word processor, open the next issue of CyberCozen, and Paste the emailed material. If I have to
ask permission to use the material, I may wait days before I get a reply. What about my deadline?

This discussion is in reaction to an experience I had recently. Reader Q (not his real
name) emailed me something. I edited it and placed it in CyberCozen. Reader Q was furious,
for I did not ask his permission first. Since then he has refused to talk to me, apparently out of
fear that I will quote him in CyberCozen (and here I am, a/most quoting him in CyberCozen...).

I apologize to Reader Q, and others, for using emailed material without asking permission.
I certainly have no intention of using anything without the approval of the author. But I hope you
will appreciate that there are considerable differences of opinion in this area. Email is new to
most people (I've only been using it for about a year), and I don't think that people have yet fully
established correct ground rules. Thanks for your criticisms -- even if they hurt.
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Short Review: by Aharon Sheer

Blue Mars by Kim Stanley Robinson (1996), 761 pages. The is the completion of Robinson's
wonderful series on the settlement and terraforming of Mars. The first in the series, Red Mars
won the 1993 Nebula Award for best sf novel. (Red Mars was reviewed in CyberCozen, in July
1994.) Its sequel, Green Mars, won the 1994 Hugo award for best novel. This novel, Blue
Mars, the conclusion of the series, also won the Hugo award for best novel (1996). The whole
series is @ wonderfully detailed description of the developing Martian society, economy, politics,
ecology, biology, weather, etc. Mars' complex relationship with earth is an important feature,
with Mars being used as a dumping ground for earth's excess and unwanted population. 1 found
the early part of this novel very draggy -- especially the long and detailed visit of a group of the
heros to earth. Too much of the book is devoted to the innermost thoughts of some of the major
characters, and much of the rest to overly detailed descriptions of their activities year after year.

One of the major threads of the book is the subject of longevity. The Martians have
developed a process for extending life span dramatically. People remain young in spirit and
physical ability. Many of the heros enjoy activities we associate with the young and reckless,
decade after decade. Lives are so long that some the heros of Red Mars are still alive in Blue
Mars, 150 years later. Ten years of a person's life is just enough to try something new, really get
into it deeply, and then give it up and go on to try something completely different. It seems that
only accidents will end these peoples' lives. But then side effects of aging begin to appear. The
real limit of the extended life span finally becomes apparent. Dealing with aging's effects on
memory becomes a desperate problem. It's interesting that a much earlier book by Robinson,
Icehenge (1984, reviewed in CyberCozen in April 1997), which is a sort of continuation to this
series (although written long before), also has loss of memory as a major topic.

Here is a quote (p. 642) in which Sax, one of the first 100 settlers on Mars, thinks about
his sudden losses of train of thought, when a whole topic he was thinking about suddenly
vanishes:

"So, well; these incidents were just one of the many conditions they had to adapt
to in their unnaturally prolonged old age. It was very inconvenient, even irritating. No
doubt the matter ought to be investigated, although memory was a notorious quagmire
for brain science. And it was somewhat like the leaky-roof problem; immediately after
such a lost train of thought, with the absent shape of it still in his mind, and the emotional
excitation, it almost drove him mad; but as the content of the thought was forgotten, half
an hour later it did not seem much more significant than the slipping away of dreams in
the minutes after waking. He had other things to worry about."

Work on the memory problem wraps up the book, and provides the emotional basis for
its moving conclusion.

Help! Rehovot sf needs lecturers! We are interested in any topic that

might interest sf and fantasy readers -- that includes sf and fantasy books, authors,

and ideas, as well as topics in psychology, economics, sociology, linguistics,

astrophysics, etc. ... Contact Aharon Sheer (see address/phone/email above).
Tolkien Birthday Party -- Pp>05 n19h 01 naron

We invite everyone to celebrate Tolkien's 106th birthday, at 10:30 am, Friday 2.January.98 at the

Holon Center for Technological Education -- 091550 19nY t299. People who come in

costume will feel better. Our URL: http://www-win kulichki.com/antimiry/igra/

Contact Oleg Sverdlov, 03-579-6318 (English) or Michael "Manwe", 03-6491884 (Hebrew)

Best regards, Oleg Sverdlov  sverdlov@aquanet.co.il




